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The Gibraltar Olive 
Press is celebrating its 
50th issue.
We have come a long 
way in just over two 
years and we have 
been proud to be 

the Rock’s original 
community newspaper 
throughout. See 
a message from 
publisher Jon Clarke 
inside
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Politicians call for British Royal Navy gunships 
to be permanently stationed in Gibraltar during 
defiant National Day speeches
DEFIANT calls for British Navy 
battleships to be stationed again in 
Gibraltar have been made during a 
raucous National Day rally.
A group of 11 British politicians de-
livered rip-roaring speeches focus-
sing on recent tensions with Spain 
and backing Gibraltar’s right to self-
determination.
The Casemates crowd – a sea of red 
and white – echoed the patriotic 
sentiments as Chief Minister Fabian 
Picardo delivered the final address, 
centering around a salute to the 
‘evacuation generation’ of 75 years 
ago.
Linking it to the current refugee cri-
sis engulfing Europe, he vowed to 
help as much as possible under the 
plea that ‘sharing is caring’.
But it was Conservative MP for 
Romford, Andrew Rosindell, who 

got the biggest cheer, when he in-
sisted the Royal Navy should - once 
again - have battleships permanent-
ly stationed in Gibraltar.
“The people of Gibraltar are a part of 
the Great British family and I would 
like to see a battleship here to appre-
hend any Spanish ship to illegally 
enter British waters,” he said.
Democratic Unionist MP Ian Paisley 
added: “These are our international 
waters, this is our country, these are 
our people and we must support 
them.” 
“We will never surrender this rock!” 
he roared in a rousing address.
After waving a letter of ‘best wishes’ 
from the Queen, the Chief Minister 
finally vowed to increase National 
Day celebrations in years to come.

By Tom Powell

PARTY MODE: Gibraltarians celebrate National Day with 
inflatable barbary macaque

“National Day will never ever be 
diminished. In fact, it will only get 
bigger. We stand together, red white 
and free!” he bellowed.
Following the speeches, the tradi-
tional releasing of the balloons – 
which has caused controversy in re-

cent years due to its environmental 
impact – took place.
Then, as the crowds gazed up at the 
red and white speckled sky, Tina 
Turner’s Simply the Best blasted 
through the sound system, signalling 
the start of an almighty party.

WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF GIBRALTAR’S EXCITING NEW NEWSPAPER

Let HiFX help you 
reach your 
destination.
www.hifx.co.uk

FIRST Minister Fabian Picar-
do has given a warm welcome 
to the Olive Press’ launch in 
Gibraltar.
The father-of-two saluted the 
paper’s original reporting 
and insisted his government 
would give its full support to 
aid our growth in the enclave.
“I am delighted to cooperate 
and to ensure you receive all 
the help you need to inform 
those who choose the Olive 
Press for their news.
“Welcome to the media stable 
in Gibraltar.”

Blown away
The Rock’s leader was talking 
alongside his lawyer wife Jus-
tine ahead of his key speech 
at National Day, one of the 
‘most significant ever’.
He told the Olive Press: “It is 
particularly auspicious this 
year with the day commemo-
rating the 75th anniversary of 
great evacuation of the Rock, 
as well as coming in the week 
the Queen becomes the UK’s 
longest serving monarch.”
A highlight of his week was 
watching Kings of Leon at the 
Gibraltar Music Festival.
“Not at the front as I would 
have got crushed,” he joked. 
“But I was blown away when 
I saw everyone’s hands in the 
air for Sex on Fire, the best 
rock song of the last decade.”
As for a date for his first re-
election contest, rumoured to 
be on November 20, he said: 
“The only person who knows 
is my wife.”

Welcome 
to the Rock

SEE PAGE 6

New 
leader
FORMER deputy chief minister 
Keith Azopardi has said he will 
consider running for leader of 
the GSD after rejoining the op-
position last week.
“I have rejoined to play my part 
in any renewal of the party to 
the extent that the current lead-
ership, MPs, the Executive and 
members desire,” he said.
Meanwhile, others anticipate 
party founder Peter Monteg-
riffo's return.
“If Peter Montegriffo stands I 
will support him,” said Azopar-

di.
“If he does not then I will con-
sider throwing my hat in the 
ring.”
Another rumoured contender 
Damon Bossino, has not con-
firmed whether he intends to 
stand for leadership.
It comes after former leader 
Daniel Feetham announced his 
resignation from the post ear-
lier this month due to 'personal 
family reasons.'
Roy Clinton has taken over in 
the interim until a permanent 
leader is chosen.

WIN, WIN, WIN
Three pairs 
of tickets to 
some of the 
Costa del 
Sol’s hottest 
summer 
concerts are 
up for grabs. 
SEE PAGE 3

Bin it
RECYCLING bins have been 
installed on ALL beaches in Gi-
braltar. 
Some 26 recycling units have 
been placed on all six beaches, 
with each containing four bins 
- a yellow one for plastics, cans 
and tetra brik containers, green 
for glass, blue for paper and 
cardboard and black for other 
general waste. 
The initiative forms part of a 
plan to increase recycling rates 
and reduce littering. 
The bins are being serviced 
daily and additional, larger re-
cycling and general waste bins 
are also available on all beaches 
if the smaller units are full.

A SUSPECT in the Lisa Brown 
case has been found adrift in the 
Atlantic.
71-year-old Ron Beasley, from 
Wales, was found drifting 200 
miles off the coast of Portugal.
The sailor, who has a wooden 
leg, was said to be so disoriented 
he was unable to recall his name 
when an Italian catamaran crew 
came across his shipwrecked 
yacht, the Doolou.
His ship was drifting without 
electricity or engine power in a 
busy shipping path and was at 
risk of being mowed down by a 
freighter.

Run
Beasley told his rescuers that he 
was on the run from gangsters. 
When they asked him if he re-
quired assistance, he said: "No 
radio, no engine, no electricity."
It comes just weeks after the 
Olive Press exclusively revealed 
Beasley was ‘hiding from crimi-
nal gangs’ in a port in Portugal. 
Beasley, who was friends with 
Brown and her now-suspect 
boyfriend Simon Corner, told 
the Olive Press how he had ab-
sconded from bail after being 
arrested for withholding infor-

Murky 
watersEXCLUSIVE 

By Laurence Dollimore
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THIRD 
MAN

Missing expat Lisa Brown suspect flees Spain to escape Costa del Sol ‘drug mafia’ 

?

gave me 24 hours to leave or 
they said they would slit my 
throat.”
He added: “They think I’m a 
grass, if I go back to Spain 
I’m a dead man.”
He claims he has been 
pleaded with the British 
Embassy for help, but no-
body had not returned his 
calls.
Lisa’s sister claimed she 
could not comment directly 
about his involvement.
Helen Jordan, 50, said: 
“We just want him to tell 
the truth and maybe the 
authorities will then help 
him.”

If you have informa-
tion contact the Olive 
Press on 951 273 575 or 
at newsdesk@theolive-
press.es 

Lisa’s sister, Helen Jordan, 50, has insisted her family will never quit until those responsible are behind bars. It comes two months after Simon 
Corner was released on bail, pay-
ing €10,000.
“We are Lisa’s voice now and will 
never stop pushing for answers,” 
Jordan told the Olive Press.
“The people who know where she 
is are living normal lives among 
you. They are walking your streets 
and are dangerous.” 
Police fear she was murdered at 
home before her body was thrown 
out to sea.

in Alcaidesa port.
“I’m just a guy on a boat try-
ing to enjoy the easy life, I 
mind my own business.
“But they came to me and 

del Sol drug mafia’.
He says they believe he could 
be a police informant after 
being docked close to people 
who work in the drugs trade 

A THIRD British man ar-
rested over missing ex-
pat Lisa Brown has fled to 
Portugal on his grandson’s 
boat, it can be revealed.
The Olive Press has spoken 
to the Welsh pensioner, 
who confirmed that he was 
currently ‘living in a Portu-
guese port’, but refused to 
give further details.
Ron Beasley, 71, confirmed 
he had broken his bail con-
ditions, which required him 
to report to San Roque po-
lice every day, but had been 
forced to leave Spain to 
escape the clutches of the 
‘Costa del Sol drug mafia’.

Dragged
However, he insisted he is 
entirely innocent and was 
wrongly dragged into the 
investigation over miss-
ing Brown, who mysteri-
ously vanished November 
4, 2015.
Beasley was pals with Lisa’s 
boyfriend at the time, Si-
mon Corner, who he sold a 
boat engine to.
He was pulled in for ‘with-
holding information’, 
alongside Stephen Jackson 
and Corner, both of whom 
are still under investigation.
“I was held for three days 
and grilled constantly,” he 
told the Olive Press. “If they 
had anything they would 
have charged me by now, 
it’s ridiculous, I told them 
everything I know,”
Speaking on a mobile from 
his boat in Portugal, he add-
ed: “The last time I saw Lisa 
was on November 1, (three 
days before she vanished), 
when I asked her if she had 
got some antiques I had de-
livered to her home.
“If I knew where Lisa was, I 
would have told the police.”
He is now involved in a legal 
tussle with Spanish police to 
have his passport returned.
The Swansea-born expat, 
who has a wooden leg and 
needs heart medication, 
claims he was forced to 
leave La Linea by the ‘Costa 

Sister’s promise

THE Olive Press is demand-
ing action against a string 
of fake holiday rental sites 
falsely advertising luxury vil-
las across Spain.
It comes after we reported last 
issue that scam site Rentholi-
daysvillas.com was conning 
British tourists out of thou-
sands of euros each year.
One of its victims Rugby star 
Dean Schofield shelled out 
nearly 50,000 euros for a 
fraudulent villa break.
In total, British victims lost 
€8.16 million in holiday scams 
last year, a year-on-year rise of 
20%, claims the Association of 
British Travel Agents (ABTA).

Worst
We have now discovered 
many other websites running 
similar fraudulent schemes, 
including Spainvipholi-
days.com, Luxurydreams-
villas.com and www.dig-
italdreamsholidays.com.
Top-end properties in Mar-
bella and Sotogrande are be-
ing marketed by the scam-
mers at massively reduced 
prices to lure victims in.
Helle Heredia, from Costa del 
Sol-based rental firm Nova-
sol, said she had heard of ‘25 
to 30’ recent cases of people 
being scammed but believes 
there are ‘many more’.
“It’s so scary with these scam 
sites - they pop up with just 
one purpose; of robbing peo-
ple of their money in the most 
important time of everyone’s 
year - their holidays,” she said.
“It is too easy to make a web-
site today - just ensure not to 
be tempted by fantastic offers 
by companies you have never 
heard about. Don’t let scam-

Catch 
these 
conmen

Continues on Page 2
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EXCLUSIVE By Joe DugganRUGBY star Dean Schofield is urging action after being mauled in a sophisticated holi-day shakedown.Wasps international Dean (above) and wife Gemma, both 38, were set to take a dream break to Spain with friends to celebrate the England interna-tional’s retirement.But the vacation turned into a nightmare after the group of 16 from Cheshire unwittingly booked via a fraudulent holi-day website that has dozens of homes on the Costa del Sol.In total, scammers took pay-ment and deposit of €5,700 (£5,000) and €11,400 (£10,000) respectively be-fore swiping another €29,800 (£26,000) for their stunning vil-la in Mallorca, which is owned by a wealthy British owner.

Mauled
England rugby international demands action over sophisticated holiday scam website that netted nearly €50,000 from him

The group only rumbled the scam, via rentholidaysvillas.com, the day before they flew. “We were very angry when we found out,” Gemma told the Olive Press this week. “It was a horrible moment and we weren’t sure what to do.“We started Googling it and 

other stories came up. When we emailed the person we’d been dealing with called ‘Flavio’ he sent an abusive email back.“Luckily we were in a fortunate position where we could ar-range an alternative villa and still get the flight over. But what if we were from a normal fam-ily and couldn’t afford to come? We were at least able to salvage the holiday.”The group had come across the stunning six-bedroom villa with a huge pool and grounds and got in touch via email.The website looked extremely credible and even had a photo of its alleged owner, ‘Flavio Her-nandes Davila’, who did the ne-gotiating.“I must confess we did think it was a bit cheap for where it was, and it in fact rents for a lot more,” admitted Gemma. Thankfully, the group of eight adults and eight children who are still on holiday are now trying to reclaim their money as the booking was made via a credit card.The website however is still live, despite being reported to its web hosting company by the Olive Press and to UK police.The website boasted that ‘you 

THREE DECADES IN BUSINESSThe Olive Press toasts the 30th anniversary of two of Andalucia’s yet leading hotels, Molino del Santo and Sunset Beach Club

Rentholidaysvillas.com is hosted by US-based server GoDaddy, which was warned as long ago as April of the scam by a leading holiday rental site in Spain. When asked why it was still live this week, GoDaddy Digital Crimes boss Ben Butler, explained: “We communicate regularly 

with law enforcement on alleged fraud and have processes for taking action. If anyone believes they have been defraud-ed they should contact law enforcement.”Contact your local police and Action Fraud and email newsdesk@theolivepress.es if you’ve been scammed.

STOP THE SCAMMERS
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CELEBRATIONS: Inside

TRUE HEROES A PAIR of Spanish heroes came to the aid of Lon-doners attacked by three crazed terrorists. Ignacio Echeverria and Sergio Fa-rina stepped in to save the lives of innocent bystand-ers caught up in the car-nage that killed seven and injured 48.Fears however are now growing for Ignacio Ech-everria (pictured top left), from Madrid, who defend-ed a woman from one of the terrorists.Echeverria, 39, is said to have been on his way home from a skate park on the Saturday night when he attempted to defend a woman with his skate-board in Borough Market. He was last seen lying on the pavement and his fam-ily have been unable to locate him despite calling the Spanish consulate, and hospitals.The Red Cross has also made an appeal to locate him.OnslaughtIn a second incident, a he-roic Spanish waiter put his life on the line during the onslaught.CCTV footage shows Ser-gio Farina, from Galicia, throw himself against the door of his bar to prevent one of the knife-brandish-ing terrorists from enter-ing.He managed to keep the man at bay, before open-ing the door to help anoth-er person find safety.“You do not even think about it,” he said. “I could have simply left, as every-one did, but I would have left 28 people behind.”He added that ‘all he could see was a guy with dyna-mite’ as he tried to lower the bar shutters.He added: “We did not know how many terrorists there were and whether they would return.”

SCAMMED: Holiday group and (right) fake site with profile stolen from Oz agent

 Spycatcher

Opinion Page 6

BRAVE: Ignacio and Sergio (right)

EXCLUSIVE 
By Laurence Dollimore

SCAM: In last issue 

TRIO PROBED: Jackson and Corner and (middle) Beasley

Lisa Brown 
suspect found 
adrift on boat 
in the Atlantic

The  Kaskazi, a 60 ft 
catamaran on the final leg of 
the crossing the Atlantic

Beasley’s yacht was found drifting 
without power in a busy shipping lane 
200 miles from Gibraltar

The Kaskazi managed to tow 
the yacht to the Portuguese 
coast, 13 hours away

had deliv-
ered to her home, and that’s all 
I know.

 “If I knew where Lisa was, I 
would have told the police.”
 He is now involved in a legal 
tussle with Spanish police to 
have his passport returned.
The Swansea-born expat, 
who needs heart medication, 

claims he was forced to leave La 
Linea by local criminal groups.
He says they believe he could 
be a police informant after be-
ing docked close to people who 
work in the drugs trade and il-
legal dealings in Alcaidesa port.
 “I’m just a guy on a boat trying 
to enjoy the easy life, I mind my 
own business.
 “But they came to me and gave 
me 24 hours to leave or they 
said they would slit my throat.

 “They think I’m a grass, if I 
go back to Spain I’m a dead 
man.”
He claims he has been plead-
ing with the British Embassy 
for help, but that they had not 

returned Beasley’s calls at time 
of press.
Lisa’s sister said she could not 
comment directly about his in-
volvement.
Helen Jordan, 50, said: “We 
just want him to tell the truth 
and maybe the authorities will 
then help him.”

mation in the case. 
Brown was due to start a new 
job in Gibraltar when she went 
missing in November 2015, but 

Beasley said he knew nothing of 
her disappearance. 
Speaking on a mobile from his 
boat in Portugal, he added: “The 

last time I saw Lisa was on No-
vember 1, (three days before 
she vanished), when I asked her 
if she had got some antiques I 

www.theolivepress.es
19

November 9th - November 22nd 2016

Spain Property Guides Don’t get caught out when 
buying in Spain

10
years  

experience

70 k+
over

buyers helped 
per year

Download your FREE copy at: www.propertyguides.com/op

Call our expert team on: +34 800 099 551

Or e-mail us on: op@propertyguides.com

1   Ask the right questions 

2   Avoid losing money

3   Avoid the legal pitfalls 

4   Move in successfully

Avoid the common pitfalls and mistakes of purchasing property  

in Spain with your free copy of the Spain Buying Guide. 

Spain Property Guides

Don’t get 
caught out 
when buying 
in Spain

olive press

roperty
www.theolivepress.es        November 9th - November 22nd 2016           Issue 11

P
PAGE III

PAGE VIII

Real star’s 
house for rent

PAGE IV

Marbella 
top pads

Di favourite  
set to reopen

ROCA AND 
ROLLING

THE vast property port-
folio of disgraced Mar-
bella town planner Juan 
Antonio Roca has been 

put up for auction.
From stately homes in central 
Sevilla to party pads in Ibiza, 
and from horse carriages to 
vintage wines, everything you 
can imagine a corrupt official 
to possess is now up for grabs.
Roca has been forced to sell 
the items from behind bars to 
pay for his fines and civil liabil-
ity responsibilities.

Up for grabs: Property X-XI

PAGE XII

Rival  to 
Zagaleta

Foreign 
favourite
OVER 70% of all the proper-
ties sold in Andalucia are in 
Malaga.
Figures from January to July 
this year show there were 
4,978 registered real estate 
transactions in Malaga, an 
increase of 16.9% on the 
same period in the previous 
year, accounting for 70% of 
sales in Andalucia.
In the same period, the 
number of sales to foreign-
ers in the whole of Andalu-
cia rose by 18.9% year on 
year.
The figures show the Costa 
del Sol is still by far the 
number one choice for for-
eign buyers. 

Region
Meanwhile, figures from 
the second quarter of 2016 
show sales were up in all 
regions of Spain except Na-
varra and La Rioja, where 
they fell 20% and 2.7% re-
spectively. They rose the 
most in the Balearics (28%) 
and Catalonia (25%). 
The overall picture, accord-
ing to a report by the Nota-
ries’ Association, is one of 
a stronger market in areas 
that benefit from foreign 
demand, like Madrid, the 
Mediterranean coast, and 
the islands.
The figures confirm that 
Spain is heading towards 
a healthy recovery, with 
home sales in the whole of 
the country up 13.3% and 
house prices up 1.3%.

Ex-Marbella planning boss in one of the biggest property fire sales in history

The Olive Press responds to the need for a proper hard-hitting medium to 
represent and serve the huge expatriate community in southern Spain.
An alternative to the bland, one-dimensional news coverage that came before, 

The Olive Press supplies the latest news, as 
well as cultural matters and artistic events.
Launched in November 2006, it is Spain’s 
only newspaper written by real investigative 
journalists, professional food, travel and art 
writers and with contributions from many of 
Spain’s top foreign writers.
Growing from strength to strength, the 
fortnightly paper’s distribution is around 
100,000 copies per month and the paper 
has expanded geographically, covering all of 

Andalucia, Gibraltar and Mallorca, plus further afield through its 
website www.theolivepress.es.
Content that goes into making The Olive Press unique...

• Exclusive investigations and reporting 
on both a regional and national level. 

• In-depth features from our network of 
correspondents. 

• Regular campaigns on issues including 
the environment, nature and animals. 

• Resources for learning Spanish and 
integrating into the culture in La 
Cultura. 

• Regular food and drink articles with 
recipes and restaurant reviews. 

• Business profile section, expert legal, financial and property advice 
columns. 

• Dedicated travel, sport and property sections. 
• The ALL ABOUT series spotlighting various towns and areas around the 

region. 
• Extensive classified advertising section. 

“Spain’s best 
English daily news 

website”
- the Rough Guide

“Best expat paper 
in Spain, second in 

the world”
- TESCA AWARDS, LONDON

Welcome

And now in it’s 
third year, the 

popular bi-monthly 
Property Magazine 
counts on leading 
clients including 
Panorama, Taylor 

Wimpey and Engel 
& Volkers.

www.theolivepress.es
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SPAIN’S property market is set for another healthy year.
Sales and prices are expected to rise… as long as there are no sudden economic shocks, predicts one of the country’s largest agents.According to Anticipa sales will rise by 9.3% next year to 526,000 properties, up from 481,000 this year and 21% more than in 2016.

Prices are also expected to rise by 6.1% next year, on top of an expected 

6.9% this year.
Prices for resales and new builds meanwhile, are expected to continue to increase by 5.8% over the fourth quarter of this year.
The firm’s latest report, however, was compiled before Catalunya declared independence and Madrid imposed 

direct rule. 
The region is regarded as the wealthi-est in Spain and its capital Barcelona has seen some of the highest property price rises this year.
It is hoped that the political uncertain-ty will not affect sales too much, par-ticulary as regional elections have now 

been called for December 21, and the situation has calmed down.However, this has not stopped some of Spain’s largest property companies with links to the region, seeing their share prices slump. 
Merlin Properties and Colonial fell by 5.3% and 6.4% respectively at the height of the independence crisis.Investors, though, are adopting a ‘wait and see’ policy in the run up to the elections.

BRING IT ONAnother 12 months of growth in Spain with 10% more sales - as long as Catalunya is dealt with

Buying or selling?

Heads 
up!
Find out 
how drones are 
changing the property 
game and how they can 
help you sell your home 

The thinker’s finca
DON’T think about it too long… but this historic home once owned by one of the godfather’s of Spanish philosophy has just come up for sale.
The 1,500 metre square country home, Casa Mata, was once owned by Mallorcan philosopher Ramon Llull, who wrote in Catalan. 
Credited as being one of the forefathers of the Catalan language, Llull even has a univer-sity named after him in Barcelona.On sale via various agents, the stunning hunting estate in Mallor-ca has 53 hectares of prime land and numerous outbuildings.The 13th century writer and artist was hugely influential on the is-land and once taught king James II of Aragon.

Llull lived in the huge estate near Algaida from 1250 until a series of six religious visions led him to leave his family to lead a life as a missionary converting Muslims and Jews to catholi-cism. 
He wrote over 200 works during his life and has a tomb in Palma’s basilica of St Francis, currently be-ing restored.
His family sold the home in the 16th century.It sits near Llucmajor on the road from Randa to Montuiri.

ANCIENT: a Llull book

The 
Brits 
are 
back
BRITISH buyers have 
bounced back in 
Spain over the sec-
ond half of the year.
According to one key 
developer, the num-
ber of British buy-
ers has more than 
doubled on the same 
period last year.
Between July and 
October 2017, 
homebuilder Taylor 
Wimpey has seen 
a whopping 118% 
increase in buyers 
from the UK.
“We are extremely 
proud of the results 
generated to date 
in 2017,” said sales 
boss Marc Pritchard. 
“And it is great to 
see the British buy-
ers back.
“They have been half 
of the buyers in the 
last four months.”
So far this year, 
Spain’s leading 
housebuilder has 
reported a 13% in-
crease in sales (388 
properties) com-
pared to 342 homes 
last year.
Enquiries for holi-
day homes during 
the summer season 
were up by 13% - the 
biggest growth seen 
in the last six years.

PHILOSOPHER’S STONES: Thinker Llull (left) once lived in stunning Casa Mata
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The Olive Press is the most popular English language publication in Andalucia and is free. The Rough 
Guide votes it ‘the best ..for its investigative reporting etc’ while we were recently voted ‘best expat 
paper in Spain’ and ‘second in the world’ at the TESCA awards in London.
With a team of half a dozen professionaly-trained journalists we break stories on a weekly basis and 
are regularly employed by the national newspapers in the UK to investigate stories in Spain.

The Olive Press consistently maintains a high ratio (around 50/50) of quality news items and 
features to adverts compared to the majority of our competitors. As a result, any advertisement 
stands out more in our publication. 
Prime advertising slots soon sell out due to limited spaces. Therefore, by advertising now, any 
advertiser will be able to get ahead by holding onto a prime position and keeping it. 

The Paper

Three seParaTe ediTions
The Olive 
Press now 
covers 
three 
distinct 
regions, 
Andalucia, 
Gibraltar 
and 
Mallorca

Vol. 1 Issue 18 www.theolivepress.es  December 21st - January 4th 2018FREE

Voted

 expat 
paper 

in Spain

BEST New Year’s 
Day Brunch

Located on the dockside, opposite Palma Auditorium. On site 24 hour car parking.
www.theboathouse.es • events@theboathouse.es • 971 220 990 • www.facebook.com/theboathousepalma

Bubbles • Bloody Mary Bar • Buffet • Al Fresco Kitchen • Raw Bar • Desserts • Book now on 971 734 114.

Junta leaders under trial in 
Spain’s biggest fraud case 

Reptile update

Page 4

Tel: +34 971 794 132
 Mobile: +34 639 702 411

FLIGHTS
per person from

€99

www.balearic-helicopters.com

Three Lions
pub

Best English Pub 
in Palma

Great food
Live Music Every 
Night from 12am

Ave de Gabriel Roca 4, Palma

Three Lions
pub

SEE MORE IN 
THE RESTAURANT 
SECTION INSIDE

Gifts 
from 
the 
depths

Historic 
underwater 
finds are a 
rare and early 
Christmas 
present for the 
Balearics
By Gillian Keller & Kirsty 

Tuxford
Christmas might be as-
sociated with gold, frank-
incense and myrrh, but a 
different kind of treasure 
has been found in the wa-
ters off Mallorca.
Discovered in separate 
locations, two hauls of 
Roman antiquities were 
retrieved from the bottom 
of the sea by police divers 
early this month.
Among the booty recov-
ered by the Guardia Civil’s 
underwater team (GEAS) 
was an anchor from a Ro-
man galleon, believed to 
have sunk in the Marina 
de Llevant nature reserve 
around 100AD. 

Treasures
The anchor and the rest of 
the loot, which included 
a pottery jar dating back 
from the third century BC, 
could be worth mil-
lions.
Consell de 
M a l l o r c a ’ s 
d e p a r t -
ment of 
h e r i t a g e 
w h i c h 
a u t h o -
rised the 
recovery, 
will now 
decide how 
best to dis-
play it.
Speaking to the 
Olive Press, a Guar-
dia Civil spokesman said: 
“Many ancient cultures 
sailed through these mag-

Find out more on page XX
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Expats 
Catalunya 
terror
OVER 75% of expats living 
in Catalunya are strongly op-
posed to the region obtaining 
independence, according to a 
survey run by Spanish Prop-
erty Insight.
Shockingly, 45% of those 
polled also revealed they were 
considering leaving Catalu-
nya as a result of uncertainty 
surrounding the region’s fu-
ture.
The results of the study come 
ahead of Catalans heading to 
the polls today to elect a new 
regional parliament.
While Inés Arrimadas’ 
Ciutadans (Cs) party is pre-
dicted to win the most seats, 
a coalition between pro-in-
dependence parties Esquerra 
(ERC), led by Oriol Junquer-
as, and Junts per Catalunya, 
headed by the exiled Carles 
Puigdemont, are expected to 
form a government in a real 
blow for Madrid.
“The independence move-
ment has come to dominate 
public life in Catalunya, but 
the identity politics of it 
leaves many expats cold,” 
said Mark Stücklin, head of 
Spanish Property Insight.
“Expats choose to live in 
Catalunya because of its high 
quality of life, so they strug-
gle to relate to the historical 
grievances and nationalist 
emotions of the indepen-
dence movement.
“An exodus of expats would 
be a disaster for Catalunya.” 

TRIO: Of divers

nificent wa-
ters and as 
such they 

hold some 
great trea-

sures. This 
is not the first 

time we have found 
items of such archaeo-

logical importance.”
“It is very likely that there 

are still some gems out 
there just waiting to be dis-
covered.”
In tandem to recover-
ing treasure underwater, 
the Guardia Civil has also 
been busy retrieving some 
that had already made it to 
land.
Operation Garum, saw 
teams swoop in on a num-
ber of homes belonging to a 
trio of local divers, finding 
42 items.
The three men have been 
accused of stealing trea-
sure rightfully belonging 
to the country, by trawl-
ing the sea bed with fishing 
nets. RARE FIND: Roman pots

See you on the slopes with our 
special Sierra Nevada pullout

www.theolivepress.es
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Continues on next page

The Sierra Nevada has all the white stuff for a winter wonderland getaway, writes Jed Neill (right)
HE doesn’t know how lucky he is, with the mountains on his doorstep,” says friendly expat Clive Jones, referring to his four-year-old son, as the Emile Allais ski lift takes us skyward, soaring above slaloming skiers zig-zagging down the pistes in co-lourful outfits.  The little boy stares unblinkingly down, as if wres-tling with this thought, before piping up: ‘Daddy why are your skis bigger than mine?’Fearless and icicle cool, the high adrenalin experi-ence is easily accessible fun-filled day in the snow for this intrepid tot. Mum and dad have bucked the parental trend of dropping junior off at ski school and are teaching him the ropes of the slopes themselves.The smiles on their faces probably have something to do with leaving the Welsh countryside behind to live and work in the sunnier pastures of Aguilas in Murcia, under three hours away from Spain’s pre-mier ski resort.I met the family on a gondola out of Pradollano to-wards the transport nexus of Borreguiles.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS... 
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MAYFAIR
ONMAIN

Gibraltar’s luxury hair 
salon experience  
where quality & 
service matter

286 Main Street 
Gibraltar, GX11 1AA 
(+350) 200 75913

info@mayfaironmain.gi 
www.mayfaironmain.gi
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EXCLUSIVE 
By Joe Wallen

Full story on accused 
Carolina Lishman killer 
on page 4
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GIBRALTAR’S leader has 
blasted Theresa May and 
Brussels for forgetting the 
territory during the latest 
round of Brexit negotiations.
It comes after a bitter row 
over whether to allow North-
ern Ireland to stay in the EU 
threatened to put a spanner 
in the works.
Now after Wales, Scotland 
and even London suggested 
they could have separate 
trading deals, leader Fabian 
Picardo warned the UK not 
to overlook them as wran-
gling over trade talks goes to 
the wire ahead of a crunch 
EU summit in 10 days.

Frontier
The Chief Minister said: “We 
can’t forget that thousands 
of people will need to be able 
to continue to freely cross 
the frontier between Gibral-
tar and Spain after Brexit — 
it’s not all about the border 
with Ireland!
 “The Gibraltar frontier af-
fects families, tourists, busi-
nesses and workers.
“It has to continue to work 
without Madrid or Brussels 
bureaucrats putting unnec-
essary obstacles in people's 
way to punish us for Brexit.
“And this matters as much 
to Gibraltarians and Brits as 
it matters to Spaniards and 
other Europeans.”
In the furious broadside, 

ForgEt 
mE not!

Picardo hits 
out at Theresa 
May in Brexit 
blast 

THE new leader of the op-
position has promised a 
radical overhaul to the edu-
cation system in Gibraltar.
In his first in depth inter-
view since being elected 
GSD leader, Keith Azopar-
di told the Gibraltar Ol-
ive Press about his radical 
nine-point political plan. 
Azopardi - who beat Roy 
Clinton in Thursday’s lead-
ership election - promised 
to get straight down to busi-
ness. In particular with the 
education system.
“Not enough is being done 
for non academic people,” 
he insisted. “We want more 
practical opportunities for 
our youth.”
“It is a policy priority, not 
only to cater for academ-
ics but for non-academic 
youngsters.”

Concern
His comments come after 
GSD MP Elliott Phillips 
stated his concern that the 
current government had 
created a ‘lost generation’ 
by pushing too many stu-
dents into higher education.
Lawyer Azopardi takes the 
subject particularly seri-
ously, with two daughters 
currently going through A-
levels and GCSEs.
He admitted it had certainly 
been ‘a frenetic time’ since 
becoming leader but was 
looking forward to the dust 
settling so he could debate 
policy with party members. 
“It’s a great privilege and 
an honour to lead the GSD 
and I’m very grateful for the 
support I have received,” 
said Azopardi, who won 

he also took a pop at Spain, 
adding: “13,000 Spanish 
residents work in Gibraltar 
every day - and many kids 
come into Gibraltar for pri-
vate schools here too!
"We musn't let stale Spanish 

or European politics get in 
their way."
It comes after Prime Min-
ister May came up with a 
breakthrough plan to allow 
Northern Ireland to remain 
in the EU, while the UK left, 

as she met with EU negotia-
tors in Brussels on Monday.
Scottish First Minister Nico-
la Sturgeon insisted staying 
in the EU was the ‘right so-
lution’ for Northern Ireland, 
but added that she saw ‘no 

Continues on Page 4

good practical reason’ why 
other regions couldn’t stay 
in.
London mayor Sadiq Khan 
joined in, insisting there 
would be ‘huge ramifications 
for London’ if it could stay in 
the single market and cus-
toms union after Brexit.
“Londoners overwhelmingly 
voted to remain in the EU 
and a similar deal here could 
protect tens of thousands of 
jobs.”
Picardo agreed with the lead-
ers, saying: “If differentiated 
solutions are a possibility, 
they should be a possibility 
for each of the relevant na-
tions, Gibraltar included.”
Some 96% of Gibraltarians 
voted Remain last year.
Sadly the DUP and Northern 
Ireland assembly opposed 
the plan, putting a spanner 
in the works insisting the 
party had not been properly 
consulted.
High level negotiations are 
set to continue all week.

Is the future of budget air travel 
in jeopardy?  The Olive Press 
investigates 

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough
Find out why Spain’s 
Guadalhorce valley could 
be the perfect winter 
getaway 

THE former Spanish foreign minister has claimed ‘Gibraltar 

may be Spanish in four years’.
José Manuel García-Margallo made the claim during a private 

interview with members of the Andalucian Management Club.

He believes a drop in living standards will occur when Gibraltar 

leaves the EU, making Gibraltarians more sympathet- ic to an 

allegiance switch.
“This is an opportunity that we have not had 

since 1700 and the Treaty of Utrecht, since at 

the same time that the United Kingdom leaves 

the European Union, so does Gibraltar,” he 

said. “A bilateral negotiation must be estab-

lished between Spain and Great Britain.
“Staying outside the EU and not be-

ing able to access the European market 

would affect their standard of living, 

giving us the upper hand in any negotia-

tions.”

margallo madness
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GAll 
about Valley

uadalhorce

FINDING a red telephone box (below) at 
the top of a Spanish mountain peak 
makes you question whether you really 
left home at all. It’s a talking point in the courtyard of the Cer-

ro de Hijar, one of the country’s most isolated 
hotels, although you can’t phone home on it. 
But as the clouds part and the deep green 
cleavage of the Guadalhorce Valley reveals 
itself, I realise what home has always been 
missing.But don’t just take my word for it. Spain’s na-
tional government agrees.The Sierra de las Nieves is currently on track 
to become Malaga’s first national park….and 
only the third in Andalucia.Parts have had natural park protection since 
1989 and its heartland is a UNESCO biosphere reserve but now its status is set to soar.  Largely untouched by tourists, despite its close connections to the coast, it is a quick, hassle-free way to spend a weekend.The park’s wealth of biodiversity, including the celebrated Pinsaop fir trees, ibex and otter populations, are key com-ponents of its bid for the coveted title.Approaching this would-be new kid on the nation-al park block, it is best to go through Tolox, back door to this incredible 

mountain range. If Coin sits at the foot of the Sierra de las 
Nieves, then Tolox is the toenail.At this time of the year, the trees are auburn 
dimples burned into an otherwise seamless 
green and with the highest peak at 2,000 me-
tres, there’s plenty to go round.But with eight municipalities to choose from, 
resting your head after long days walk can be 
a tough choice.One place that is off the grid but very much in 
the centre of authentic Spain is Alozaina.
With arab archways running through the cen-
tre of town, it is a firm reminder of how far-
reaching the Moors were. At the top is the Iglesia De Santa Ana, a small 
church with a Romanesque tower glued onto 
the side. Inside, three Catholic women sit star-
ing at a cross.  After spending €3 on bread, fried squid tapas 
and a beer at Bar de Olivo, I felt good.Barman Hector Santos thinks the whole area 
will change if national park status is granted 
in mid-2018. 

Continues on Page 11

Ain’t No Mountain High Enough ...
STUNNING: Alhaurin and (left) Yunquera in 
front of the soon-to-be declared National Park

… but the peerless peaks of the Sierra de las Nieves could make you late for dinner, writes ...

The

A Traditional Butchers supplying all the best cuts of meat.Homemade sausages, burgers, cooked meats and savouries.Refrigerated deliveries availableCall Martin 667 431 366 yeolbutchery@gmail.com

Ye Ole’Butchery

Tues: 9.30am-2pm   Wed-Fri: 9.30am-4pmSat: 9.30am-2pm   Closed Monday

10 years 

serving the 

Guadalhorce Valley

Hard 
lessons 
for 
Azopardi SEE PAGE 11

SEE PAGE 6

 By Laurence Dollimore
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Our readers are English-speakers in Andalucia, or 
who have strong links to Andalucia, and want a 
quality read about the region. 
Our loyal readership is attracted to interesting 
articles that cover everything from the Spanish 
legal systems to tourism meaning that advertisers 
of all markets benefit. 
More than one million expats live in Andalucía 
mostly from Britain but also from Germany, 
Scandinavia, Holland and America. The amount of 

expendable wealth that our readers have at their 
disposal continues to attract advertisers. According 
to the NatWest Expat wealth ranking survey, over 
58% of British expats invest more money abroad 
than they do at home, spending more on shopping 
(+22%) food (+25%) and socialising (15%). 
Most of our readers are well travelled and show a 
keen interest in experiencing Spain, which makes 
the Olive Press a prime advertising medium for 
travel and tourism related businesses. 

Advertising
To share in The Olive Press success and 

increase your business potential further, our 
sales team are happy to answer any queries 

you may have. 
Please contact us and see how we can help 

you. 

Telephone: (0034) 951 273 575 
or 691 831 399 or email 
sales@theolivepress.es 

The Market

Socialising +15%

Shopping +22%
Food +25%

25%

25% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on food than 

they do at 
home

22%

22% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on shopping 
than they do 

at home15% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on socialising 
than they do 

at home

15%

58% of British 
expats invest more 
money abroad than 

they do at home
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The Olive Press is read all over 
the English speaking world, 

ranked around 250,000 in the 
top 10 billion global websites, 

by Alexa.com
All issues of the paper are 
available as downloadable 

PDFs opening up advertisers 
to a worldwide audience. 

6,2K 

Daily unique visitors

10K

Monthly visits
300K

Daily page views
20K

• over half of our 
readers earn more 
than 20,000 euros a 
year. 

• over 40% of our 
readers travel out 
of Spain more than 
three times a year. 

• 72% of our readers 
are from the UK. 

• Almost 70% of our 
readers eat out more 
than three times per 
month. 

• over 60% of our 
readers speak 
Spanish sufficiently to 
communicate

• over 80% of our 
readers check the 
Olive Press website 
on a daily or weekly 
basis

13,4K 

Social Media Reach

A clever and well 
travelled bunch

An incredible six out of ten Olive Press readers can speak 
Spanish ‘sufficiently to communicate’.
After an in-depth poll of our readers, we also discovered 
that over half of our readers earn more than 20,000 
euros a year.
In good news for the tourism and restaurant sector, some 
70 per cent of them eat out more than three times a 
month, while four out of ten people travel out of Spain 
more than three times a year.
Over 60 per cent of our readers check our website on a 
daily or weekly basis
In a fascinating mix of nationalities we found that six per 
cent of our readers are from the USA and six per cent are 

from Ireland.
Surprisingly four per cent were Dutch, while two per cent 
were from France, and another two per cent were from 
Denmark and Portugal.
The majority of course – around 55 per cent – come from 
the UK.
Most importantly, over 80 per cent of our readers check 
The Olive Press (www.theolivepress.es) website on a 
daily or weekly basis.
And we expect this figure to rise to up to 90 per cent by 
the end of 2018.
The poll was conducted both in the paper and online. A 
total of 900 readers filled in questionnaires.
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The Olive Press is easy to read on all 
electronic devices.
The newspaper is available on all 
Android and Apple mobile phones, 
tablets and other devices – totally 
free!
Updated every fortnight it is easy to 
flick through the pages, zooming in 
and out on whatever device you are 
using
You can also now read and interact 
with the Olive Press through all 
major social media platforms, 
including: Facebook, Twitter, IOS 
and Android apps. 
We have over 6,200 legitimate 
Twitter and 13,400 Facebook (not 
paid for) followers unlike some of 
our rivals.

Digital e-editions

Supporting the paper is the popular 
website www.theolivepress.es, Spain’s 

best news website, receiving over 
300,000 visits each month. A fantastic 
way to get your business noticed, the 

website receives around 
10,000 visitors a day

Online

the olive press

green guide

OUr OTher SITeS

Estepona
952 887 125

estepona@ibexinsure.com

Fuengirola 
952 465 588

fuengirola@ibexinsure.com
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See our ad inside  
for details.

59€

Free 
varifocal 
lenses
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With over two decades in business, Cambridge provides secure and affordable ways to make overseas payments 

from your UK bank, giving you the peace of mind you need to effectively manage the purchase of your new property. 

For information connect with our Costa Del Sol office today !  Costadelsol@cambridgefx.co.uk   I  +34  952  830176 
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ESTEPONA PORT   Irish Bar & Restaurant

Tel: 951 517 015   www.healymacs.com

BATTLES COMMENCE

Future of Europe is in the balance

BALLOT boxes are being wheeled out across Spain, Gibraltar and the 

UK, as Europe gears up for a week that will shape the continent for 

decades, even centuries. 

The future of Europe hangs well and truly in the balance, with the 

latest Brexit referendum polls putting Leave and Remain neck 

and neck before tomorrow's key vote.  

And if Britain opts to leave, then the future of up to a mil-

lion expats and Gibraltarians will hinge on who gets 

elected in Spain’s national elections on Sunday.

After all, the PP party has already warned 

expats could lose their right to work if 

Britain leaves, not to mention that it 

would push for joint sovereignty 

over Gibraltar. We hold our 

breath. 

Into the 
crystal ball

Page 6

IN IT TO WIN 
IT: (From 

left)  Rajoy, 
Sanchez, 

Rivera and 
Iglesias

UNITED: Cameron and Picardo, while 

(right) Brexiters Farage and Gove 

Now in Andalucía!

the good life

Follow us: 

Holland & Barrett Andalucía

In addition to the Olive Press website, we have five other sites. 
For news and features on Gibraltar and the nearby Campo de 

Gibraltar area we have www.gibraltarolivepress.com.
For environmental news we have www.greenguidespain.com, 

which is a popular resource for expats and Spanish interested in 
sustainability.

For travel, culture and entertainment, we have the highly popular 
www.allaboutandalucia.com, which is updated daily.

For lovers of food and restaurants, www.diningsecretsofandalu-
cia.com is an absolute must. Linked into the popular book, it has 

hundreds of restaurants reviewed and a fully interactive com-
ments section. 

Finally, our property site www.allaboutandaluciaproperty.com is 
a well-established site that is soon to have a complete overhaul.
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Let HiFX help you 

reach your 

destination.
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Antiques, Jewellers & Pawnbrokers

WE BUY, WE PAY MORE, WE PAY CASH

Avda. Ramon y Cajal 40, Fuengirola, Malaga 29640

EASY PARKING

952 588 795 or 609 529 633

Diamonds@anthonys-diamonds.com

WANTED
All types of antiques, gold, silver, jewellery, 

watches, paintings and unusual items.

ANTHONYS
Est 1984

EIGHT years and 200 issues 

ago the very first Olive Press 

hit the streets.

That issue exposed the travesty 

of greedy developers cutting off 

footpaths as they began carving 

a golf course and the obligatory 

1,000-plus houses on Unesco-pro-

tected land near Ronda.

In each issue that has followed, 

we have fought and campaigned 

to make Andalucia a greener, saf-

er and all round better place.

Born out of a desire to bring en-

vironmental issues into the public 

eye, the Olive Press has evolved 

into Spain’s number-one English-

language newspaper.

It is the only one prepared to in-

vestigate scams, expose evil and 

fight for justice – as various legal 

threats have shown.

Vulnerable

Those who think they can trample 

over the elderly, the honest and 

the vulnerable - expat or other-

wise - will continue to find them-

selves exposed by the Olive Press.

Corruption cases, including Los 

Merinos and the ERE scandal, are 

finally out in the open as the voice 

of dissent grows louder.

Next year is set to be monumen-

tal in Spain’s political history, as 

a new party Podemos threatens to 

blow apart the corrupt two-party 

state.
We have been shining a light on 

the corruption and injustices here 

for nearly a decade and we are 

backing any attempt to breathe 

new life into Spanish politics and 

clean up the country.

Here’s to the next 200 issues, and 

a better, cleaner, fairer Spain!

Page 18

Discover how the Olive Press 

came to the rescue of the de-

caying home of celebrated 

British Hispanist Gerald 

Brenan.

Page 20
Expat writer Chris  

Stewart extols 

the virtues of the 

Alpujarras in his 

latest book. Read 

all about it in our exclusive 

serialisation and even win a 

copy of your own!

Page 52

Win a weekend 

away in beauti-

ful surroundings 

and a copy of the hottest 

new Spanish cookbook, 

exclusively serialised from 

this issue.

Page 51

Cellar de Can Roca may 

have just been crowned the 

world’s best restaurant. But 

how did it stand up to the 

Olive Press taste test?

FLASHBACK:  Our first issue in November 2006

AN expat landlord has held 

an unprecedented one-man 

protest against a tenant who 

hasn’t paid rent for two years.

David Lomas 

(left), 66, took 

to the streets 

over €10,000 

in unpaid rent 

at the home in 

Campilllos.

Followed by 

his four chil-

dren - aged 

between six 

and 12 - Lo-

mas marched 

from the three-bedroom 

property to the town hall to 

‘demand justice’.

Lomas, from Middlesbrough, 

Get out 
of my
house!
Landlord holds 

protest against 

tenant who hasn’t 

paid for years

EXCLUSIVE

By Rob Horgan

Continues on Page 2

MASSIVE anti-corruption 

raids have swept Andalucia, 

the Canary Islands and Ex-

tremadura, resulting in at 

least 30 arrests. 

A number of politicians and 

other town hall staff were 

among those arrested.

The arrests came on the 

orders of Judge Mercedes 

Alaya, who has been investi-

gating the ERE scandal at the 

Corruption 

crackdown

Continues on Page 4

PRINCESS Cristina, 49, has been charged with tax fraud 

and could now face an unprecedented court trial.

The charges against the sister of King Felipe VI come as part 

of an investigation into her husband Inaki, 46, who alleg-

edly embezzled millions of euros in public funds.

Princess charged with fraud
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SALE
For a limited time only,  
when you buy glasses  
from our 89€ range or  
above, you can choose from one 
of our great lens upgrades, FREE. 

See our ad inside for details

HURRY!LASt fEw dAYS

Is Spain still as cruel and brutal to animals 
as the world has come to expect, or...

A DUTCHMAN wrongly 
jailed for a rape on the 
Costa del Sol has been freed 
after 12 years in a Spanish 
prison.
Romano van der Dussen 
(above, left) was put be-
hind bars after being found 
guilty of three rapes in 
Fuengirola.
It comes after convicted UK 
killer Mark Dixie (right) 
confessed to one of the 
rapes in July last year and 
forensic tests later linked 
him to another attack.
Van der Dussen was con-
victed because he ‘looked 
like’ rapist Dixie.
No DNA evidence was pre-
sented at the time but ad-
vances in technology have 
been able to clear Van der 
Dussen’s name.
The case is uncannily simi-
lar to the plot of US docu-
mentary Making a Mur-
derer which sees Stephen 
Avery’s wrongful conviction 
for rape for which he served 
18 years, overturned.

‘Lookalike’ 
freed at last!

Are times a-changing?

INHUMANE: Toro Jublio festival

LOCKED UP: Dogs transported 
EVIL: Dog dragged behind car in 
Sevilla, while (above) a turkey in Jaen 
and a bull in Torre de la Vega

FIERY FIESTA: Horses in Madrid

olive press
The original and only English-languageinvestigative newspaper in Andalucía

    OLIVE PRESS BRINGING YOU NOT ONE, NOT TWO, BUT THREE HOT EXCLUSIVES...
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Don’t let the
banks cash in
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Don’t let the
banks cash in

www.hifx.co.uk
see page 13
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The Property Queen fights back - Page 19

Fully accreditted BSKYB technician 
based in Las Alpujarras
Find us on 
facebook.com/alpusat.alpujarra
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UK TV Solutions
Installations

Troubleshooting

Bouncing back 
after the tsunami
Interview with Marbella property tsar Kristina Zsekely 

EXCLUSIVE

All that glitters is not Goldman - Page 6

The life and times 
of a perennial 

fraudster

A tribute to my 
mate Michael 

Jacobs

My dear friend            Michael - Page 16

By his best friend Chris Stewart

EXCLUSIVE

EXCLUSIVE

A SPONTANEOUS protest formed outside an animal shelter this weekend after horrific scenes of cruelty were broadcast by activists in An-dalucia.
A petition has now been set up to demand action against those responsible for leaving hundreds of dogs in pitiful conditions at the official ‘per-rera’ shelter in Mairena del Aljarafe, near Sevilla.

During a short YouTube video some animals are seen close to death, next to the dead bodies of other dogs.
Meanwhile faeces is strewn across the floor and scant food is scattered alongside it.The pens, each containing dozens of dogs, had clearly not been cleaned for days, if not weeks.

PITIFUL
THE countdown to the ‘Big Switch Off’ has finally begun.The clock is now ticking on free-to-air British televi-sion in southern Spain after a much-publicised satellite finally started moving into place.

Rumours emerged a couple of days ago that it was head-ing west towards its destina-tion, and have since been con-firmed by those in the know.At its current velocity the sat-ellite would arrive at its des-tination by the end of month. The switch off could happen any time after that.

Woe
The satellite has been a hot topic of conversation around Andalucia since news of its launch broke last year.
It has been the most com-mented post on the Olive Press website after it emerged that the BBC, and possibly ITV, will transmit via the new satellite.
Expats have taken to the Ol-ive Press site in their droves searching for a solution to their forthcoming woe.
Most are keen to establish 

The final 
Countdown

Massive outcry after horrific scenes of animal cruelty filmed at the ‘Auschwitz for animals’ 
EXCLUSIVE 

By Jon Clarke

Some of the animals had open wounds, while there were signs of malnutrition and se-rious illness.
Dozens of angry protesters gathered outside the Protec-tora de Animales  - described by activists as ‘the Spanish Auschwitz for animals’ - on Saturday afternoon demand-ing action.

Later that night activists 

broke into the shelter, which is funded by an estimated 11 nearby towns, and set around 200 dogs free.
The centre, which has been denounced on ‘numerous’ oc-casions by local animal rights groups, is run by a business-man - and reportedly a vet - Pedro Luis Fernández Castil-lo, who has a private kennels next door.

According to sources, the President is paid an estimated €100,000 or more each year by the different town halls for his ‘animal sanctuary’.
In 2012, Bormujos and Mairena actually withdrew their arrangement with the pound, after a string of de-nuncias against it for mis-treatment.
However the president sued 

them for defamation, as he did with a former member of staff who filmed alleged mis-treatment last year.
Last night, a website eldiario.es reported that he was well connected with links to both the police, politicians and Se-villa’s ruling classes.
He is also said to have close links with Sevilla’s bullring.Last night, however he agreed to allow local charities and activists to find homes for the hundreds of dogs in the shel-ter.

It is said to receive up to 250 dogs a month, many of them hunting dogs, with the num-bers increasing as the reces-sion has deepened.
One Olive Press reader Rena 

Turn to page 2

SAVED: A lucky Galgo

Turn to page 3

HORROR: Terrible 
scenes at official 
animal centre

Investigation into the wicked ways of Nigel Goldman

Shallow 
grave

 “The best English-language publication in Andalucia” according to The Rough Guide
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Don’t let the 
flies spoil your 

summer!
Call 677 442 526

fl yslayer@hotmail.com

www.fl yslayer.com

Turn to Page 6  

the olive pressEXCLUSIVE

‘Racist’ 
attack in 
Ronda

Amy 
probe 
demand

SHAMEFUL: Wrapped in a tarpaulin held down by rocks is body of a foal, while (top left) lies a carcass

Horse cruelty 
woman found 
guilty of 
starving 16 
thoroughbreds 
sees more 
horses die in 
Spain

New equine horror 
- Page 2

Available 
from many 
Olive Press 

outlets, 
newsagents, 
book shops 
and hotels 
throughout 
the region.

Also check 
for stockists at 

www.
andaluzjournal.

com

AN investigation has been 

demanded over a fax sent 

to the Irish authorities con-

cerning the welfare of Amy 

Fitzpatrick, two years before 

she went missing.

Friend’s 
mother insisted 
she was “in 
danger”

TWO foreigners have been 

brutally attacked in Ronda 

by a gang of drunken Span-

ish youths.
In a case similar to the at-

tack on dad Stephen Mal-

lon, who was thrown to his 

death from a balcony in 

Competa last month, a 50-

year-old German man and a 

Finn, 56, were bottled from 

behind and kicked to the 

ground.
The unprovoked attack hap-

pened as the two men en-

tered the Bar El Paso in the 

San Francisco barrio to buy 

cigarettes in the early  hours 

of Sunday June 14.  
Amid chants of “Foreigners, 

go home! Leave our country! 

You are not welcome here!” 

they hit the two men with 

bottles and kicked them re-

Expatriates 
in their 50s 
hospitalised

Exclusive by
Paul Whitelock

Turn to Page 2  

See our Animal Rights Focus starting on Page 4

DOGS dragged behind cars, donkeys crushed to death, 
bulls driven into the sea... for a decade the Olive Press 
has reported on animal cruelty in Spain.
Easily the most fiercely debated issue we have confront-

ed, the Spanish are often accused of being stuck in the Dark 
Ages when it comes to animal rights.
It is the country, after all, where throwing a turkey out of a church 
tower is not a crime but an integral part of a festival and where 
spearing a bull on horseback is a sign of bravery, not brutality.
However, one result that slipped under the radar last year was 
the remarkable 220,000 votes that little-known political party 
PACMA received during the general elections.
A party set up to lobby for animal rights, is this a clear sign that 
things are changing?
“Despite all these negatives, we believe there is an encouraging fu-
ture for animals in Spain,” its president told the Olive Press this week.
With support for bullfighting dropping each year and with in-
creasing numbers of Spaniards coming out to denounce cruelty, 
the Olive Press decided to find out: Is the tide finally turning?

CAMPAIGNS: Front pages in 2012 and 2014

SPANISH health officials 
have warned there will be 
200 to 250 cases of the 
Zika virus this year after 
a second pregnant woman 
was diagnosed.
There are now 23 cases of 
the virus in Spain, which 
many experts believe may 
cause head-shrinking in 
babies.
All of those affected had 
travelled to areas where 
the virus has been spread-
ing, transmitted by the 
Aedes aegypti mosquito, 
most commonly found in 
North and South America.

Zika alert

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Puerto de la  Duquesa

A Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Manilva, Sabinillas and 

Puerto de la  Duquesa
Puerto de la  Duquesa
Puerto de la  Duquesa

All about

17
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JULIUS Caesar came for the smelly 

sulphur springs, flamenco legend 

Camaron de la Isla for the tranquil-

ity, while tourists today come for 

its rich and varied beaches, emblematic 

marina and cosmopolitan vibe.

Brand Manilva may not have the instant 

recognition of its brasher costa cous-

ins but like its locally-grown wine – now 

being given a Michelin star boost by 

Basque chef Martin Berasategui – the 

town is defi nitely improving with age.

 “There is nowhere quite like Manilva,” 

explains proud expat councillor Dean 

Tyler Shelton, a businessman who has 

lived in the town for 18 years.

“We share a fantastic and unique mi-

The 
perfect 
catch

The town that enraptured a Roman emperor, a British Prime Minister 

and a fl amenco star is not resting on its laurels in its drive to attract 

new admirers. Indeed as Joe Duggan discovers, Manilva is...

Turn to Page 18

February 17th - March 1st 2016

cro climate nestled between the Sierra 

Bermeja mountains and the Straits of 

Gibraltar, there is a great mix of locals 

and tourists and there are excellent 

views of the north African coastline, in-

cluding Ceuta. 

“In fact, most of the time you feel that 

you could almost reach out and physi-

cally touch three countries and two con-

tinents from anywhere you are stand-

ing.”
Manilva’s first port of call is San Luis de 

Sabinillas, a tourist resort that keeps 

growing and growing in popularity.

‘Sabi’, as it is affectionately known by 

locals, has boomed over the past few 

decades from its humble beginnings as 

a small fishing village with fishermen’s 

shacks literally on the beach.

This jumble of buildings huddled along 

a narrow strip of the A7 motorway is 

home to a thriving expat community. 

In fact, the European Union flag flut-

tering at the entrance to the close-knit 

town of 6,000 is a fitting symbol of 

Sabi’s multinational appeal, with Mo-

roccans, English, German and Spanish 

among the easy blend of nationalities 

living in harmony here. 

Street signs in English underline Sabi-

nillas’ undeniably British feel while in 

bars such as Ricky Lee’s sports bar and 

END OF THE LINE: Manilva is the last resort on the Costa del Sol while (left) Roman baths and (inset) 

fl amenco star Cameron de la Isla and ?????????

fl amenco star Cameron de la Isla and ?????????
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Manuel Jesus Torrejon Perez 

Edif. La Duquesa, Portal 1 - Planta 1a, No 6, 

29692 Sabinillas, Malaga 

20 years experience in Osteopath Manual Therapy

Osteopathy 

Massage Therapy
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With over two decades in business, Cambridge provides secure and affordable ways to make overseas payments 
from your UK bank, giving you the peace of mind you need to effectively manage the purchase of your new property. 
For information connect with our Costa Del Sol office today !  Costadelsol@cambridgefx.co.uk   I  +34  952  830176 
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the good life

Follow us: 
Holland & Barrett Andalucía

ESTEPONA PORT   Irish Bar & Restaurant

Tel: 951 517 015   www.healymacs-estepona.com

HEALY MAC S

Awarded by Diageo & The Irish Times

24 
hours 
at San 
Fermin
Pamplona Bull-run madness

Caught live
Pixies, The Prodigy and Seal
Pages 3 and 16

80 years on
Expats in the Civil War 

¡Dejad que nos quedemos!
The Olive Press pide a los 
españoles, en nombre de los británicos, que apoyen la petición para poder permanecer en España

SPANIARDS
WE

If you can’t read this and you still want to stay in Spain it’s time you got some Span-ish lessons... But, for now, as we’re so nice, see Page 7 for a translation 

EXPAT NOTICE

AN arrest warrant has been issued for notorious Costa del Sol conman Ni-gel Goldman. Goldman, 58, who changed his name to Howard del Monte, was summoned to Fuengirola court in January over the defrauding of four expats to the tune of €750,000.However, he failed to show and a judge has now ordered police to bring him in.

Fraud
He was found guilty of fraud in the UK last year for the THIRD time and must wear a tag during his 12-month suspended sentence. 

Lawyer Antonio Flores, who is representing the victims, said he could face up to a decade in prison, if found guilty.“It has taken us two years to get to this stage and it is still just the begin-ning,” he added.Dozens of expat victims claim to have lost as much as €3 million to Goldman through a series of ponzi-type schemes.He was first exposed through a series of Olive Press investigations. 

EXCLUSIVE

FIND HIM! 

cias más de cerca.Queremos que los espa-ñoles entiendan esta grave situación que nos deja en el limbo y que podría impedir que siguiéramos viviendo aquí como lleva-mos haciéndolo durante años.
Esta no es una petición insólita: el Reino Unido permite la posibilidad de obtener la doble naciona-lidad tras cinco años de residencia. Curiosamente el Ministro Margallo conoce bien esta posibi-lidad ya que su hijo, que reside actualmente en el Reino Unido, la ha solic-itado recientemente.Así que desde aquí os pedimos, esperamos e in-cluso suplicamos que os un-áis a nosotros en esta causa.Algunos alcaldes y dig-natarios ya se han unido a nuestra petición. Pero también necesitamos la ayuda de todos vosotros.Curiosamente los expa-triados británicos lanzan este llamamiento exacta-mente 80 años después del comienzo de la guerra civil española en la que miles de jóvenes voluntarios bri-tánicos perdieron la vida.¿Por qué? Porque creían en España. Y nosotros también.Estamos convencidos de que nuestra aportación a la estructura de vuestro país es muy importante. Que-remos quedarnos aquí. No queremos volver.Para firmar la petición visitar change.org y busca ‘Doble nacionalidad para británicos con mas de diez años de residencia en Es-paña’

que creemos ha sido el resulta-do de una campaña xenófoba y llena de mentiras llevada a cabo en nuestra país.Nosotros somos los que esta-mos en la línea de fuego y los que sufriremos las consecuen-

struido enlaces muy fuertes con España, a través de escritores como Paul Preston, Gerald Bre-nan y Laurie Lee.Y por encima de todo, nos sen-timos europeos y estamos com-pletamente opuestos al Brexit, 

MÁS de 15.000 personas han firmado ya una petición que concedería a los expatria-dos británicos el derecho a la doble nacionalidad en España.
Necesitamos vuestro apoyo para garantizar que se nos permita seguir trabajando y viviendo en vuestro país.Hemos elegido vivir aquí y hacer de España nuestro hogar. Muchos de nosotros tenemos negocios, hemos formado una familia aquí. Algunos tenemos parejas de nacionalidad española y, aunque quizá no a la per-fección, hablamos vuestro idioma.

Creemos que contribuimos en gran parte al desarrollo de la economía local, es-pecialmente en la costa. Históricamente hemos con-

Opinion Page 6

NEED

Tuna trawlSearch for tuna on the Costa de la Luz

British buyers are down but the coast will bounce back, insist leading property experts in 
second Olive Press Property Observatory - Inside Property magazine, from Page 17  

Spain Property GuidesDon’t get caught out when buying in Spain
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Spain Property Guides Don’t get caught out when buying in Spain
10

years  experience
70 k+

over

buyers helped per year

Download your FREE copy at: www.propertyguides.com/op

Call our expert team on: +34 800 099 551
Or e-mail us on: op@propertyguides.com

1   Ask the right questions 2   Avoid losing money
3   Avoid the legal pitfalls 4   Move in successfully

Avoid the common pitfalls and mistakes of purchasing property  

in Spain with your free copy of the Spain Buying Guide. 

When money talksPAGE III

PAGE x

PAGE xI

Celebrity comings and goings

Fight to save Mijas’ oldest farmhouse

PAGE xx

Bilbao’s most powerful tower

BRExit BouncE BAcK?
An Olive Press panel 
of seven experts has 
gathered to discuss the 
impact of Brexit on the 
Spanish property mar-ket.

While, they confirm the 
market has suffered 
from initial knee-jerk re-actions, they remain op-timistic, expecting the 

market to bounce back 
once the dust settles on 
the political landscape 
in the uK and Europe.

While Brits make up a 
large amount of the mar-ket, others like the Scan-dinavians and new arriv-als like the Polish are 

filling in the gap left by 
the drop in British sales.But the lull is widely 

seen as temporary, with 
the think tank insisting 
once the exchange rate 
stabilises, things will re-turn to normal. Read the full Observa-tory, Part II from page 14 OPTIMISTIC: Panel

THIS stunning property has come onto the market 

near Marbella for a staggering €29 million...
Given, it is out of 99.9% of our readers budgets, 

we thought we’d have a hunt around for so-
mething cheaper, in the price ranges of €2.9m, 

€290,000, €29,000 and even €2,900.
It’s actually a pleasant surprise what you can get 

for under €3,000 these days, including this lovely 

plot below...just don’t expect a prime Costa del 

Sol location. Turn to Page 32 to find out more

From 
€29m to €2,900, we found a Spanish property to suit every budget

GO GIRL:‘Home-saver’ awarded MBE

Page 6

Page 14

Page 52

Translated by Mirian Moreno

A decAde of 
success

Ten years after it all started, the Olive Press is stronger than ever
Here, is what a few of our contacts and clients say about us

“It is great to have worked 
with the Olive Press over all 
these years and I am just de-
lighted there is, at least, one 
newspaper here  that 
has the same way 
of thinking as me… 
the little guy, indeed 
everyone, has the 
right to get even.”

Antonio Flores, Lawbird
Legal practice, Marbella

Geordie Greig, Editor of the 
Mail on Sunday

Keep up the brave fight

Peter Whaley, owner 
Hurricane Hotel, Tarifa

Thanks so much for 
consistently providing 
the best read in English 
in Andalucia every fort-
night - we even get it 
in Tarifa and along the 
Costa de la Luz 

Derek A Langley, Regional 
Vice-President Andalucia 

for British Chamber of 
Commerce in Spain

Just a note to say that on your 
10th Anniversary , The Briti-
sh Chamber of Commerce in 
Spain sends you it's heartiest 
congratulations , for providing 
the local Community 
with many years 
of high quality 
professional jour-
nalism , and our 
best wishes for 
the future

Simon Manley, 
British Ambassador to Spain

I would like to send my con-
gratulations to the Olive Press 
team, who have   
been keeping Brits 
in Andalucia infor-
med for the past 
ten years.

We approached The Olive 
Press to promote Palo Alto, 
Marbella’s fastest selling 
luxury development situa-
ted in Ojén just 5 minutes 
from La Canada Shopping 
Centre.
Jon and his team were ex-
tremely responsive and 
worked with us to put toge-
ther a media plan that met 
our budget and addressed 
our key goals of raising 
brand awareness and ge-
nerating leads. So far, the 
combination of advertising 
alongside their well-written 
editorial has generated a 
great response from qua-
lified buyers living on the 
coast.

Ailse Warriner-Mac-
Farlane, 

Marketing Director, 
Palo Alto Marbella

Mark Wardell, manager 
Sunset Beach Club, 

Benalmadena

‘Stayingpower’ for any busi-
ness on the Costa del Sol is 
an achivement in itself. Rea-
ching 10 years has to be a tes-
tament to the quality journa-
lism and a happy readership. 
The Olive Press definitely ticks 
both boxes. Sunset beach 
club are delighted to have 
been a part of this success so 
offer a big congratulatons to 
Jon and his team 
and here’s loo-
king forward 
to another 
10 years of 
entertaining 
and informati-
ve news.

November 2006 to November 2016

What they say

www.theolivepress.es
admin@theolivepress.es l (0034) 951273575
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Join the ever growing 
family of OP advertisers

Over the last few years these prestigious companies have all 
chosen the Olive Press for their media campaigns
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FULL PAGE
(256mm W x 342mm H)

892.50 euros

JUnior PAGE.
(200mm W x 250mm H)

750.00 euros

1/2 PAGE
(256mm W x 170mm H)

551.00 euros

1/3 PAGE
(83mm W x 344mm H)

430.00 euros

1/4 PAGE
(126mm W x 170mm H)

    355.00 euros

1/6 PAGE
(Vert. 83mm W x 170mm H

or Horiz. 126mm W x 110mm H)
250.00 euros

1/12 PAGE
(83mm x 84mm )

170.00 euros

1/24 PAGE
(39mm x 70mm )

115.00 euros

BACK PAGE

EAr PiECE
(37mm W x 45mm H)

110.00 euros

CLASSiFiEDS
Lineage ads

87c per word, min
of 10 words

First two words in bold
For an all bold entry

add 25%

Single display box
39mm W x 50mm H

49.00 euros

Double display box

79mm W x 50mm H
69.00 euros

Triple display box
120mm W x 50mm H

89.00 euros

All prices are per edition (IVA not included).
Minimum of 2 issues on ALL ads (including classified)

Additional charges 
Right hand page premium 12%
Back page premium * 50%
Front page premium * * 100%

* Half, quarter sizes and 1/12 page earpice only
* * 1/12 and 1/24 sizes only 

 
Discounts 
6 - 12 issues (3 - 6 months) 5%
12 - 18 issues (6 - 9 months) 10%
18 - 24 issues (9 - 12 months) 15%
Black & White   15%

Artwork deadline:
Friday 5pm prior to publication the following 
Wednesday

Design and artwork charges:
Subject to sight of copy and brief for bookings of 
up to six issues

Payment:
Advertisements must be fully paid for prior to 
publication. Failure to do so will automatically 
lead to non publication

For further information on rates, special supplements, sponsored pages,
as well as additional Internet and Classified details,

please contact our sales team on 951 273 575 or 691 831 399 or email admin@theolivepress.es

Price List

STriP
(256mm W x 45mm H)

240.00 euros

DoUBLE STriP
(256mm W x 45mm H)

340.00 euros


