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10 Olive Press commandments 

...THOU SHALT:

Decade of success Pages 19-30

Simon Manley, 
British Ambassador to Spain

Happy 
anniversary

AN embattled animal shelter is the subject of yet another abuse inves-tigation. 
Kim’s Animal Rescue is being probed, just 10 weeks after moving to Almeria from Mijas, it can be re-vealed.

It comes after the new shelter in Ga-dor was denounced by neighbours over claims that up to 100 dogs on its premises were ‘starving’.Officers from the Guardia Civil’s Seprona animal welfare arm have allowed owner Kim Halliwell to keep around 75 dogs at the site, while an investigation proceeds.Last night, the Mancunian con-firmed the raid and admitted she is still waiting for a licence for the new centre.
She claimed she had to leave her old premises in Mijas - where she still 

Collared
Controversial pet shelter probed again after moving headquarters

GRAZALEMA is receiving its infamous heavy winter rains, that allegedly make it one of Spain’s wettest places.It comes as forecasters warned that Andalucia is receiv-ing the brunt of the wet weather that is wreaking havoc across Spain.While 36 provinces have been placed on high wind and heavy rainfall alerts, the worst of the rain will fall in the south, with Andalucia having the heaviest, most persis-tent downpours, according to weather agency AEMET.

The storms blow in
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has 25 dogs - after being forced to sell up and demolish the buildings.“I know the new centre here is not ready,” Halliwell told the Olive Press. “And Seprona have told me I cannot move my remaining dogs because of paperwork issues.” She added: “I really had no choice. As part of the sale agreement I had to demolish the kennels and so I had nowhere else to take the dogs.“We are currently in the process of getting a licence.” Her old centre, which was on the market for €180,000, has been re-cently sold to northern European buyers.

Halliwell had been forced to sell up after running into financial difficul-ties, when she was ordered by Mijas Town Hall to repay €20,000 after missing several payments on a loan initially taken out to build kennels. A further €12,000 is due over the next five years.Critics of the shelter claimed Kim and her daughter Kelly were ‘not ca-pable of running a centre’. In an Olive Press investigation in 2014, dozens of former volunteers slammed the treatment of animals.President of Estepona animal shel-ter Adana Mary Page, 71, told the Olive Press that the latest investiga-tion comes as ‘no surprise’. “Kim always had problems in Mi-jas and it looks like she is doing the same thing again in Almeria.”She added: “She never had the cor-rect licences while she was in Mijas. It gives us all a bad name.”

I would like to send my congratulations to the Olive Press team, who have   been keeping Brits in Andalucia in-formed for the past ten years.

WE’VE exposed crooks, fingered most want-ed criminals and fought for expat and envi-ronmental rights across Spain for a decade now. 
As we reach our 10th anniversary we con-tinue to stick to our principles of proper journalism, leaving no stone unturned while asking awkward questions that others shy away from. 

It has not always been easy, but at no point have we let our standards  drop. As Moses would say...

10 years 

today!

WINTER IS COMING: Clouds gather over the Sierra de Grazalema as Andalucia is finally battered by heavy rainfall

PROBED: Kim
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CONTINUES ON PAGE 2

EAGLE-EYED Olive Press readers helped snag one of Brit-ain’s most wanted fugitives in Spain, just hours after he had been named. 
Following a tip off to the paper, suspected paedophile Matthew Sammon was dragged from his campervan in a dramatic night-time raid and whisked away in an unmarked police car. 
Working closely with informant Daniel Reid, we were able to firstly track down Sammon to Fuengirola, then call in the Guardia Civil to arrest him.On the run for two years, Sam-mon - a blackbelt in Jujitsu - was wanted in the UK for shar-ing indecent images of children.His seizure came just 10 hours after he was named in Opera-tion Captura and is the quickest recorded arrest in the joint UK and Spanish police operation. “It was a fantastic result,” said Steve Reynolds, from the Nation-

Gotcha! 

EXCLUSIVE: Expat tip leads Olive Press team to snare one of UK’s most wanted paedophiles 
WORDS AND PICS
By Rob Horgan and Laurence Dollimore 

al Crime Agency, who arrived at the scene after the arrest.
“Well done Olive Press and thanks to the expat community for tipping us off, this is the rea-son we run these campaigns.”The dramatic day had started when Crimestoppers  issued its annual list of most wanted fugi-tives in Torremolinos on Thurs-day morning.

Leading to hundreds of press stories around the world and on national television, the hunt was immediately on.
But, it was to popular local newspaper the Olive Press that expat plasterer Reid, 40, reached out to, trusting us to ‘do the job properly’.
In a series of Facebook mes-sages, he announced that Sam-mon, 45, had worked for him 

Within an hour, the Olive Press team scrambled to Fuengirola, learning from another builder that he was currently camped out at the feria ground.
After a day working nearby, the Londoner duly arrived in his English-plated cream Moncayo campervan. 
Parking up, he looked relaxed as he took his dog for a walk around the feria ground and spoke with neighbours. 
Once identified, we called the Guardia Civil and Crimestop-pers and so began a tense three-hour waiting game, with Reid sitting in the car beside us.
Sky News crime reporter Mar-tin Brunt was soon there too.Eventually, as night had well and truly fell, an unmarked black BMW arrived and two plain clothes detectives swiftly moved in for the arrest, confis-cating his passport and phone.Frisking him at the side of the 

car, Sammon covered his face and remained silent when questioned by the Olive Press. He was then bundled into the BMW and taken to Madrid to be fingerprinted and prepared for extradition. 
Following the arrest, father-of-two Reid said he was ‘relieved’ to see Sammon taken away.  “As soon as I saw his face among the most wanted I felt sick,” said Reid, from Blackpool.
“I let him hang around my chil-dren, we took him in with open arms and at first were none the wiser.
“But we always thought he was a bit weird, he’s a real loner and never talks about his family.“He creeped my family out so much that I fired him.”
Incredibly, police did not take any evidence from his campervan in-cluding his computer and other 

SUCCESS: Reid, Horgan, Reynolds and Brunt
as a labourer and was currently living in a campervan around the Mijas and Fuengirola area.

BANGED UP: Sammon bundled into police car and (inset) his campervan
How the CEO of organized crime corrupted a town hall

Mafia town
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19errania de Ronda

All aboutS

THERE are few places in the world where you can drink beer with an army general … and even fewer where the general stands all the rounds! Ronda, however, is one of those places. Celebrating a recent promotion with friends in quintessential 

bar El Porton, an olé away from Spain’s oldest bullring - Span-

ish Legionnaire Carlos Velo is eager to include me in the party.  

After introducing me to the town’s signature tapa - jamon and 

quail eggs - Carlos (above) regales me with tales from tours to 

Iraq, Afghanistan and Bosnia before explaining why Ronda is 

the ‘best place in the world’.  “I have been all over the world and seen many things,” he 

says, taking a swig from his cana and pushing his glasses 

back into his face. “But Ronda is the best place I have ever 

been to.” Originally from Madrid, Carlos moved to Ronda some 35 years 

ago when he joined the Spanish Legion, which has one of 

its two national bases here, counting on around 800 legion-

naires at present.“The quality of life in Ronda is like nowhere else in Spain. I 

can live like a gentleman here, in Madrid I would just be like 

everyone else.“Everything is affordable, if you like you can spend the day go-

ing from tapas bar to tapas bar and you will still have change 

in your pocket. “And the scenery is breathtaking,” he adds. “The walks 

River deep, 

mountain high

Continues on next Page

SOARING HIGH: The view up to the city from the Tajo gorge and (top) a typical town scene

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ON NEW AND OLD BUILDS ON THE SERRANIAUrb. Los Pinos, Manzana B, Parcela 9 Ronda email: cvazquez1@hotmail.es

Rob Horgan goes native in the Serrania de Ronda and discovers the backroad gems of the Genal Valley

Secret Malaga
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Gibraltar - Sotogrande

SHADOW Foreign Secretary 
Emily Thornberry has pledged 
Labour’s support for Gibraltar. 
In a National Day message, 
Thornberry insisted the Labour 
Party has completely distanced 
itself from former Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair’s plan for joint-
sovereignty with Spain. 
She stressed that the Labour 
Party is fully behind the ‘double 
lock’ concept which ensures 
Gibraltar will never pass under 
the sovereignty of another state. 
She added that Gibraltar should 
be ‘fully involved’ in Brexit talks 
and also said the ‘single market’ 
between the Rock and the UK 
should be maintained.
“I am deeply conscious of the 
need to ensure that Gibraltar 
continues to enjoy the benefits 
and prosperity that it has de-
rived from its membership of 
the EU through Britain,” said 
Thornberry.

‘BRITISH means British,’ chief minister 
Fabian Picardo boomed at the annual Na-
tional Day celebrations.
Gibraltar will stay under the Union Jack - 
and no other flag - in a post-Brexit Europe, 
he insisted at the defiant political rally.
However, he compared the ‘challenges’ 
Gibraltar faces after the June 23 refer-
endum with the World War Two evacua-
tions and the border closure.
“It is true that we together are facing a 
big test. We are facing challenges that can 
hurt our economy,” he said.
“We didn’t choose Brexit but we will deal 
with Brexit. If anyone thinks we are going 
to sell our homeland for access to Europe, 
they don’t know you, they don’t me and 
they don’t know the Gibraltarians.
“If Brexit means Brexit, British means 
British. No means no. Never means never. 
Gibraltar is British forever.”
With Casemates Square a sea of red and 
white, a 21-strong, cross-party delegation 
of British MPs and politicians gave a se-
ries of strong and raucous speeches.
Meanwhile a special National Day mes-
sage from Foreign Secretary Boris John-
son was also read out, with the prominent 

Leave campaigner’s name booed by some 
sections of the crowd.
Picardo read out Johnson’s message, in 
which the Conservative cabinet minister 
expressed his ‘resolute support’ for Gi-
braltar.
Johnson also underlined the UK’s com-
mitment to the ‘double lock commitment’ 
as negotiations about Britain’s future in 
Europe continue.
“Brexit is just another challenge. Bring it 
on,” said Picardo.
He added: “Look up at that beautiful 
Rock. I don’t see a for sale sign anywhere 
on that Rock. The red and white nation 
of Gibraltar. Red white and British, red 
white and free.”
Among the visiting group of speakers 
were, Lord Chidgey (Liberal Democrat), 
Angus MacNeil (SNP), Fabian Hamilton 
(Labour) and Jack Lopresti (Conserva-
tive).
Richard Buttigieg, chairman of organis-
ers the Self Determination for Gibraltar 
Group (SDGG), also spoke to the crowd.

‘NOT 
FOR 

SALE’
Fabian Picardo issues stinging rebuke to joint 
sovereignty demands at key National Day rally

•	 GMF	16	caught	live	P10		•	 8-page	Property supplement		P13

NO MEANS NO: Fabian Picardo delivers clear message

Labour: 
We’re 
behind 
you

I wish to send  my warmest con-
gratulations on the Gibraltar 

Olive Press’ first anniversary.’

One 
year and 
counting
They say time flies when you’re having fun... 
that could also be applied to producing a 
newspaper! Celebrating a fantastic year on the 
Rock, the Gibraltar Olive Press looks back at the 
highs and lows of the last 12 months 

•	 Gib’s	beer	brewer	P19

National	
Day	special

Pages 2 and 3

See Page 6

From babies to World 
Cup goals the Gibraltar 
Olive Press talks historic 
firsts with the Rock’s best 
two footballers

HISTORIC 
FIRSTS
TWO TOP EXCLUSIVES

See Page 31

HEROES: Walker and 
Casciaro

Happy 
birthday

Welcome
The Olive Press responds to the need for a proper hard-hitting medium to represent and serve the 
huge expatriate community in southern Spain.
An alternative to the bland, one-dimensional news coverage, The Olive Press supplies the latest 
news, as well as cultural matters and artistic events.
Launched in November 2006, it is Andalucia’s only newspaper written 
by real investigative journalists, professional food, travel and art writers 
and with contributions from many of Spain’s top foreign writers.
Growing from strength to strength, the fortnightly paper’s distribution 
is over 230,000 copies (including 160,000 digital downloads) per 
month and the paper has expanded geographically, covering all of 
Andalucia and further afield through its website www.theolivepress.es.
Content that goes into making The Olive Press unique...

	 lExclusive investigations and reporting on both a regional and national level. 
	 lIn-depth features from our network of correspondents. 
	 lRegular campaigns on issues including the environment, nature and animals. 
	 lResources for learning Spanish and integrating into the culture in La Cultura. 
	 lRegular food and drink articles with recipes and restaurant reviews. 

	 lBusiness profile section, expert legal, financial and 
property advice columns. 
	 lA comprehensive listings and events calendar. 
	 lDedicated home and garden, travel, sport and property 
sections. 
	 lThe ALL ABOUT series spotlighting various towns and 
areas around the region. 
	 lExtensive classified advertising section. 

“Spain’s best 
English daily news 

website”
- the Rough Guide

“Best expat paper 
in Spain, second in 

the world”
- TESCA AWARDS, LONDON
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Advertising
To share in The Olive Press success and increase your 
business potential further, our sales team are happy to answer 
any queries you may have. Please contact us and see how we can 
help you. Telephone: (0034) 951 273 575 or 691 831 399 or email 
jon@theolivepress.es or admin@theolivepress.es

Reasons to advertise with The Olive Press...

...The Market
lOur readers are English-speaking people in Andalucia, or with strong links to Andalucia, who 
want a quality read about the region. 
lOur loyal readership is attracted to interesting articles that cover everything from the Spanish 
legal systems to tourism meaning that advertisers of all markets benefit. 
lMore than one million expats living in Andalucía mostly from Britain but also from Germany, 
Scandinavia, Holland and America, the amount of expendable wealth that our readers have at their 
disposal continues to attract advertisers. According to the NatWest Expat wealth ranking survey, 
over 58% of British expats invest more money abroad than they do at home, spending more on 
shopping (+22%) food (+25%) and socialising (15%). 
lMany of our readers ar well travelled and show a keen interest in experiencing their region, which 
is a prime advertising medium for travel and tourism related businesses. 

...The Paper
lThe Olive Press is the most popular English language publication in Andalucia and is free. The 
Rough Guide recently voted it ‘the best ..for its investigative reporting etc’ 
l35,000 issues a fortnight are printed plus up to 80,000 copies are downloaded online 
giving an estimated readership of up to 200,000 people per issue. 
lDistribution covers the entire  Costa del Sol from Gibraltar to Nerja and the Costa Tropical of 
Granada as well as Almeria and Mojacar and inland to Cordoba, Jaén and Sevilla provinces. 
lThe Olive Press consistently maintains a high ratio (around 50/50) of quality news 
items and features to adverts compared to the majority of our competitors. As a result, any 
advertisement stands out more in our publication. 
lPrime advertising slots soon sell out due to limited spaces. Therefore, by advertising now, any 
advertiser will be able to get ahead by holding onto a prime position and keeping it. 

www.theolivepress.es
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Spain Property Guides Don’t get caught out when buying in Spain

10
years  

experience

70 k+
over

buyers helped 
per year Download your FREE copy at: www.propertyguides.com/opCall our expert team on: +34 800 099 551Or e-mail us on: op@propertyguides.com

1   Ask the right questions 
2   Avoid losing money

3   Avoid the legal pitfalls 
4   Move in successfully

Avoid the common pitfalls and mistakes of purchasing property  in Spain with your free copy of the Spain Buying Guide. 

Spain Property Guides
Don’t get 
caught out when buying in Spain

olive pressroperty
www.theolivepress.es        November 9th - November 22nd 2016           Issue 11
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PAGE III

PAGE VIII

Real star’s house for rent

PAGE IV

Marbella 
top pads

Di favourite  set to reopen

ROCA AND 
ROLLING

THE vast property port-folio of disgraced Mar-bella town planner Juan Antonio Roca has been put up for auction.From stately homes in central Sevilla to party pads in Ibiza, and from horse carriages to vintage wines, everything you can imagine a corrupt official to possess is now up for grabs.Roca has been forced to sell the items from behind bars to pay for his fines and civil liabil-ity responsibilities.
Up for grabs: Property X-XI

PAGE XII

Rival  to 
Zagaleta

Foreign 
favourite
OVER 70% of all the proper-ties sold in Andalucia are in Malaga.
Figures from January to July this year show there were 4,978 registered real estate transactions in Malaga, an increase of 16.9% on the same period in the previous year, accounting for 70% of sales in Andalucia.In the same period, the number of sales to foreign-ers in the whole of Andalu-cia rose by 18.9% year on year.

The figures show the Costa del Sol is still by far the number one choice for for-eign buyers. 

Region
Meanwhile, figures from the second quarter of 2016 show sales were up in all regions of Spain except Na-varra and La Rioja, where they fell 20% and 2.7% re-spectively. They rose the most in the Balearics (28%) and Catalonia (25%). The overall picture, accord-ing to a report by the Nota-ries’ Association, is one of a stronger market in areas that benefit from foreign demand, like Madrid, the Mediterranean coast, and the islands.

The figures confirm that Spain is heading towards a healthy recovery, with home sales in the whole of the country up 13.3% and house prices up 1.3%.

Ex-Marbella planning boss in one of the biggest property fire sales in history
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...The Website
lSupporting the paper is the popular website www.
theolivepress.es, Andalucia’s best news website, 
receiving over 200,000 visits each month. A fantastic 
way to get your business noticed, Google ranks it as 5/10, 
the highest ranking for an English website in Spain. 
lIt is read all over the English speaking world, ranked 
around 200,000 in the top five million global 
websites, by Alexa.com (compared with Sur in English, 
for example which is ranked at around 500,000). 
lAll issues of the paper are available as downloadable 
PDFs opening up advertisers to a worldwide audience. 
lThe Olive Press is able to offer newapaper advertisers 
a special rate for website advertising, with regular 
visitors from all over the world there has been a 50 per 
cent increase in the last 12 months. 

Fully interactive
The Olive Press is easy to read 
on all electronic devices.
The newspaper is available on 
all Android and Apple mobile 
phones, tablets and other 
devices – totally free!
Updated every morning it 
is easy to flick through the 
pages, zooming in and out on 
whatever device you are using
You can also now read and 
interact with the Olive Press 
through all major social 
media platforms, including: 
Facebook, Twitter, Google 
Plus, the IOS and Android 
apps. 
We have over 5,700 legitimate 
Twitter and 9,500 Facebook 
(not paid for) followers unlike 
some of our rivals.
We are also big on Google+

@OlivePress - 5,772 Followers

OlivePressNewspaper - 9,645 Likes

Olive Press Newspaper Spain - 
7,400 subscribers

Social Networks:

Fully interactive
The Olive Press is easy to read 
on all electronic devices.
The newspaper is available on 
all Android and Apple mobile 
phones, tablets and other 
devices – totally free!
Updated every morning it 
is easy to flick through the 
pages, zooming in and out on 
whatever device you are using
You can also now read and 
interact with the Olive Press 
through all major social 
media platforms, including: 
Facebook, Twitter, Google 
Plus, the IOS and Android 
apps. 
We have over 5,700 legitimate 
Twitter and 9,500 Facebook 
(not paid for) followers unlike 
some of our rivals.
We are also big on Google+

@OlivePress - 5,772 Followers

OlivePressNewspaper - 9,645 Likes

Olive Press Newspaper Spain - 
7,400 subscribers

Social Networks:
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A clever and well 
travelled bunch
An incredible six out of ten The Olive Press readers can speak Spanish ‘sufficiently to communicate’.
After an in-depth poll of our readers, we also discovered that over half of our readers earn more than 
20,000 euros a year.
In good news for the tourism and restaurant sector, some 70 per cent of them eat out more than 
three times a month, while four out of ten people travel out of Spain more than three times a year.
Over 60 per cent of our readers check our website on a daily or weekly basis
In the questionnaire undertaken by hundreds of participants, we also discovered that some 80 per 
cent of our readers are over 40.
In a fascinating mix of nationalities we found that six per cent of our readers are from the USA and 
six per cent are from Ireland.
Surprisingly four per cent were Dutch, while two per cent were from France, and another two per 
cent were from Denmark and Portugal.
The vast majority of course – around 70 per cent – come from the UK.
Most importantly, over 60 per cent of our readers check The Olive Press (www.theolivepress.es) 
website on a daily or weekly basis.
And we expect this figure to rise to up to 80 per cent by the end of next year.
The poll was conducted both in the paper and online. A total of 900 readers filled in questionnaires.

Key statistics
lOver half of our readers earn 
more than 20,000 euros a 
year. 
lOver 40% of our readers 
travel out of Spain more than 
three times a year. 
l72% of our readers are from 
the UK. 
lAlmost 70% of our readers 
eat out more than three times 
per month. 
lOver 60% of our readers 
speak Spanish sufficiently to 
communicate
lOver 60% of our readers 
check the Olive Press website 
on a daily or weekly basis
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Join the ever growing 
family of OP advertisers
Over the last few years these prestigious companies have 
all chosen the Olive Press for their media campaigns

Plus get an extra 10% OFF* with code YOUR10
*T&C’s apply

25% 
OFF* 

up to

Debenhams.es

European  
delivery
available

Visit www.international.boots.com  
for more information

We currently ship to 23 European 
countries including Spain

*Delivery is provided by Boots Delivery Services Ltd. Boots UK Ltd will pay the delivery charge on behalf of the customer. This offer is valid between 1st  
August-30th November 2016 when you spend £80 online at www.international.boots.com - Standard terms and conditions apply. See site for more details.

let’s feel good

Delivery cost  
included* when 
you spend £80  

using code
FREDEL80

Boots online advert mag ad 256mm x 342mm.indd   1 20/07/2016   09:42

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 10am-7pm & Saturday 10am-5pm

We Deliver 
to Gibraltar

JANUARY SALE NOW ON 
UP TO

50% OFF!

ORDER ONLINE OR GIVE US A CALL

100%
solid oak

Delivery to Gibraltar
www.oaklandfurniturespain.com

R

SHOWROOM: Calle St Maria, 29670, San Pedro de Alcantra, Marbella
Malaga (next to Maxi Dia Supermarket and above GM Cash & Carry) 
Tel: 951 979 221 | sales@oaklandfurniturespain.com

Over 20 exclusive ranges of 
100% SOLID oak furniture,
plus a wide range of sofas
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Hotel Chocolat 
Gibraltar  

has now opened 

154 Main Street, Gibraltar,  

GX11 1AA

Monday - Saturday 

9am - 7pm 
Sunday 

11am - 4pm 

Tel: 20045859

WIN 
A Luxury 

Chocolatier’s Table 

worth £65 from 

Hotel Chocolat 

Gibraltar.

Turn to Page 27

DAY OF 
DESTINY

Gibraltar 
takes deep 
breath ahead 
of key EU poll
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AT exactly 4.15pm on June 17 a new chapter in Gibraltar’s history was 

written. 
As Prime Minister David Cameron’s private jet touched down at North 

Front airport, Chief Minister Fabian Picardo waited with great anticipation 

to greet him. 
And understandably, with Cameron being the first serving PM to visit the British 

territory since Harold Wilson, some 47 years ago.  

With just a week to go until the European referendum, Cameron wanted to show 

the people of Gibraltar that Leave or Remain, the UK will support them. 

He also wanted to urge them to vote Remain, but that opportunity was sadly 

denied as British MP Jo Cox was horrifically murdered by a right-wing maniac, 

leading to a 48-hour moratorium on campaigning.   

Despite the sad outcome of the day, optimism rang out through Gibraltar as Cam-

eron’s visit brought thousands of Gibraltarians together under the ‘Stronger IN’ 

banner. 
And nobody can take away from the historic significance of the visit.

47 years since last PM visit

00350 200 41110

00350  579 53000

00350  588 80000
17  Tuckeys  Lane

Gibraltar

info@gmihomes.com 
www.gmihomes.com 

“A house is made of walls & beams...

a home is built of love & dreams.”

IT’S been dubbed the ‘de-

cision of a generation’ and 

this week’s vote on Britain’s 

EU membership is the most 

important political choice 

most Gibraltarians will ever 

make.

A vote for Brexit will affect 

the Rock far more than any 

other part of Britain. 

Vote Leave, and we face 

economic turmoil and the 

prospect of further political 

tension with Spain. 

Vote Remain, and the solid 

bedrock on which Gibraltar 

has built its economy will 

remain firm and our excel-

lent standard of living in-

tact.
This has been a deeply divi-

sive campaign. 
The Leave group’s scare tac-

tics reached their nadir with 

Nigel Farage’s poster show-

ing a thick line of brown-

skinned people fleeing war-

torn Syria. 

The poster sums up the 

non-truths peddled by Far-

age and his ilk. The EU isn’t 

to blame for the Middle 

East’s humanitarian crisis. 

The very day Farage’s hate-

ful poster was unveiled, Da-

vid Cameron’s historic visit 

to the Rock was overshad-

owed by the brutal killing of 

MP Jo Cox. 

Far-right
Who would doubt that the 

poisonous anti-immigrant 

rhetoric hasn’t contributed 

to the vile acts of murder 

suspect Thomas Mair, a 

supporter of far-right group 

Britain First?
A vote to Remain is not only 

a vote for economic secu-

rity. It is a hand of friend-

ship offered to our Spanish 

neighbours and allies. 

It is vital for the sake of 

future generations that we 

vote Remain on Thursday.

UNITED: Gibraltarians are all speaking as one

Don’t miss 

our special 

8-page 
pull-out 
on David 

Cameron’s 

visit - P13 

A day to 
remember
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THE leader of a citizen group 

that won its High Court 

Brexit challenge has ruled 

out taking its battle to the 

European Court of Justice.

Gina Miller’s The People’s 

Challenge - which includes 

Gibraltarian Paul Cart-

wright - scored a major 

victory when judges ruled 

Prime Minister Theresa May 

can’t trigger Article 50 with-

out parliament’s consent.

May is appealing the deci-

sion to the Supreme Court, 

with commentators pointing 

out the irony of the govern-

ment possibly appealing to 

the European Court of Jus-

tice if it loses.
Appeal

But Miller, who has been 

threatened with beheading 

and rape since last week’s 

court ruling, indicated the 

People’s Challenge will end if 

the government wins its ap-

peal.“The Supreme Court is the 

highest court in our land 

and this is a British ques-

tion of law that should be 

decided in British courts,” 

she said.Meanwhile, Gibraltar’s poli-

ticians were guarded in their 

reaction to last week’s rul-

ing. A No. 6 spokesman said it 

would ‘work closely with 

the government of the UK to 

protect Gibraltar's diverse 

interests’.
Trevor Hammond, GSD 

spokesman for European 

affairs said: "This ruling is 

still subject to appeal. 

“It might delay it and, there-

fore, give Gibraltar more 

time to continue lobbying.”

See Business as usual 

by Charles Gomez on 

Page 13

We won’t 
fight in Europe

A GIBRALTARIAN explorer 

who survived six days in a 

crocodile-infested 
Mexican 

jungle after his canoe capsized 

lived off raw fish and five pea-

nuts a day.
Jon Bonfiglio, 42, cheated 

death while leading a river ex-

pedition in Yucatan Peninsula 

with three colleagues working 

for conservation group Ninth 

Wave Global.

Torrent
The group had undertaken the 

adventure on the uncharted 

River Candelaria hoping to 

conquer it in a couple of days.

However, on the second day 

they found themselves on rag-

ing rapids and going over four-

metre high waterfalls, ending 

up covered in bloodsucking 

leeches from the water.

“The river turned into a raging 

torrent,” Bonfiglio told the Ol-

ive Press.“I saw the boat behind was in 

trouble, so I took my clothes 

off and jumped into the river 

to help. My boat then flipped 

and vanished and I lost all my 

clothes, the food and the kit.”

He continued: “We were left 

of Gib

Explorer 
survives 

crocodiles, 
snakes and 

leeches in six-day 

Mexican hell

Bonfiglio and his colleagues 

- two Brits and a Mexican col-

league - used purifying straws 

to drink river water and a mos-

quito net to catch fish.

But the dense jungle contained 

many perils.
“The crocodiles are danger-

ous in that neck of the woods,” 

Bonfiglio, from Catalan Bay, 

said.“It’s probably good we didn’t 

know that or it would have 

been another mental thing 

to deal with. We knew about 

snakes, including the ‘Seven 

Stepper’ whose venom kills in 

seven steps. “If you speak to families 

here they’ve lost 
five or six mem-

bers to snake bites.”

The stranded group thought 

planes overhead were coming to 

rescue them, but found out later 

they belonged to drug cartels.

“Demons come into your head 

all the time,” said Bonfiglio. 

“The nights were pretty long. 

We sang to keep our spirits up. 

“We stayed mentally strong 

and could have survived for 

longer. But there were many 

dangers.”Rationing themselves to five 

nuts a day from just one pack-

et, the team took it in turns to 

mount forays into the jungle 

while somebody stayed at 

camp blowing a whistle as a 

guide.At night, father-of-two Bonfi-

glio would climb to the top of 

trees and try to send text mes-

sages to his pregnant wife.

“Sometimes a signal slips in 

over the trees for a couple of 

minutes. But the messages 

never sent,” he said.Rescue
Finally, they were found by 

‘rescuers’ in a search party. 

“We heard a Mexican accent. 

‘Somos los rescatistas’. It was the 

sweetest thing,” Bonfiglio said.

Fisherman Juan De Dios took 

them to his house before they 

were picked up the next day.

Despite the ordeal, Bonfiglio 

who left Gibraltar aged 14, is 

about to embark on his next 

Mexico jungle voyage.

The Rock’s own Indiana Jones 

admits his ongoing expeditions, 

funded by his work as an envi-

ronmentalist, make travelling 

back to Gibraltar complicated.

However, he hopes to be back 

soon.

By Joe Duggan

with a bag of peanuts and some 

scissors. I was in boxer shorts 

for the next four days.”

Abandoning their remaining 

canoe, the group hacked their 

way through thick jungle 

without machetes before set-

ting up camp in a tree.
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After catching one of the UK’s 

Most Wanted last issue, the Olive 

Press  got on the hunt of another

SURVIVOR: Bonfiglio was stranded in Mexican forest

Charles Gomez

BRIEFBY

TRACKED DOWN: Fraudster Mark Acklom and wife Yolanda
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A fight on 
the beaches
Why are two 
Gibraltarians 
fighting over 
this patch of 
blocked sand?

See Back Page 

CONTROVERSY surrounds 
a decision to bring gay mar-
riage one step closer to the 
Rock.
Religious leaders are expect-
ed to widely slam the plan 
that will finally permit same 
sex marriages to take place.
Last night, Chief Rabbi Ron 
Hassid described the decision 
to move forwards as an ‘aber-
ration’.
“This makes a statement that 
this is normal behaviour,” the 
holy man told the Olive Press. 
“By doing this they are undo-
ing thousands of years of civi-
lization.
“I think we are walking on 
dangerous ground when a 
government has the power 
to do this. Who gives them 
the right? This is to do with 
morality. They have gone too 
far.”
Church of England Dean 
John Paddock insisted there 
was ‘nothing to add’ to the 
church’s official position.
However, he added: “There is 
a view of marriage, which you 
only have to read the Holy 
book to see”. 
Earlier this year, all the 
Rock’s religious leaders is-
sued a joint letter refusing to 
support the move.

Wedding 
crushers!

Anger as 
government 
finally agrees 
to allow gay 
marriage on 
the Rock

 By Joe Duggan

However, the decision an-
nounced this week, was well 
received by the LGBT com-
munity.
“It’s a great step forward for 

equality,” insisted one gay 
government employee, who 
asked to remain anonymous.
Felix Alvarez of the Equality 
Rights Group added: “Parlia-
ment will now finally address 
the notion that the equal 
application of the law to all 
citizens is an inviolable and 
necessary principle of our so-
ciety,” he said.
The government’s bill - 
launched on Monday - will 
amend the Civil Marriage Act 
to include marriage between 
two people of the same sex.
While it has yet to be debated 
and voted on in Parliament, it 
is expected to receive cross-
party support.
Chief Minister Fabian Picar-
do said the ‘response and 
engagement on this issue has 

CONFLICT: Decision to go ahead with gay wedding bill came on day Bishop 
Zammit was awarded a ‘crozier’ staff by Fabian Picardo

BREXIT 
BOARD

A POST-BREXIT committee 
is to be formed on the Rock to 
help negotiate Britain’s tricky 
exit from the EU.   
The cross-party committee 
will be made up of four mem-
bers nominated by Chief Min-
ister Fabian Picardo and two 
members selected by opposi-
tion leader Daniel Feetham 
and Independent Member of 
Parliament Marlene Hassan 
Nahon. 
The Select 
C o m m i t -
tee on the 
EU is be-
ing set 
up to de-
t e r m i n e 
the ‘impact 
of a poten-
tial withdrawal 
from the European Union, 
and Gibraltar’s future rela-
tionship with the EU’. 
The Committee will also be in 
direct contact with the British 
government and will be ‘fully 
involved in the formulation 
of the United Kingdom’s pol-
icy on Brexit’. 
It comes as UK ministers 
warned that Britain could 
remain in the EU until late 
2019, almost a year later than 
originally predicted. 

How’s that?
Historic cricket match v Spain

Pages 6

Campo to Rio
La Linea man at Olympics

Page 8

Page 3 FURY: Rabbi Hassid 

Rucking 
outrage!

RAINBOW: On castle

RUGBY officials are fum-
ing after Spanish lobbying 
wrecked Gibraltar’s dream 
of joining Europe’s top table, 
the Olive Press can reveal.
Long-term Rugby Europe 
treasurer, Jose Maria Epal-
za, is believed to have turned 
countries against Gibraltar’s 
bid for membership at the 
body’s General Assembly in 
June.
Gibraltar Rugby Football 
Union (GRFU) will now de-
mand a fresh vote, vowing 
‘we will get there’.

See full story on 
Page 23

Stand-ups added to GMF 

Comics in Gib

been remarkable’.
However, he added: “I wish to 
make it clear that this relates 
to civil marriage and not to 
the sacrament of Holy Matri-
mony or the rites of marriage 
in any religion.”
It is expected the bill will be 
debated in parliament after 
the six-week publication pe-
riod has passed. It is likely to 
become law later this year.
A public consultation on the 
subject attracted more than 
3,400 people.
The decision came on the day 
that the First Minister award-
ed the Bishop Carmelo Zam-
mitt a crozier, a staff of hon-
our for high ranking Catholic 
holy men.
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DEBENHAMS is to take 

over Main Street’s two 

BHS shops with no job 

losses.
A Debenhams ‘Home 

Store’ will open in Septem-

ber with the main ICC site 

hosting a pop-up Christ-

mas store from late Octo-

ber before a refurbished 

department shop opens in 

February.
It will be the first time De-

benhams has opened in 

Gibraltar.
George Russo, director 

of franchise holders IFL, 

said: “Securing Deben-

hams as a retail partner 

to take over the two BHS 

sites is a real coup in many 

ways for us.
“Not only have we been 

able to secure a consider-

able number of jobs, but 

we are also delivering an 

improved retail offer to 

the Gibraltar public.”

Meanwhile, bargain hunt-

ers were out in force at the 

BHS closing-down sale on 

Main Street (see pic).

CAMPAIGNERS are de-

manding the closure of 

Western Beach over ‘off the 

scale’ pollution levels.

The Environmental Safety 

Group (ESG) is demanding 

action after official figures 

showed E-Coli levels are up 

to 145 times the legal limit.

ESG believes the pollu-

tion is caused by sewage 

‘discharge’ largely coming 

from La Linea and is de-

manding ‘cross-border’ so-

lutions to the issue.

“It is clear that closure of 

this popular beach will be 

highly regrettable, but the 

data on the Government’s 

own monitoring site is 

there for all to see,” ESG 

spokesperson Janet Howitt 

said.  
“E Coli was 145 times the 

legally permitted level on 

Stay OUT of 
the water!

Swimmers told to keep away from 

Western Beach after ‘off the scale’ 

E-Coli levels are detected

QUEUES: For BHS deals

August 17.”
She continued: “Unless the 

source of the current con-

tamination can be identi-

fied and stopped, the high 

levels of sewage pollution at 

this beach should result in 

its closure.”
Howitt confirmed to the Ol-

ive Press that the ESG has 

lodged a complaint with the 

EU over the Western Beach 

contamination.
A government spokesper-

son told the Olive Press  

last night that it is ‘continu-

ing to monitor’ water qual-

ity levels at the beauty spot 

and confirmed bathing is 

currently banned.
“The government echoes 

the ESG's position and will 

continue to lobby the Eu-

ropean Commission and 

Spanish authorities in or-

der to find a permanent so-

lution to the ongoing prob-

lem of sewage contamina-

tion at Western Beach,” a 

spokesperson said.

“The public is advised that 

bathing at Western Beach 

is strictly prohibited until 

further notice.”

The problem came after 

a separate group of green 

volunteers went out of their 

way to attempt to clean 

the beach, in particular, 

mounds of rotting seaweed.

It was during this clean up 

that the group, including 

Simy Herbert, found a sep-

arate alarming leak of black 

discharge coming from 

nearby Ministry of Defence 

property.
“This thick, smelly muck is 

also seeping out onto our 

beach,” Herbert said. 

She added she had reported 

the leak ‘continuously’ to 

the environment depart-

ment and that minister Dr 

John Cortes had thanked 

the volunteers for their ef-

forts.
He is set to visit her this 

week, according to Her-

bert, to discuss the issue.

We stand 
with you 
Gibraltar
PRIME Minister Theresa May 

has vowed to ‘never’ surrender 

Gibraltar’s sovereignty.

In a letter to Chief Minister Fa-

bian Picardo, the British PM 

confirmed there was no chance 

of joint sovereignty with Spain 

despite the Brexit referendum.

May also stated there would 

be ‘no immediate changes’ to 

freedom of movement of people 

and services in Gibraltar.

“The outcome of the EU refer-

endum will not affect our stead-

fast commitment to Gibraltar 

and its people,” said May.

Blueprint
“We will never enter into ar-

rangements under which the 

people of Gibraltar would pass 

under the sovereignty of anoth-

er state against their wishes.”

Meanwhile, it has been alleged 

that May will push through 

Brexit without holding a parlia-

mentary vote. 
May has reportedly ordered 

ministers to come up with a 

‘Brexit blueprint’ ahead of a 

Chequers cabinet meeting this 

week as she allegedly looks for a 

quick EU exit.
Previously, opponents of Brexit  

have claimed that a House of 

Commons vote was necessary 

to trigger Article 50, the formal 

mechanism to leave the EU.  

CLEAN UP: Western Beach

National Day special Pages 12-15

Gibraltar’s top 
photographers 
submit their snaps 

as National Day 
celebrations begin  

A time to 
look back 
with pride

Trading 
places
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Antiques, Jewellers & Pawnbrokers

WE BUY, WE PAY MORE, WE PAY CASH

Avda. Ramon y Cajal 40, Fuengirola, Malaga 29640

EASY PARKING

952 588 795 or 609 529 633

Diamonds@anthonys-diamonds.com

WANTED
All types of antiques, gold, silver, jewellery, 

watches, paintings and unusual items.

ANTHONYS
Est 1984

EIGHT years and 200 issues 

ago the very first Olive Press 

hit the streets.

That issue exposed the travesty 

of greedy developers cutting off 

footpaths as they began carving 

a golf course and the obligatory 

1,000-plus houses on Unesco-pro-

tected land near Ronda.

In each issue that has followed, 

we have fought and campaigned 

to make Andalucia a greener, saf-

er and all round better place.

Born out of a desire to bring en-

vironmental issues into the public 

eye, the Olive Press has evolved 

into Spain’s number-one English-

language newspaper.

It is the only one prepared to in-

vestigate scams, expose evil and 

fight for justice – as various legal 

threats have shown.

Vulnerable

Those who think they can trample 

over the elderly, the honest and 

the vulnerable - expat or other-

wise - will continue to find them-

selves exposed by the Olive Press.

Corruption cases, including Los 

Merinos and the ERE scandal, are 

finally out in the open as the voice 

of dissent grows louder.

Next year is set to be monumen-

tal in Spain’s political history, as 

a new party Podemos threatens to 

blow apart the corrupt two-party 

state.
We have been shining a light on 

the corruption and injustices here 

for nearly a decade and we are 

backing any attempt to breathe 

new life into Spanish politics and 

clean up the country.

Here’s to the next 200 issues, and 

a better, cleaner, fairer Spain!

Page 18

Discover how the Olive Press 

came to the rescue of the de-

caying home of celebrated 

British Hispanist Gerald 

Brenan.

Page 20
Expat writer Chris  

Stewart extols 

the virtues of the 

Alpujarras in his 

latest book. Read 

all about it in our exclusive 

serialisation and even win a 

copy of your own!

Page 52

Win a weekend 

away in beauti-

ful surroundings 

and a copy of the hottest 

new Spanish cookbook, 

exclusively serialised from 

this issue.

Page 51

Cellar de Can Roca may 

have just been crowned the 

world’s best restaurant. But 

how did it stand up to the 

Olive Press taste test?

FLASHBACK:  Our first issue in November 2006

AN expat landlord has held 

an unprecedented one-man 

protest against a tenant who 

hasn’t paid rent for two years.

David Lomas 

(left), 66, took 

to the streets 

over €10,000 

in unpaid rent 

at the home in 

Campilllos.

Followed by 

his four chil-

dren - aged 

between six 

and 12 - Lo-

mas marched 

from the three-bedroom 

property to the town hall to 

‘demand justice’.

Lomas, from Middlesbrough, 

Get out 
of my
house!
Landlord holds 

protest against 

tenant who hasn’t 

paid for years

EXCLUSIVE

By Rob Horgan

Continues on Page 2

MASSIVE anti-corruption 

raids have swept Andalucia, 

the Canary Islands and Ex-

tremadura, resulting in at 

least 30 arrests. 

A number of politicians and 

other town hall staff were 

among those arrested.

The arrests came on the 

orders of Judge Mercedes 

Alaya, who has been investi-

gating the ERE scandal at the 

Corruption 

crackdown

Continues on Page 4

PRINCESS Cristina, 49, has been charged with tax fraud 

and could now face an unprecedented court trial.

The charges against the sister of King Felipe VI come as part 

of an investigation into her husband Inaki, 46, who alleg-

edly embezzled millions of euros in public funds.

Princess charged with fraud
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SALE
For a limited time only,  
when you buy glasses  
from our 89€ range or  
above, you can choose from one 
of our great lens upgrades, FREE. 

See our ad inside for details

HURRY!LASt fEw dAYS

Is Spain still as cruel and brutal to animals 
as the world has come to expect, or...

A DUTCHMAN wrongly 
jailed for a rape on the 
Costa del Sol has been freed 
after 12 years in a Spanish 
prison.
Romano van der Dussen 
(above, left) was put be-
hind bars after being found 
guilty of three rapes in 
Fuengirola.
It comes after convicted UK 
killer Mark Dixie (right) 
confessed to one of the 
rapes in July last year and 
forensic tests later linked 
him to another attack.
Van der Dussen was con-
victed because he ‘looked 
like’ rapist Dixie.
No DNA evidence was pre-
sented at the time but ad-
vances in technology have 
been able to clear Van der 
Dussen’s name.
The case is uncannily simi-
lar to the plot of US docu-
mentary Making a Mur-
derer which sees Stephen 
Avery’s wrongful conviction 
for rape for which he served 
18 years, overturned.

‘Lookalike’ 
freed at last!

Are times a-changing?

INHUMANE: Toro Jublio festival

LOCKED UP: Dogs transported 
EVIL: Dog dragged behind car in 
Sevilla, while (above) a turkey in Jaen 
and a bull in Torre de la Vega

FIERY FIESTA: Horses in Madrid

olive press
The original and only English-languageinvestigative newspaper in Andalucía

    OLIVE PRESS BRINGING YOU NOT ONE, NOT TWO, BUT THREE HOT EXCLUSIVES...
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Don’t let the
banks cash in

www.hifx.co.uk
see page 13

Don’t let the
banks cash in

www.hifx.co.uk
see page 13

Tel. 951 203 986

The Property Queen fights back - Page 19

Fully accreditted BSKYB technician 
based in Las Alpujarras
Find us on 
facebook.com/alpusat.alpujarra

663 303 932 / 675 033 474
info@alpusat.com
www.alpusat.com

•

UK TV Solutions
Installations

Troubleshooting

Bouncing back 
after the tsunami
Interview with Marbella property tsar Kristina Zsekely 

EXCLUSIVE

All that glitters is not Goldman - Page 6

The life and times 
of a perennial 

fraudster

A tribute to my 
mate Michael 

Jacobs

My dear friend            Michael - Page 16

By his best friend Chris Stewart

EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

A SPONTANEOUS protest formed outside an animal shelter this weekend after horrific scenes of cruelty were broadcast by activists in An-dalucia.
A petition has now been set up to demand action against those responsible for leaving hundreds of dogs in pitiful conditions at the official ‘per-rera’ shelter in Mairena del Aljarafe, near Sevilla.

During a short YouTube video some animals are seen close to death, next to the dead bodies of other dogs.
Meanwhile faeces is strewn across the floor and scant food is scattered alongside it.The pens, each containing dozens of dogs, had clearly not been cleaned for days, if not weeks.

PITIFUL
THE countdown to the ‘Big Switch Off’ has finally begun.The clock is now ticking on free-to-air British televi-sion in southern Spain after a much-publicised satellite finally started moving into place.

Rumours emerged a couple of days ago that it was head-ing west towards its destina-tion, and have since been con-firmed by those in the know.At its current velocity the sat-ellite would arrive at its des-tination by the end of month. The switch off could happen any time after that.

Woe
The satellite has been a hot topic of conversation around Andalucia since news of its launch broke last year.
It has been the most com-mented post on the Olive Press website after it emerged that the BBC, and possibly ITV, will transmit via the new satellite.
Expats have taken to the Ol-ive Press site in their droves searching for a solution to their forthcoming woe.
Most are keen to establish 

The final 
Countdown

Massive outcry after horrific scenes of animal cruelty filmed at the ‘Auschwitz for animals’ 
EXCLUSIVE 

By Jon Clarke

Some of the animals had open wounds, while there were signs of malnutrition and se-rious illness.
Dozens of angry protesters gathered outside the Protec-tora de Animales  - described by activists as ‘the Spanish Auschwitz for animals’ - on Saturday afternoon demand-ing action.

Later that night activists 

broke into the shelter, which is funded by an estimated 11 nearby towns, and set around 200 dogs free.
The centre, which has been denounced on ‘numerous’ oc-casions by local animal rights groups, is run by a business-man - and reportedly a vet - Pedro Luis Fernández Castil-lo, who has a private kennels next door.

According to sources, the President is paid an estimated €100,000 or more each year by the different town halls for his ‘animal sanctuary’.
In 2012, Bormujos and Mairena actually withdrew their arrangement with the pound, after a string of de-nuncias against it for mis-treatment.
However the president sued 

them for defamation, as he did with a former member of staff who filmed alleged mis-treatment last year.
Last night, a website eldiario.es reported that he was well connected with links to both the police, politicians and Se-villa’s ruling classes.
He is also said to have close links with Sevilla’s bullring.Last night, however he agreed to allow local charities and activists to find homes for the hundreds of dogs in the shel-ter.

It is said to receive up to 250 dogs a month, many of them hunting dogs, with the num-bers increasing as the reces-sion has deepened.
One Olive Press reader Rena 

Turn to page 2

SAVED: A lucky Galgo

Turn to page 3

HORROR: Terrible 
scenes at official 
animal centre

Investigation into the wicked ways of Nigel Goldman

Shallow 
grave

 “The best English-language publication in Andalucia” according to The Rough Guide

the
      olive press

The original and only English-language

investigative newspaper in Andalucía

FR
EE

Vol. 3 Issue 62, Western Edition       www.theolivepress.es 
July 09 - 23 2009

Don’t let the 
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Turn to Page 6  

the olive pressEXCLUSIVE

‘Racist’ 
attack in 
Ronda

Amy 
probe 
demand

SHAMEFUL: Wrapped in a tarpaulin held down by rocks is body of a foal, while (top left) lies a carcass

Horse cruelty 
woman found 
guilty of 
starving 16 
thoroughbreds 
sees more 
horses die in 
Spain

New equine horror 
- Page 2

Available 
from many 
Olive Press 

outlets, 
newsagents, 
book shops 
and hotels 
throughout 
the region.

Also check 
for stockists at 

www.
andaluzjournal.

com

AN investigation has been 

demanded over a fax sent 

to the Irish authorities con-

cerning the welfare of Amy 

Fitzpatrick, two years before 

she went missing.

Friend’s 
mother insisted 
she was “in 
danger”

TWO foreigners have been 

brutally attacked in Ronda 

by a gang of drunken Span-

ish youths.
In a case similar to the at-

tack on dad Stephen Mal-

lon, who was thrown to his 

death from a balcony in 

Competa last month, a 50-

year-old German man and a 

Finn, 56, were bottled from 

behind and kicked to the 

ground.
The unprovoked attack hap-

pened as the two men en-

tered the Bar El Paso in the 

San Francisco barrio to buy 

cigarettes in the early  hours 

of Sunday June 14.  
Amid chants of “Foreigners, 

go home! Leave our country! 

You are not welcome here!” 

they hit the two men with 

bottles and kicked them re-

Expatriates 
in their 50s 
hospitalised

Exclusive by
Paul Whitelock

Turn to Page 2  

See our Animal Rights Focus starting on Page 4

DOGS dragged behind cars, donkeys crushed to death, 
bulls driven into the sea... for a decade the Olive Press 
has reported on animal cruelty in Spain.
Easily the most fiercely debated issue we have confront-

ed, the Spanish are often accused of being stuck in the Dark 
Ages when it comes to animal rights.
It is the country, after all, where throwing a turkey out of a church 
tower is not a crime but an integral part of a festival and where 
spearing a bull on horseback is a sign of bravery, not brutality.
However, one result that slipped under the radar last year was 
the remarkable 220,000 votes that little-known political party 
PACMA received during the general elections.
A party set up to lobby for animal rights, is this a clear sign that 
things are changing?
“Despite all these negatives, we believe there is an encouraging fu-
ture for animals in Spain,” its president told the Olive Press this week.
With support for bullfighting dropping each year and with in-
creasing numbers of Spaniards coming out to denounce cruelty, 
the Olive Press decided to find out: Is the tide finally turning?

CAMPAIGNS: Front pages in 2012 and 2014

SPANISH health officials 
have warned there will be 
200 to 250 cases of the 
Zika virus this year after 
a second pregnant woman 
was diagnosed.
There are now 23 cases of 
the virus in Spain, which 
many experts believe may 
cause head-shrinking in 
babies.
All of those affected had 
travelled to areas where 
the virus has been spread-
ing, transmitted by the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito, 
most commonly found in 
North and South America.

Zika alert

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Puerto de la  Duquesa

A Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Puerto de la  Duquesa
Puerto de la  Duquesa
Puerto de la  Duquesa

All about

17
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JULIUS Caesar came for the smelly 

sulphur springs, flamenco legend 

Camaron de la Isla for the tranquil-

ity, while tourists today come for 

its rich and varied beaches, emblematic 

marina and cosmopolitan vibe.

Brand Manilva may not have the instant 

recognition of its brasher costa cous-

ins but like its locally-grown wine – now 

being given a Michelin star boost by 

Basque chef Martin Berasategui – the 

town is defi nitely improving with age.

 “There is nowhere quite like Manilva,” 

explains proud expat councillor Dean 

Tyler Shelton, a businessman who has 

lived in the town for 18 years.

“We share a fantastic and unique mi-

The 
perfect 
catch

The town that enraptured a Roman emperor, a British Prime Minister 

and a fl amenco star is not resting on its laurels in its drive to attract 

new admirers. Indeed as Joe Duggan discovers, Manilva is...

Turn to Page 18

February 17th - March 1st 2016

cro climate nestled between the Sierra 

Bermeja mountains and the Straits of 

Gibraltar, there is a great mix of locals 

and tourists and there are excellent 

views of the north African coastline, in-

cluding Ceuta. 

“In fact, most of the time you feel that 

you could almost reach out and physi-

cally touch three countries and two con-

tinents from anywhere you are stand-

ing.”
Manilva’s first port of call is San Luis de 

Sabinillas, a tourist resort that keeps 

growing and growing in popularity.

‘Sabi’, as it is affectionately known by 

locals, has boomed over the past few 

decades from its humble beginnings as 

a small fishing village with fishermen’s 

shacks literally on the beach.

This jumble of buildings huddled along 

a narrow strip of the A7 motorway is 

home to a thriving expat community. 

In fact, the European Union flag flut-

tering at the entrance to the close-knit 

town of 6,000 is a fitting symbol of 

Sabi’s multinational appeal, with Mo-

roccans, English, German and Spanish 

among the easy blend of nationalities 

living in harmony here. 

Street signs in English underline Sabi-

nillas’ undeniably British feel while in 

bars such as Ricky Lee’s sports bar and 

END OF THE LINE: Manilva is the last resort on the Costa del Sol while (left) Roman baths and (inset) 

fl amenco star Cameron de la Isla and ?????????

fl amenco star Cameron de la Isla and ?????????
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Manuel Jesus Torrejon Perez 

Edif. La Duquesa, Portal 1 - Planta 1a, No 6, 

29692 Sabinillas, Malaga 

20 years experience in Osteopath Manual Therapy

Osteopathy 
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 By Joe Duggan 

SIGN UP NOW for September start

tel: +34 600 839 975
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/BlahBlahBlahSpanish/

Gibraltar - Sotogrande

SHADOW Foreign Secretary 
Emily Thornberry has pledged 
Labour’s support for Gibraltar. 
In a National Day message, 
Thornberry insisted the Labour 
Party has completely distanced 
itself from former Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair’s plan for joint-
sovereignty with Spain. 
She stressed that the Labour 
Party is fully behind the ‘double 
lock’ concept which ensures 
Gibraltar will never pass under 
the sovereignty of another state. 
She added that Gibraltar should 
be ‘fully involved’ in Brexit talks 
and also said the ‘single market’ 
between the Rock and the UK 
should be maintained.“I am deeply conscious of the 

need to ensure that Gibraltar 
continues to enjoy the benefits 
and prosperity that it has de-
rived from its membership of 
the EU through Britain,” said 
Thornberry.

‘BRITISH means British,’ chief minister 

Fabian Picardo boomed at the annual Na-

tional Day celebrations.
Gibraltar will stay under the Union Jack - 

and no other flag - in a post-Brexit Europe, 

he insisted at the defiant political rally.

However, he compared the ‘challenges’ 

Gibraltar faces after the June 23 refer-

endum with the World War Two evacua-

tions and the border closure.
“It is true that we together are facing a 

big test. We are facing challenges that can 

hurt our economy,” he said.
“We didn’t choose Brexit but we will deal 

with Brexit. If anyone thinks we are going 

to sell our homeland for access to Europe, 

they don’t know you, they don’t me and 

they don’t know the Gibraltarians.
“If Brexit means Brexit, British means 

British. No means no. Never means never. 

Gibraltar is British forever.”
With Casemates Square a sea of red and 

white, a 21-strong, cross-party delegation 

of British MPs and politicians gave a se-

ries of strong and raucous speeches.

Meanwhile a special National Day mes-

sage from Foreign Secretary Boris John-

son was also read out, with the prominent 

Leave campaigner’s name booed by some 

sections of the crowd.Picardo read out Johnson’s message, in 

which the Conservative cabinet minister 

expressed his ‘resolute support’ for Gi-

braltar.Johnson also underlined the UK’s com-

mitment to the ‘double lock commitment’ 

as negotiations about Britain’s future in 

Europe continue.“Brexit is just another challenge. Bring it 

on,” said Picardo.He added: “Look up at that beautiful 

Rock. I don’t see a for sale sign anywhere 

on that Rock. The red and white nation 

of Gibraltar. Red white and British, red 

white and free.”Among the visiting group of speakers 

were, Lord Chidgey (Liberal Democrat), 

Angus MacNeil (SNP), Fabian Hamilton 

(Labour) and Jack Lopresti (Conserva-

tive).
Richard Buttigieg, chairman of organis-

ers the Self Determination for Gibraltar 

Group (SDGG), also spoke to the crowd.

‘NOT FOR SALE’Fabian Picardo issues stinging rebuke to joint 

sovereignty demands at key National Day rally

•	 GMF	16	caught	live	P10		•	 8-page	Property supplement		P13

NO MEANS NO: Fabian Picardo delivers clear message

Labour: We’re behind you

I wish to send  my warmest con-
gratulations on the Gibraltar 

Olive Press’ first anniversary.’

One year and countingThey say time flies when you’re having fun... 

that could also be applied to producing a 

newspaper! Celebrating a fantastic year on the 

Rock, the Gibraltar Olive Press looks back at the 

highs and lows of the last 12 months 

•	 Gib’s	beer	brewer	P19

National	Day	special

Pages 2 and 3

See Page 6

From babies to World 
Cup goals the Gibraltar 
Olive Press talks historic 
firsts with the Rock’s best 
two footballers

HISTORIC FIRSTS
TWO TOP EXCLUSIVES

See Page 31

HEROES: Walker and 
Casciaro

Happy birthday
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general bills, Cambridge simplifies the process. We provide fast and affordable ways to make foreign exchange payments.  
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Into the crystal ball 
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Hotel Chocolat 
Gibraltar  

has now opened 

154 Main Street, Gibraltar,  

GX11 1AA

Monday - Saturday 

9am - 7pm 
Sunday 

11am - 4pm 

Tel: 20045859

WIN 
A Luxury 

Chocolatier’s Table 

worth £65 from 

Hotel Chocolat 

Gibraltar.

Turn to Page 27

DAY OF 
DESTINY

Gibraltar 
takes deep 
breath ahead 
of key EU poll
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istoric PM visitAll about H
A special 8 - page com-

memorative guide

A dAtE 
with 
dAvE 

AT exactly 4.15pm on June 17 a new chapter in Gibraltar’s history was 

written. 
As Prime Minister David Cameron’s private jet touched down at North 

Front airport, Chief Minister Fabian Picardo waited with great anticipation 

to greet him. 
And understandably, with Cameron being the first serving PM to visit the British 

territory since Harold Wilson, some 47 years ago.  

With just a week to go until the European referendum, Cameron wanted to show 

the people of Gibraltar that Leave or Remain, the UK will support them. 

He also wanted to urge them to vote Remain, but that opportunity was sadly 

denied as British MP Jo Cox was horrifically murdered by a right-wing maniac, 

leading to a 48-hour moratorium on campaigning.   

Despite the sad outcome of the day, optimism rang out through Gibraltar as Cam-

eron’s visit brought thousands of Gibraltarians together under the ‘Stronger IN’ 

banner. 
And nobody can take away from the historic significance of the visit.

47 years since last PM visit

00350 200 41110

00350  579 53000

00350  588 80000
17  Tuckeys  Lane

Gibraltar

info@gmihomes.com 
www.gmihomes.com 

“A house is made of walls & beams...

a home is built of love & dreams.”

IT’S been dubbed the ‘de-

cision of a generation’ and 

this week’s vote on Britain’s 

EU membership is the most 

important political choice 

most Gibraltarians will ever 

make.

A vote for Brexit will affect 

the Rock far more than any 

other part of Britain. 

Vote Leave, and we face 

economic turmoil and the 

prospect of further political 

tension with Spain. 

Vote Remain, and the solid 

bedrock on which Gibraltar 

has built its economy will 

remain firm and our excel-

lent standard of living in-

tact.
This has been a deeply divi-

sive campaign. 
The Leave group’s scare tac-

tics reached their nadir with 

Nigel Farage’s poster show-

ing a thick line of brown-

skinned people fleeing war-

torn Syria. 

The poster sums up the 

non-truths peddled by Far-

age and his ilk. The EU isn’t 

to blame for the Middle 

East’s humanitarian crisis. 

The very day Farage’s hate-

ful poster was unveiled, Da-

vid Cameron’s historic visit 

to the Rock was overshad-

owed by the brutal killing of 

MP Jo Cox. 

Far-right
Who would doubt that the 

poisonous anti-immigrant 

rhetoric hasn’t contributed 

to the vile acts of murder 

suspect Thomas Mair, a 

supporter of far-right group 

Britain First?
A vote to Remain is not only 

a vote for economic secu-

rity. It is a hand of friend-

ship offered to our Spanish 

neighbours and allies. 

It is vital for the sake of 

future generations that we 

vote Remain on Thursday.

UNITED: Gibraltarians are all speaking as one

Don’t miss 

our special 

8-page 
pull-out 
on David 

Cameron’s 

visit - P13 

A day to 
remember
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24 
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Caught live
Pixies, The Prodigy and Seal
Pages 3 and 16

80 years on
Expats in the Civil War 

¡Dejad que nos quedemos!
The Olive Press pide a los 
españoles, en nombre de los británicos, que apoyen la petición para poder permanecer en España

SPANIARDS
WE

If you can’t read this and you still want to stay in Spain it’s time you got some Span-ish lessons... But, for now, as we’re so nice, see Page 7 for a translation 

EXPAT NOTICE

AN arrest warrant has been issued for notorious Costa del Sol conman Ni-gel Goldman. Goldman, 58, who changed his name to Howard del Monte, was summoned to Fuengirola court in January over the defrauding of four expats to the tune of €750,000.However, he failed to show and a judge has now ordered police to bring him in.

Fraud
He was found guilty of fraud in the UK last year for the THIRD time and must wear a tag during his 12-month suspended sentence. 

Lawyer Antonio Flores, who is representing the victims, said he could face up to a decade in prison, if found guilty.“It has taken us two years to get to this stage and it is still just the begin-ning,” he added.Dozens of expat victims claim to have lost as much as €3 million to Goldman through a series of ponzi-type schemes.He was first exposed through a series of Olive Press investigations. 

EXCLUSIVE

FIND HIM! 

cias más de cerca.Queremos que los espa-ñoles entiendan esta grave situación que nos deja en el limbo y que podría impedir que siguiéramos viviendo aquí como lleva-mos haciéndolo durante años.
Esta no es una petición insólita: el Reino Unido permite la posibilidad de obtener la doble naciona-lidad tras cinco años de residencia. Curiosamente el Ministro Margallo conoce bien esta posibi-lidad ya que su hijo, que reside actualmente en el Reino Unido, la ha solic-itado recientemente.Así que desde aquí os pedimos, esperamos e in-cluso suplicamos que os un-áis a nosotros en esta causa.Algunos alcaldes y dig-natarios ya se han unido a nuestra petición. Pero también necesitamos la ayuda de todos vosotros.Curiosamente los expa-triados británicos lanzan este llamamiento exacta-mente 80 años después del comienzo de la guerra civil española en la que miles de jóvenes voluntarios bri-tánicos perdieron la vida.¿Por qué? Porque creían en España. Y nosotros también.Estamos convencidos de que nuestra aportación a la estructura de vuestro país es muy importante. Que-remos quedarnos aquí. No queremos volver.Para firmar la petición visitar change.org y busca ‘Doble nacionalidad para británicos con mas de diez años de residencia en Es-paña’

que creemos ha sido el resulta-do de una campaña xenófoba y llena de mentiras llevada a cabo en nuestra país.Nosotros somos los que esta-mos en la línea de fuego y los que sufriremos las consecuen-

struido enlaces muy fuertes con España, a través de escritores como Paul Preston, Gerald Bre-nan y Laurie Lee.Y por encima de todo, nos sen-timos europeos y estamos com-pletamente opuestos al Brexit, 

MÁS de 15.000 personas han firmado ya una petición que concedería a los expatria-dos británicos el derecho a la doble nacionalidad en España.
Necesitamos vuestro apoyo para garantizar que se nos permita seguir trabajando y viviendo en vuestro país.Hemos elegido vivir aquí y hacer de España nuestro hogar. Muchos de nosotros tenemos negocios, hemos formado una familia aquí. Algunos tenemos parejas de nacionalidad española y, aunque quizá no a la per-fección, hablamos vuestro idioma.

Creemos que contribuimos en gran parte al desarrollo de la economía local, es-pecialmente en la costa. Históricamente hemos con-
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Tuna trawlSearch for tuna on the Costa de la Luz

British buyers are down but the coast will bounce back, insist leading property experts in 
second Olive Press Property Observatory - Inside Property magazine, from Page 17  
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Spain Property Guides Don’t get caught out when buying in Spain
10

years  experience
70 k+

over

buyers helped per year

Download your FREE copy at: www.propertyguides.com/op

Call our expert team on: +34 800 099 551
Or e-mail us on: op@propertyguides.com

1   Ask the right questions 2   Avoid losing money
3   Avoid the legal pitfalls 4   Move in successfully

Avoid the common pitfalls and mistakes of purchasing property  

in Spain with your free copy of the Spain Buying Guide. 

When money talksPAGE III

PAGE x

PAGE xI

Celebrity comings and goings

Fight to save Mijas’ oldest farmhouse

PAGE xx

Bilbao’s most powerful tower

BRExit BouncE BAcK?
An Olive Press panel 
of seven experts has 
gathered to discuss the 
impact of Brexit on the 
Spanish property mar-ket.

While, they confirm the 
market has suffered 
from initial knee-jerk re-actions, they remain op-timistic, expecting the 

market to bounce back 
once the dust settles on 
the political landscape 
in the uK and Europe.

While Brits make up a 
large amount of the mar-ket, others like the Scan-dinavians and new arriv-als like the Polish are 

filling in the gap left by 
the drop in British sales.But the lull is widely 

seen as temporary, with 
the think tank insisting 
once the exchange rate 
stabilises, things will re-turn to normal. Read the full Observa-tory, Part II from page 14 OPTIMISTIC: Panel

THIS stunning property has come onto the market 

near Marbella for a staggering €29 million...
Given, it is out of 99.9% of our readers budgets, 

we thought we’d have a hunt around for so-
mething cheaper, in the price ranges of €2.9m, 

€290,000, €29,000 and even €2,900.
It’s actually a pleasant surprise what you can get 

for under €3,000 these days, including this lovely 

plot below...just don’t expect a prime Costa del 

Sol location. Turn to Page 32 to find out more

From 
€29m to €2,900, we found a Spanish property to suit every budget

GO GIRL:‘Home-saver’ awarded MBE

Page 6

Page 14

Page 52

Translated by Mirian Moreno

A decAde of 
success

Ten years after it all started, the Olive Press is stronger than ever
Here, is what a few of our contacts and clients say about us
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“It is great to have worked 
with the Olive Press over all 
these years and I am just de-
lighted there is, at least, one 
newspaper here  that 
has the same way 
of thinking as me… 
the little guy, indeed 
everyone, has the 
right to get even.”

Antonio Flores, Lawbird
Legal practice, Marbella

Geordie Greig, Editor of the 
Mail on Sunday

Keep up the brave fight

Peter Whaley, owner 
Hurricane Hotel, Tarifa

Thanks so much for 
consistently providing 
the best read in English 
in Andalucia every fort-
night - we even get it 
in Tarifa and along the 
Costa de la Luz 

Derek A Langley, Regional 
Vice-President Andalucia 

for British Chamber of 
Commerce in Spain

Just a note to say that on your 
10th Anniversary , The Briti-
sh Chamber of Commerce in 
Spain sends you it's heartiest 
congratulations , for providing 
the local Community 
with many years 
of high quality 
professional jour-
nalism , and our 
best wishes for 
the future

Simon Manley, 
British Ambassador to Spain

I would like to send my con-
gratulations to the Olive Press 
team, who have   
been keeping Brits 
in Andalucia infor-
med for the past 
ten years.

We approached The Olive 
Press to promote Palo Alto, 
Marbella’s fastest selling 
luxury development situa-
ted in Ojén just 5 minutes 
from La Canada Shopping 
Centre.
Jon and his team were ex-
tremely responsive and 
worked with us to put toge-
ther a media plan that met 
our budget and addressed 
our key goals of raising 
brand awareness and ge-
nerating leads. So far, the 
combination of advertising 
alongside their well-written 
editorial has generated a 
great response from qua-
lified buyers living on the 
coast.

Ailse Warriner-Mac-
Farlane, 

Marketing Director, 
Palo Alto Marbella

Mark Wardell, manager 
Sunset Beach Club, 

Benalmadena

‘Stayingpower’ for any busi-
ness on the Costa del Sol is 
an achivement in itself. Rea-
ching 10 years has to be a tes-
tament to the quality journa-
lism and a happy readership. 
The Olive Press definitely ticks 
both boxes. Sunset beach 
club are delighted to have 
been a part of this success so 
offer a big congratulatons to 
Jon and his team 
and here’s loo-
king forward 
to another 
10 years of 
entertaining 
and informati-
ve news.

November 2006 to November 2016
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FULL PAGE
(256mm W x 342mm H)

850.00 euros

1/2 PAGE VERT.
(126mm W x 344mm H)

525.00 euros

1/2 PAGE HORIZ.
(256mm W x 170mm H)

525.00 euros

1/3 PAGE VERT.
(83mm W x 344mm H)

410.00 euros

1/3 PAGE HORIZ.
(256mm W x 105mm H)

410.00 euros

1/4 PAGE
(126mm W x 170mm H)

    340.00 euros

1/6 PAGE
(Vert. 83mm W x 170mm H

or Horiz. 126mm W x 110mm H)
240.00 euros

STRIP
(256mm W x 45mm H)

230.00 euros

1/12 PAGE
(83mm x 84mm )

160.00 euros

1/24 PAGE
(39mm x 70mm )

110.00 euros

BACK PAGE

EAR PIECE
(37mm W x 45mm H)

100.00 euros

CLASSIFIEDS
Lineage ads

87c per word, min
of 10 words

First two words in bold
For an all bold entry

add 25%

Single display box
39mm W x 50mm H

49.00 euros

Double display box

79mm W x 50mm H
69.00 euros

Triple display box
120mm W x 50mm H

89.00 euros

All prices are per edition (IVA not included).
Minimum of 2 issues on ALL ads (including classified)

Additional charges 
Right hand page premium 12%
Back page premium * 50%
Front page premium * *  100%

* Half, quarter sizes and 1/12 page earpice only
* * 1/12 and 1/24 sizes only 

 
Discounts 
6 - 12 issues (3 - 6 months) 5%
12 - 18 issues (6 - 9 months) 10%
18 - 24 issues (9 - 12 months) 15%
Black & White   15%

Artwork deadline:
Friday 5pm prior to publication the following 
Wednesday

Design and artwork charges:
Subject to sight of copy and brief for 
bookings of up to six issues

Payment:
Advertisements must be fully paid for 
prior to publication. Failure to do so will 
automatically lead to non publication

For further information on rates, special supplements, sponsored pages, as well as additional 
Internet and Classified details,

please contact our sales team on 951 273 575 or 691 831 399 or email admin@theolivepress.es


