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The Olive Press responds to the need for a proper hard-hitting medium to
represent and serve the huge expatriate community in Spain.

An alternative to the bland, one-dimensional 
news coverage that came before,
The Olive Press supplies the latest news, as
well as cultural matters and artistic events.
Launched in November 2006, it is Spain’s
only newspaper written by real investigative 
journalists, professional food, travel and art 
writers and with contributions from many of 
Spain’s top foreign writers.
Growing from strength to strength, the 

fortnightly paper’s distribution is around 60,000 copies per issue and the paper has 
expanded geographically, covering all of Andalucia, Valencia, Gibraltar and Mallorca, 
plus receives 20,000 visitors a day to its website www.theolivepress.es and gets over 
1 MILLION pages viewed a month, while still having a fast-growing paywall for its 
content.

Content that goes into making The Olive Press 
unique...

• Exclusive investigations and reporting on both 
a regional and national level.

• In-depth features from our network of 
correspondents.

• Regular campaigns on issues including the 
environment, nature and animals.

• Resources for learning Spanish and integrating into the culture 
in La Cultura.

• Regular food and drink articles with recipes and restaurant 
reviews.

• Business profile section, expert legal, financial and property advice columns.
• Dedicated travel, health and property sections.
• The ALL ABOUT series 

spotlighting various towns and 
areas around the region.

“Spain’s best English daily news website”
- the Rough Guide

Google News Initiative 
gave the Olive Press a 

substantial grant.
- GOOGLE

“Best expat paper 
in Spain, second in 

the world”
- TESCA AWARDS, LONDON

Welcome
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THE Junta de Andalucia and three major private hospital groups have vowed to stop handing out Nolotil to at-risk patients after being contacted by the Olive Press. 
Marbella’s leading Helicopteros San-itarios group, HCB and Grupo Ribera all told this paper they were commit-ted to banning the drug for northern European and American patients.The companies said they were follow-ing important central government advice issued in 2018, which came about after medical campaigner Cristina del Campo took the is-sue to the national courts. News of their re-commitment comes after we launched a campaign in February to stop handing out the lethal pain-killer - also known as Metam-izole - to expats and tourists.The drug - which is banned in around 40 countries - is believed to be behind at least 100 deaths of foreigners in Spain.

The majority died after their white blood cell count plummet-ed due to side effects from the drug, 

MALAGA politicians have blasted big wigs in Madrid after their long-held dreams of a Costa del Sol train were dismissed as ‘com-plicated and expensive’. 
The backlash came after Spain’s Transport Minister Oscar Puente (pictured) made the remarks in parliament this week, admitting there were ‘no fea-sible plans’ for the project - despite €600,000 having been pumped into studies over the past five years. 

Puente insisted that 
extending the current 
line from Fuengirola 
would be slow and 

‘uncompetitive’, 
w i t h 
m a n y 
p e o p l e 

OFF THE RAILS
still preferring to get in their cars. He added that the terrain would prove diffi-cult to build through while threatening the Costa del Sol’s real estate market. He concluded that ‘it seems complicated to me to make a bet on a solution at least within a reasonable period of time.’ Rocio Diaz, housing and development min-ister for Andalucia, hit back at complaints about costs, arguing that it has ‘guarantees of success’ given its dire economic need.“It is a project with strong socio-economic and environmental viability, not only be-cause of the potential demand but also due to the gridlock on the roads running along the Costa del Sol,” she said.

“We should sit down to-gether and talk and assess the need for a train that extends to Marbella - or even as far as Algeciras, or at least to see about extending the Malaga to Fuengirola train.”
Francisco Salado, presi-dent of the Malaga Prov-ince Council, complained 

“The residents of the Costa del Sol are not second class citizens and deserve the same mobility and transport infrastructures that exist, are planned and built in the other large metropolitan areas of Spain,” he fumed.

that ‘the Government has already clearly demonstrated that it has no will to build the train to Marbella , Estepona and Algeciras or to solve the mobility problems on the Costa del Sol.’

No to Nolotil!
Clinics and hospitals across Spain vow to crackdown on ‘killer drug’ after Olive Press campaign

manufactured in Germany.A spokesman for Helicopteros told the Olive Press: “Due to our geo-graphical location on the Costa del Sol our patients come from all over the world and so we are partic-ularly aware of the side effects that Metamizole can have.“For this reason, our medical staff are committed not to ad-minister this medication to our patients.”
Grupo Ribera, which has many facilities on the Costa Blanca, made a similar prom-ise, saying: “We advise against the prescription of Nolotil giv-en that a significant part of the (local) population is foreign and is therefore at risk  of these compli-cations.”

And despite the Olive Press receiv-ing a number of reports that patients have received Nolotil in HCB hospi-tals, the Costa Blanca group assured us this week they are now ‘following’ Madrid’s recommendations.“We are very aware of the recom-mendation not to prescribe Nolo-til to foreign patients,” insisted the spokesman.
Other hospitals, including Grupo HLA, declined to comment.   The positive steps come two months after we launched a second campaign to have the dangerous drug banned for tourists and expat foreigners.Our first campaign in 2017 ended when AEMPS (The Spanish Agency for Medicines) ruled in 2018 that No-lotil must only be used by patients for short periods of time.

The ‘informative note’ meant they should be monitored and have reg-ular blood tests to detect any severe reaction.
It further ruled the drug should also NOT be given to tourists and others ‘who would not have access to such controls and monitoring’.It must also be available by prescrip-tion only and on a case-by-case basis, with a patient’s medical history and risk factors also taken into consider-ation. 

Despite the advice, deaths howev-er have continued to happen, most recently with 
42-year-old Brit-
ish expat Mark 
Brooks who was 
prescribed Nolo-
til in December 
2023. 
When we dis-
covered others 
had also died 
following pre-
scription, we felt 

we needed to act again.
After nearly 700 people signed our petition urging health facilities to fol-low the rules, we began asking hos-pitals and local health authorities for their commitment. 
So far, we have received eight re-sponses, with five pledging to follow AEMPs advice. 
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DRUG

EXCLUSIVE
By Yzabelle Bostyn
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Most notably, the Junta de Andalu-cia stated that ‘knowing the risk of agranulocytosis (low white blood cell count) associated with metamizole’, its hospitals now follow the official health advice. 
The Junta added it should only be used for short periods of time, ide-ally no longer than a week and that any patients given the drug should be closely monitored using blood tests. Sensationally, a spokesman also re-vealed to us there had been 141 re-ports of agranulocytosis at the hands of Metamizole in Andalucia, 11 of which were fatal. 

Other local authorities, includ-ing Cantabria and Castilla-La Mancha, also claimed to be fol-lowing AEMPS advice, while Ma-drid refused to comment. 

 1 At least 11 patients have died after taking Metam-izole in Andalucia, a gov-ernment report shows.
 K The region has logged at least 141 cases of agranu-locytosis brought on by the drug.

 ʞ In Andalucia alone, there have been at least 709 re-ports of complications af-ter taking Metamizole.
 � Some 58% of Metamizole prescriptions in Andalucia are currently for longer than 180 days, while 38% are for longer than a year.

Nolotil in numbers

The fugitive gangster The fugitive gangster 
who spends his time who spends his time 

reviewing plush hotels reviewing plush hotels 
and restaurants.and restaurants.

Wine, music and history: Wine, music and history: 
All in our special All in our special 
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Thinking of selling your property?
CONTACT US NOW

Calle Boqueron 1 (Puerto de la Duquesa) 29691, Manilva 

LOCATED IN DUQUESA PORT, KM 144 - N340 tel: +34 602 291 119manilva@serneholtestate.comwww.serneholtestate.com

R E A L  E S TAT E  A G E N C Y

Homemade Cakes, Sandwiches,Birthday Cakes, Sausage Rolls, Cornish Pasties & PiesBuffets and Parties catered for – Ask us!

Also available for delivery or collection on the Homer app

Find us on Facebook

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am-4pm – Tel: 658 352 717 

Las Galerias, Middle floor, Puerto de la Duquesa 

www.brunoscar.com

HEAD OFFICE – Puerto Duquesa with service to Malaga and Gibraltar airportstel: +34 952 891 415   info@brunoscar.com

RENT A CARMÁLAGA - GIBRALTAR - DUQUESA

Sabinillas and Duquesa
Manilva,

A WHIRLWIND tour of Manilva will take you far and wide in just a few square kilometres. You might start by gazing out at 
luxury yachts bobbing by the glitzy port, 
or the glistening sea along a peaceful 
beach trail.And then minutes later you could find 
yourself among rolling green hills popu-
lated by luxury villas, or burgeoning vine-
yards around a whitewashed village.And on your journey you will meet a kalei-
doscope of people from all walks of life, 
each with a story to tell.Manilva officially has the highest per-
centage of Brits on the padron in Spain, 
with between a third and a quarter of the 
18,000-strong municipality hailing from 

Blighty.
But it’s not just Brits - foreign, set-tled residents, many from north-ern European countries, make up 42% of Manilva’s population.In spite of these high numbers, Manil-va is not simply an expat colony - not at all. 

The district has a strong and thriv-ing Spanish culture and community that lives extremely harmoniously and very cordially with their foreign guests.
The locals and the foreign-ers mix and mingle in the 

EXPATS’ PARADISE
EXPATS’ PARADISE A third of Manilva’s 

A third of Manilva’s residents  are from 
residents  are from UK - and here’s why

UK - and here’s why

     Continues on page 8

Your 

voice in 
Spain

expat
Your 

voice in 
Spain

expat

FREE Vol. 5 Issue 107  www.theolivepress.es   January 25th - February 7th 2024

O
P

LIVE
RESS

Th
e

COSTA BLANCA SUR / MURCIA

ALL YOUR LEGAL
ISSUES DEALT WITH!

La Marquesa Commercial 
Centre, Office 4C, Ciudad 
Quesada, Rojales 03170

tel: 966 943 219
www.mylawyerinspain.com

Here to help with your 
life in Spain including 

wills, residency,
tax returns, buying 

and selling property
We speak your language!

Compare funerals
Plans cover the
whole of Spain

Interest free payment plans from €2,250 or as little 
as €29.16 per month 

Plans range from  
simple unattended 

direct cremation to a 
more traditional send off

comparefuneral.org 
+34 951 120 752

Tomorrows Funeral
at Today’s Price
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A BRITISH expat has died after being given the deadly painkiller Nolotil for a shoul-der injury, it has emerged. Mark Brooks, 42, was enjoying a game of golf near his home in Alicante when he began expe-riencing shoulder pain. 
The next day, he went to his 

NEVER AGAIN!British expat, 42, dies after taking Nolotil: Father-of-one developed sepsis after being given the ‘lethal’ painkillerfor a minor golf injury

NEVER AGAIN!British expat, 42, dies after taking Nolotil: Father-of-one developed sepsis after being local health clinic on the Cos-ta Blanca, where he received a shot of metamizole, also known as Nolotil.
Some 48 hours later the gar-dener, from Derbyshire, was 

admitted to 
hospital in Tor-
revieja with 
depleted white 
blood cells and 
sepsis.
The next day, 
he was taken 
into intensive 
care with or-
gan failure. Two 
days later, he was 
dead. 
His partner, 
Summer Moses 
(right) has been 
left to pick up 
the pieces with 
their four-year-
old daughter, 
Aurora.
The pair had 
been planning 
to get married, 

before the tragic incident took Mark’s life in October last year. “Summer was in complete shock. One day he was play-ing golf, really excited, and then the next he was dead,” anti-Nolotil campaigner Chris-tina del Campo told the Olive Press this week.
“She’s now working two jobs just to make ends meet. It’s not just his life that’s been ruined, it’s her life and her 
daughter’s too. 
All because of a 
painkiller.” 
The incident 
h a p p e n e d 
when he at-
tended a clinic 
popular with expats in Ciudad Quesada on October 15. 
Within hours of receiving an injection of Nolotil he devel-oped a rash and blisters on his buttocks.
When he was taken to A&E in Torrevieja, doctors found he had a low white blood cell count, alongside signs of liver and kidney failure. 
His condition rapidly deteri-

admitted to 
hospital in Tor-
revieja with 
depleted white 
blood cells and 

By Yzabelle Bostyn

orated and just four 
days after receiving the 
injection, he slipped into 
a coma. 
According to death cer-
tifi cate records, Brooks’ 
cause of death on Oc-
tober 20 was ‘organ 
failure, septic shock and cellulitis.’
Now his ex-partner has reached out to the Nolotil 

campaign group, 
the Association 
of Drug Aff ect-
ed Patients 
(ADAF) run 
by del Campo.

It came after 
she discovered documents, which revealed that Mark’s death was as the result ‘an apparent allergic re-action to metamizole’.

Anything but the fi rst, the drug has now been linked to over 40 deaths in Spain, including many expats. 
So dangerous is the drug, the Olive Press launched a cam-paign in 2017 to have it banned for expat patients, in particu-

FINAL HOLE: Just FINAL HOLE: Just 
48 hours later, Mark  48 hours later, Mark  
(centre left ) was dead (centre left ) was dead 

TRAGIC: 4-year-TRAGIC: 4-year-
old Aurora is left old Aurora is left 
without her dad, without her dad, 
Mark (above)Mark (above)

lar, as many clinics continued to hand out the drug.
Spain’s most popular sub-scription painkiller, Nolotil is known to have adverse eff ects on Northern Europeans and is banned in 30 countries, in-cluding Britain, Ireland, Aus-tralia and the US. 

A 2018 report from the Eu-ropean Medicines Agency showed a ‘potential to induce agranulocytosis’ among certain populations.
A 1999 Swedish study estimat-ed the risk at one in every 2000 prescriptions, with a 26% mor-tality rate. 
It is believed the drug could have contributed to up to 350 cases of agranulocytosis, in-cluding 170 Britons living in Spain. 
Yet incredibly, only one Span-ish health authority, Catalu-nya, has warned against us-ing the drug as a fi rst-choice painkiller. It ruled there was ‘no evidence’ it was better at controlling pain than ‘safer al-ternatives’ like paracetamol or ibuprofen. 

Meanwhile, one English expat newspaper recently even pub-

lished a two-page feature eff ec-tively promoting the drug.It came just after ADAF began legal action against the Span-ish Medical Agency (AEMPS) in November, claiming a 2018 government directive not to sell Nolotil to Northern Euro-peans is not being followed. “We’re not looking for money or damages. We want to make them stop giving Nolotil to British people,” explained del Campo.

Regulations
“I want them to revise and modify regulations and investi-gate cases properly. They need to act because it keeps being given without a prescription. People’s lives are at stake.” The campaigner is also de-manding new analysis of the risks of the drug and a revision of the information sheet given to medical professionals. 

Boehringer Ingelheim, the company that makes Nolotil, claims all the side eff ects are clearly listed in its information packet. 
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LIVE FOREVER
Want to stick 
around as long as 

Spain’s Maria - 
age 116? 

Take a look at our tips inside our special health supplement
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T O R R E V I E J A ' S 
annual carnival 
will bring music, co-
lour and fun to the 
city from Friday until  
February 11.
The events will be 
compressed into a shorter period concentrating on the three weekends, with mayor Eduardo Dolon hoping the change will make it ‘an even better attraction’.Highlights will include the annual Drag Queen competition in the In-ternational Auditorium on Febru-ary 3 and the big Carnival Grand Parade the following day, starting at 4pm from the Virgin del Carmen 

Carnival time!
Cultural Centre.

The Grand Night Parade is on February 10, begin-ning at 8pm - also from the Cultural Centre and going down Calle Ramon Gallud to its fi nish on the Paseo Vista Alegre.
The night before, a new attraction will be the fi rst-ever parade of For-eign Troupes from 8.30pm, which will feature fl oats from cities and towns across Spain.

FREE Vol. 5 Issue 107  www.theolivepress.es 
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The events will be 
compressed into a shorter period concentrating on the three weekends, with mayor Eduardo Dolon hoping the change will make it ‘an even better attraction’.Highlights will include the annual Drag Queen competition in the In-ternational Auditorium on Febru-ary 3 and the big Carnival Grand Parade the following day, starting at 4pm from the Virgin del Carmen 

Carnival time!

What incredible 90 year world record has this local man smashed this week ?
Find out on  page 4

GobsmackedGobsmacked

TIME TO TIME TO 
PARTY: PARTY: 
Carnival Carnival 
outfi tsoutfi ts
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TRAILBLAZERS TO TRENDSETTERS
The Olive Press celebrates International 

Women’s Day by highlighting 

some of the most influential 

characters, both past and 

present, and how Spain 

stacks up on gender equality 

in our special pullout inside

February 2024
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A STUDY  released by the Spanish Socio-
logical Research Institute hit the head-
lines after stating 44% of Spanish men 
believe ‘women’s equality has gone so 
far that it is now discriminating against 
men’. 
While 32% of women agreed, the ma-
jority, 67%, believe inequality remains 
‘very’ or ‘quite’ large. 
In comparison, just 48% of men agreed 
with this statement. 
But why do Spanish men feel disenfran-
chised? 
Digging deeper into the data, we can see 
that they think women have better, or 
at least, equal opportunities in almost 
every aspect of life; from promotions at 
work to educational access. 
However, when the survey asked wom-
en, they reported that they felt their op-
portunities were ‘worse’.
For instance, just 27% of men said wom-
en’s access to positions of political re-
sponsibility were ‘worse’ than men’s, 
compared to 47% of women. 
Responses like this follow recent ad-
vances in women’s rights in the country. 
In 2005, then prime minister Jose Zapa-
tero, introduced some of the world’s 
most advanced gender equality laws.
The move came after an Andalucian 
woman, Ana Orates was burnt alive in 
her own home by an abusive ex partner 
who she had spoken out against on tele-
vision.

XXX
Since then, subsequent governments 
have also made strides towards equality. 
Most recently, Pedro Sanchez’s left 
wing coalition introduced a new ‘Equali-
ty Law’ designed to create equal access 
to positions of economic and political 
power.
This, alongside other laws promot-
ing equality for LGBTQ+ people, have 
sparked controversy across the country 
and ruffled feathers amongst the right 
wing. 
Many men are - wrongly - seeing these 
laws as advantages not offered to them. 
In fact, the so-called ‘discrimination’ 
many Spanish men claim to be facing is 
better described as the feeling of being 
threatened by the slow eradication of 
their privilege as men.
Women are not getting ‘more rights’ but 
solutions for the sexism that persists in 
modern society. 
This becomes evident when we consider 
that almost 20% fewer men than women 
think inequality still exists in the country.
It seems that while laws and legislation 
are making it seem women have more 
rights than men, the lived experience 
for women is very different. 
It is clear that Spanish women still ex-
perience high levels of sexism in their 
daily lives.  
In my personal experience, I am still 
warned not to walk home alone at night, 
have been verbally abused on dating 
apps and been catcalled while on my 
own balcony. 
Until women can live without fear, there 
is no doubt that inequality still exists. 
Unfortunately, it is unlikely the sexism 
that remains in Spanish society will be 
eradicated by laws. 
A much deeper social intervention is 
required to make meaningful change, 
which will not create the backlash this 
survey has uncovered.

FEMALE equality in Spain had a big year 
in 2023.
In December, Spanish politicians ap-
proved an ‘Equal Representation’ Law 

designed to encourage gender parity in poli-
tics and business. 
It followed a landmark victory for the coun-
try’s menstrual leave law, which was the first 
in Europe to grant leave for women with 
painful periods. 
Despite all these laws, controversy sur-
rounding women’s rights continues to 
sweep the country. While some 67% of 
women believe discrimination remains 
‘quite large’ in the country, over 44% of 
Spanish men say equality has ‘gone too far’. 
So, how does Spain really perform when com-
pared to other EU countries? The Olive Press 
investigates. 
With 76.4 points out of 100, Spain ranks 
fourth in the EU’s Gender Equality Index.
6.2 points above the EU average, the country 
has moved up two places in the ranking since 
2020. 
The index is calculated based on a number 
of different indicators including time, knowl-
edge, work, money, power and health. 
Each of these is given a score worked out 
using a variety of data, for instance, power 
takes into account the amount of female 
board members in high ranking companies. 
Although overall the country performs well in 
the GEI, it is still underperforming in various 
areas and is important to be aware of these, 
so where are Spanish women thriving and 
where are they struggling?

The improvement of the country’s time 
score (+6.4) has been one 

of the main drivers of 
Spain’s climb to fourth 
place. 
This category consid-
ers the amount of time 
women spend doing 
care, domestic work 

and social activities com-
pared to men. 

Although Spain has im-
proved in this area, women still 

carry the burden of care activities and do-
mestic labour. 
Some 41% of women care for family mem-
bers, elderly people or those with disabilities, 
compared to 33% of men. 
Meanwhile, 64% of women do cooking or 
household cleaning everyday, some 20% 
more than their male counterparts.  
When it comes to social, leisure and cultural 

activities, the gender imbalance flips. 
Some 39% of Spanish men say they frequent-
ly take part in such activities, compared to 
just 33% of women.

This category has also contributed to Spain’s 
fourth place position, in-

creasing by 1.7 points 
since the 2020 index. 
The knowledge catego-
ry surveys not only ed-
ucational achievement 
but the segregation 
of men and women by 
subject studied. 

In Spain, women out-
number men in educa-

tional attainment, with 34% 
having degrees or their equiv-

alent and 23% currently in vocational train-
ing. The figures for men are 32% and 21% 
respectively.
Women also outnumber men in the fields of 
education, health and welfare, humanities 
and arts, representing almost half of univer-
sity students. 
Although men represent just 25% of students 
in this area, other studies indicate they great-
ly outnumber women in STEM subjects, ac-
counting for 65% of university students. 

Although Spain’s score may seem high, the 
country has actually dropped five 

places in the EU work rank-
ing, now standing in 17th 

position. 
This category looks at 
equal access to em-
ployment and good 
working conditions as 
well as the quantity 
of women in full-time 

work and the length of 
their careers. 

Some 14% fewer women are 
employed in full time work compared to men, 
standing at 41% and 55% respectively.
On the career prospects index, an EU wide 
indicator of job quality, prosperity and secu-
rity, Spanish women score 56 compared to 
men’s 57. 
All of these statistics, though improved, in-
dicate that women’s careers are affected by 
expectations to care for children. 
A recent study by Spain’s National Statistics 
Institute (INE) showed some 24% of women 
aged 24-49 with children resort to part-time 
work in order to care for their children in com-
parison to 4.7% of men. 

Meanwhile, 70% of Spain’s childcare work 
absences were granted to women, showing 
that they often sacrifice time at work to care 
for their families.

One of the areas where Spain performs the 
best, this category looks 
at women’s health, life 
expectancy, habits 
and access to ser-
vices. 
While some 74% of 
Spanish men per-
ceive their health 
to be ‘good’ or ‘very 
good’, compared to 
69% of women, male life 
expectancy is some eight 
years lower than women’s, at 80 years. 
Despite this, both genders’ ‘healthy life’ 
years are equal, with men and women enjoy-
ing 63 years of good health. 
Perhaps this balance is due to the fact that 
although women stick to healthier habits, 
they have less time to spend exercising com-
pared to men. 
Some 79% avoid tobacco and alcohol con-
sumption compared to 69% of men.
But only 38% of women take part in daily 
physical activity and eat sufficient fruits and 
vegetables, 11% fewer than their male coun-
terparts. 

This domain looks at women’s decision mak-
ing power in political, 

social and economic 
spheres. 
Spain’s political 
equality has great-
ly advanced in re-
cent years - women 
account for 48% 
of ministers, 42% 

members of parlia-
ment and 46% of regional 

assemblies. 
In the economic sphere, 37% of directors in 
Spain’s largest companies are women. 
Meanwhile, board members of Spain’s cen-
tral bank are split 50/50. 
However, in the world of sports and TV, the 
story couldn’t be more different. 
Men represent 73% of decision makers in 
the country’s Olympic sports organisations 
and 60% in publicly owned broadcasters. 
In the domestic realm, women are still suffer-
ing the effects of gender stereotypes, which 
oblige them to sacrifice their free time and 
careers for their families.

Spain ranks fourth in the EU Gender Equality Index and Yzabelle Bostyn explains why…
WHAT’S THE SCORE?

OPINION by Yzabelle Bostyn

Not far enough

TI
M

E
70.04 70.04 
/100/100

HE
AL

TH91.2 91.2 
/100/100

POW
ER

81.1 81.1 
/100/100

W
OR

K
75.475.4
/100/100

KNOW
LEDGE

70 70 
/100/100

P
LIVE
RESS

Th
eOG I B R A L T A R

The Rock’s 
ONLY free 

local 
paper

FREE Vol. 8  Issue 217     www.theolivepress.es      February 21st - March 5th 2024

info@theskydoctor.com

www.theskydoctor.com

952 763 840

635 400 099

All UK & International

TV systems

CCTV - Sound

& Vision

Fiber Optic & 4G Internet

* O f f e r  v a l i d  f o r  n e w  c u s t o m e r s  o n l y .  S u b j e c t  t o  c o n d i t i o n s .  E n d s  3 1 / 1 2 / 1 9 .

TM

952 147 834

TheOlivePress-256x170-HOME02.indd   1

21/6/19   13:30

Tel: 952 147 834
See pages 13 & 16

 

 

 

Press Release 

 ELVIRA DYANGANI OSE, 

NEW DIRECTOR OF MACBA 

 
 
Elvira Dyangani Ose (Córdoba, 1974) will be the first woman to hold the position of Director of 

the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona. She is currently Director and Chief Curator of 

The Showroom in London, as well as Lecturer in Visual Cultures at Goldsmiths, University of 

London, and a member of the Thought Council, Fondazione Prada. She has previously been 

Curator of the Göteborg International Biennial of Contemporary Art; Curator of International 

Art at Tate Modern, London; Artistic Director of Rencontres Picha - Lubumbashi Biennial, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo; Curator of Contemporary Art at the Centro Andaluz de Arte 

Contemporáneo (CAAC), Seville; Senior Curator at Creative Time in New York; and Curator of 

Contemporary Art at the Centro Atlántico de Arte Moderno (CAAM) in Las Palmas, Gran 

Canaria. 
 
The General Council of the Consortium of the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona 

endorsed the proposal of the committee of experts, which especially valued Elvira Dyangani 

Ose's desire to provide ‘an innovative approach to the role of the Museum on the local and 

international stage, while incorporating a clear desire to connect with contemporary debates 

on the role of art at the beginning of this century, without shying away from a firm 

commitment to the social issues surrounding cultural institutions’. 

 

 

Photo by Maureen Evans 

 
The jury was made up of representatives of the institutions and members with a recognized 

career in the international and local artistic sector: Joan Subirats, Deputy Mayor for Culture of 

Barcelona City Council; Elsa Ibar, Director General of Cultural Heritage of the Generalitat de 

Catalunya; Ainhoa Grandes, president of the Fundació MACBA; María Dolores Jiménez-Blanco 

Carrillo de Albornoz, Director General of Fine Arts of the Ministry of Culture; Chris Dercon, 

president of the Association of French National Museums, Grand Palais, Paris, and member of 

the MACBA Advisory Committee; João Fernandes, artistic director of the Instituto Moreira 

MISS Gibraltar has arrived in India 

ahead of the 71st iteration of the Miss 

World pageant.
Medical student Faith Torres, 

who studied at Oxford Brookes 

University, will represent the 

Rock in Mumbai alongside 

120 other competitors vying 

for the coveted title.

The preliminary rounds 

begin this week before the 

grand final on March 9.

Faith will be hoping to follow 

in the footsteps of fellow Gi-

braltarian Kaiane Aldorino, 

who was famously crowned 

Miss World in 2009.

Following her long flight to 

the Indian subcontinent, Faith 

visited both the Mahatma Gandhi 

memorial and the Gandhi Muse-

um, where she was gifted a copy of 

the anti-colonial nationalist’s au-

tobiography.

A 67-year-old woman has been 

handed a stint in the slammer af-

ter being convicted of syphoning 

off company funds through her 

role as an accountant.

Wendy Simpson spent eight 

months fraudulently transferring 

a total of €50,000 in cash to her 

personal bank accounts in the UK.

Between August 2022 and April 

2023 Simpson systematical-

ly snaffled up client funds to 

splurge on ‘frivolous needs such 

as clothes and a holiday.’

The unassuming bean counter 

had been looking at a maximum 

sentence of four years for the 

‘premeditated and intricately 

planned’ operation.

It meant she would have entered 

her eighth decade in a prison on 

the Rock.
However, she pleaded guilty to the 

crimes having ‘accepted responsi-

bility for everything’ and was sen-

tenced to 20 months in prison.

The pensioner has already served 

seven months behind bars since 

her arrest in July, and so has a 

little over a year left to run on her 

term.
Simpson exploited her position 

as an in-house accountant at 

management services provider 

Capital Growth Limited to make 

67 unauthorised transactions, 54 

of which went directly to her own 

bank accounts.
She then cooked the books, pro-

viding ‘incorrect and misleading’ 

account information to the direc-

tors of three client firms to cover 

her tracks.
One director of a defrauded com-

pany only referred to his ‘dis-

appointment and sadness’ in a 

victim impact statement to the 

court.
Defence lawyer Sean Gaskin 

pointed out to the court that 

Simpson had no prior convictions 

and suffered from ‘health issues.’

He added that her actions repre-

sented ‘a severe lapse of judge-

ment which stemmed from a fear 

of loss of employment and finan-

cial hardship.’

Husband
Simpson was arrested in July 

alongside her husband Peter 

West, 67, who was also charged 

with embezzlement and money 

laundering.
But the bonds of marriage did not 

survive fraud charges from the 

Supreme Court of Gibraltar, and 

West quickly absconded from the 

peninsula. 
A Royal Gibraltar Police spokes-

man told the Olive Press: “He was 

reported for process for a money 

laundering offence at the 

same time as Wendy Simp-

son. 
“However, he failed to turn 

up in court and we believe 

he returned to the UK. A war-

rant for his arrest was issued 

– meaning if he returns to Gi-

braltar he will be arrested.”

BEAN 
COUNTER 
BETRAYAL

Accountant jailed for 20 

months for stealing  €50,000 

to spend on ‘frivolous clothes 
and holidays’

By Walter Finch

We have FaithWe have Faith

ROYAL FLIGHT: Faith 
ROYAL FLIGHT: Faith 

has arrived in India
has arrived in India
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A BRITISH expat is facing jail 
and a €10,000 fi ne two years after 
trimming a tree overhanging his 
swimming pool.
Michael Grainger, 56, and his 
wife, Marina, 52, were dramat-
ically quizzed by police at their 
€400,000 villa on the Costa Blan-
ca after paying a gardener to cut 
back the pine tree. 
The Welshman told the Olive 
Press how the tree at his villa in 
San Miguel de Salinas was ‘spoil-

CONFRONTATION: ‘Agressive’ police served 

papers on Marina Grainger

FACING JAIL: Michael 
Grainger (right) has a 
criminal case over the tree 
trimming (above)

Special branch
British expat slams heavy-handed 
police as he faces JAIL for trimming a 

tree leaning over his property
EXCLUSIVE 

By Yzabelle Bostyn

ing’ his daily swims as any gust of 
wind propelled hundreds of pine 
needles into the pool. 
He said he was forced to take 
matters into his hands on March 
1, 2022, after repeatedly trying to 
contact his neighbour and getting 
no response. 
Incredibly, nearly two years lat-
er on January 16, Guardia Civil 

and Policia Local 
cars pulled up to his 
property ‘to arrest 
him’ for criminal 
damage. 
Video footage shared 
with the Olive Press
shows aggressive of-
fi cers shining a torch 
into his wife’s eyes 
before throwing a 
court summons at her 
through the gate on 
the driveway. 
“It was terrifying and 
a complete over-

reach,” Grainger 
insisted, “They 
hurled abuse at my 

See Opinion on page 6         
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wife and tried 
to arrest me but 
my lawyer told 
them we would 
deal with it at 

court and thankfully it wasn’t neces-
sary.”
Marina, who grew up in the Soviet 
Union, added: “This is something 
you’d expect to happen in the old 
USSR, not the EU!”
The couple quickly sought help at 
their local police station, where they 
claim they were told to “f**k off ”.

Refused
The expat, who has spent 10 years 
in Spain, says he tried to settle the 
matter out of court but his off er 
was refused. 
He said: “I’ll give them money, but 

what I refuse to have is a criminal 
record. I did nothing wrong.” 
Grainger learned that locals - 

‘claiming to be the owner’ 
of the property next door - 
had fi led a denuncia against 
him.
But he claims the home had 
been empty for years after 
the previous owner died. 
The Welshman has spent 
€6,000 in legal fees and in-
terpreters ahead of his date 
at Torrevieja court on May 3.
He said he expects a guilty 
verdict but is ‘ready to fi ght 
back’.
Grainger said the ordeal 
has left a sour taste in his 
mouth, adding: “Europe 
isn’t a good place to live 
anymore.”

SOME six Costa Blanca and Costa 
Calida towns have made the cut 
on National Geographic’s list 
of Spain’s Easter celebrations of 
‘international interest’. 
They include, Crevillente, Ori-
huela, Cartagena, Jumilla, Lorca 
and Murcia. 
The area is also home to some of 
the longest celebrations in Spain, 
with Cartagena’s programme 
lasting 10 days. 
In addition it has one of the lon-
gest running Easter processions 
in Jumilla, which has run for over 
600 years. 
Drawing crowds from all over 
Spain, the procession includes 
3,000 nuns and monks from 20 
diff erent religious organisations.

LEADING 
THE WAY 

Your 

voice in 
Spain

expat
Your 

voice in 
Spain

expat
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THE COAST WITH THE MOST: History, art 
and nature all in our special Javea 

supplement

BRITS are still the most significant foreign buyers in Spain’s property sector.Despite Brexit and only being able to visit for three out of  six months, they still make up 15.5% of  foreign mortgage applications.Only the Germans come close, making up second place with 14.1% in 2023.Swiss applicants account for 9% of  the market, Americans (8.9%) and the French (7.8%).
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Don’t rule them out!Brits shrug off  Brexit and keep the Germans in second place when buying in Spain… at least when it comes to taking out a mortgage

The Irish manage to snap up more property (5.5%) than both Belgians (4.5%) and Swedes (2.7%).
The Swiss and Americans, whose average household in-comes are €9,527 and €9,097 

per month, look for the most expensive homes averaging around €250,000. The report by web portal Idealista notes that the Costa Blanca and wider Valencian Community is by far the most popular location for property purchases at 27%.Remarkably, Catalunya and 

Andalucia rank at 16.4% of  property purchases each.The study discovered the average mortgage appli-cant was 41 years old with a household income of  €5,900 per month. 
The average purchase is a property of  €213,000, nota-bly 20% higher than Spain’s 

national average.
The report further high-lights the disparity in finan-cial firepower between for-eign and local buyers. Foreign applicants boast in-comes nearly 85% above the Spanish average, aiming for properties that far exceed the financial reach of  their 

local counterparts. Homes bought by foreigners are on average 27% more expensive than those bought by Spaniards.
Interestingly, the financial commitment of  internation-al buyers is relatively modest. On average, they finance 61% of  their purchase and they prefer fixed-rate mort-gages, which account for nearly 70% of  the transac-tions in 2023.

By Walter Finch

Minions and 
masterpieces

DISCOVER: The Spanish design that might 
DISCOVER: The Spanish design that might give Gru nightmares and other finalists in a 

give Gru nightmares and other finalists in a prestigious international competition.
prestigious international competition.See page 24.See page 24.
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IT was a Monday morning in August 

and I arrived at the descent down 

to Playa Granadella with my old 

man and a boot full of snorkeling 

gear.
“Perdona, playa is closed - it is full,” 

said the sweaty civil protection offi-

cer blocking our path with a piece of 

rope.”
I tried my best Valenciano, bribed 

him with coffee, but it was no use.

We joined the four or five cars turn-

ing around like stingrays in the sand 

of what National Geographic and 

Conde Nast Traveler dubs as one of 

Spain’s best beaches.

More Balearic than B
enidorm

The ‘coolest spot’ on the Costa 

Blanca, Javea is spoilt with some of 

Spain’s best beaches, but you’d be 

best to visit outside midsummer, 

writes expat resident Joshua Parfitt

Continues on page 10
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Brücke in die 
Vergangenheit

Ein englischer Maler hielt 1908 auf einer bemerkenswerten Reise durch das Land die Städte des vorindustriellen Spaniens wie eingefroren in der Zeit fest 

NACH der Intervention des österrei-chischen Botschafters in Spanien hat ein seit Jahren andauerndre Streit um ein Luxusanwesen internationale Züge angenommen. 
In dem jahrelangen Streit geht es um neun luxuriöse Häuser, die auf dem Grund einer 200 Jahre alten Finca in Campoamor (Orihuela) gebaut wer-den sollen, die sich im Besitz von ös-terreichischen Einwanderern befindet. Die Familie Wesenauer hat ihr Anwe-sen 1996 gekauft. Sie behauptet, dass die strukturelle Integrität der Villa Casa Langostina durch die Bauarbei-ten, zu denen auch mehrere Swim-mingpools gehören, bedroht sei und plant, den Fall vor den Europäischen Gerichtshof für Menschenrechte zu bringen. 

Sie werden nun vom österreichischen 

Finger weg von unserer Finca!
Internationaler Streit über den Bau von Häusern neben einer Finca von Einwanderern "aufgrund alter, illegaler Gesetze" entbrannt

Landesvertreter in Spanien unter-stützt. Enno Drofenik, wandte sich in einem Schreiben an den Bürgermeis-ter Jose Vegera und forderte ihn auf, eine gerechtere Lösung zu finden. "Ihr Eigentum ist seit 20 Jahren durch ein veraltetes Gesetz bedroht, das die Planungstätigkeit in der Kommune Valenciana regelt", schrieb Drofenik. 

Im Jahr 2000 wurde der Familie mit-geteilt, dass sie einen großen Teil ihres Grundstücks aufgrund des berüchtig-ten valencianischen LRAU-Planungs-gesetzes verlieren könnte. Die allge-mein als "Landraub-Gesetz" bekannte Regelung erlaubte es Bauträgern, ohne Entschädigung Land für den Bau von Ferienhäusern zu verwenden, wenn dies "im Interesse der Gemeinschaft" sei.
Die Gesetze wurden später von der EU als illegal eingestuft und sind nicht mehr in Kraft. Deshalb behauptet die Familie, sie seien "Opfer eines ungülti-gen Gesetzes". 
Die Situation spitzte sich letzten Mo-nat zu, als Bautrupps anrückten, um mit dem Bau von neun Häusern mit dazugehörigen Swimmingpools auf dem Land zu beginnen, das eigentlich zu ihrem Grundstück gehört. Mutter Gabriele und Kim, eine ihrer drei Töchter, ketteten sich sogar an einen Bagger, um ihren Unmut kund-zutun und den Bau aufzuhalten. Der Zugang zur Finca selbst erfolgt über die Wohnanlage Lomas de San Juan, während das zu bebauende Grundstück auf dem sogenannten PAU-25-La Cuerda-Gelände liegt.Der Gemeinderat von Orihuela, Matias Ruiz, betonte: "Es wird kein Schaden entstehen und wir werden alles tun, damit die Wesenauers wie gewohnt weiterleben können."

Kim Wesenauer ist alles andere als zu-frieden und sagte: "Unser Land wurde 

gestohlen. Wir sind entsetzt über die Art und Weise, wie wir behandelt wer-den."
Sie behauptete auch, dass während sie in der Covid-Pandemie in Indien festsaßen, vom Bauunternehmer eine Mauer zwischen der Finca und ihrem alten Garten errichtet wurde, die ihre Garagen und den Meerblick blockiert. Auch eine historische Trockenmauer, die unter Denkmalschutz stehe, wur-de bei den Arbeiten zerstört, erzählte Gabriele.

Der Bauträger, Lideralis Empresarial en Desarrollo, vermarktet seine Pro-jekte unter der Marke Praxis und hat seinen Sitz in Molins, etwas außerhalb von Orihuela.
Das Unternehmen hat sich nicht zu der Angelegenheit geäußert, aber bestätigt, dass es ein städtisches Grundstück be-sitzt, für dessen Erschließung es von der Stadt Orihuela eine Baugenehmi-gung erhalten hat.
Das "Landraubgesetz" sorg-te in den 2000er Jahren in-ternational für Schlagzeilen, da viele Menschen es als un-gerecht empfanden.
Es erlaubte Bauträgern, Land von Hausbesitzern in Neubaugebieten zu "be-schlagnahmen", ohne dass eine Entschädigung gezahlt werden muss.
Skrupellose Bauträger ha-ben so in vielen Fällen die Gärten der Menschen für 

von Alex Trelinski

den Bau neuer Siedlungen in Beschlag genommen.
Zu allem Überfluss wurden die ur-sprünglichen Hausbesitzer oft mit Rechnungen von Zehntausenden von Euro von denselben Bauträgern kon-frontiert, um "ihren Anteil" an der Infrastruktur wie Straßen, Abwasser-systeme und Beleuchtungsanlagen zu bezahlen, die für die neuen Gebäude angelegt werden mussten.

Wesenauers Vorhängeschloss-Protest

Österreichischer Botschafter Enno Drofenik 

Casa LangostinaCasa Langostina
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CLOSE friends of a teacher whose 
husband claims she died during a 
drug-fuelled sex game have 
poured cold water over the 
claims.
They told the Olive Press 
they never saw expat Bi-
anca Pitman, 43, ever 
take drugs.
The teacher and moth-
er-of-two, from 
Texas, was found 
dead inside a 
holiday apart-
ment in Mala-
ga on April 6.
Her common 
law hus-
band, Jose 
Betancourt, 
50, ran into 
a square at 
5.30am call-
ing for help, 
saying his 
wife was un-
conscious.
He is now 
being in-
v e s t i g a t -
ed over the 
death which 
he claims came af-
ter they engaged in 
‘rape roleplay’ and 
after she took an un-
specified ‘substance’.
Yet, Valerie Dullnig, 
a close friend, told the 
Olive Press that drugs 
were ‘never’ a part of 
her life.
The Texan revealed: 
“She was an art teach-
er and a photographer. 
She was my best friend, 
she was happy and 
smart and encouraging, 

GIBRALTAR’s Chief Minister has an-
nounced he will step down after his 
current term.
Fabian Picardo told a popular podcast 
things had gotten ‘a little stickier’ and 
‘I’ve had my fill of this job’.
His words in The Rest is Politics come 
as an inquiry gathered steam over the 
early retirement of Gib’s former police 
boss.
Ex-Commissioner Ian McGrail told 
Gibraltar Court this week how Picardo 
had ‘questions to answer’ over his in-
volvement in an alleged criminal con-
spiracy.
He claims he stepped in to effectively 
quash an investigation, called Opera-
tion Delhi, that threatened Gibraltar’s 
national security.
It came after Caine Sanchez, John Pe-
rez and Tommy Cornelio were arrested 
in 2020 over a scheme to fraudulently 
transfer a €840,000-a-year border se-
curity contract to a company called 36 
North Ltd.
Picardo allegedly had full knowledge 
and ‘owned 3%’ of the company, which 
was set up specifically to take on the 
government contract, the court heard.
His friend, James Levy - the boss of 
the Rock’s leading law firm Hassans - 
injected a ‘considerable sum’ into the 
company for a 33% stake.
“I would not classify [the Chief Min-
ister] as a suspect,” McGrail told the 
hearing. “But he had questions to an-
swer.”
In the end, Operation Delhi was dis-
continued in 2022 over ‘matters of na-
tional security.’
McGrail’s lawyers ‘allege corruption’ 
and that Picardo forced their client’s 
retirement after the Royal Gibraltar 
Police (RGP) carried out a search war-
rant at Levy’s office and took his phone 
and tablet.
Lawyers for the government insist the 
police boss was forced to resign be-
cause of a series of poorly-han-
dled incidents causing them to 
‘lose confidence’ in him.

See The Rumbles on the 
Rock, page 6

Dawn of a Dawn of a 
new eranew era

Introducing our brand new website...
click on the QR code to take a look

HAD HAD 
ENOUGH!ENOUGH!

American mysteryystery
Was expat teacher killed by 
her husband intentionally or 
during sex game gone wrong?

everybody loved 
her, everyone 
who met her felt 
better for being 
part of her life.
“Her students 
loved her and 
kept in touch 
with her after 
they graduated, 
she was such a 
popular figure.
“She was very 

close with her 
c h i l d r e n . 

H e r 
d a u g h -
ter is 
b e s t 
friends with my daughter. 
She had a great relation-
ship with them… every-
body is shocked by this.”
She revealed how Bian-
ca had been teaching 
English at a school in 
Xativa, in Valencia, and 
‘seemed happy’ with 
her new life.
During various con-
versations on Snap-
chat, she sent videos 
of her new neighbour-
hood and friends.

She added she didn’t 
understand how and 

why Bianca, from San Antonio, had 
come south to Malaga to meet her 
ex-partner.
Valerie insisted she had ‘fled’ the 
States to start ‘a fresh new life’ in Spain 
- and more importantly, did ‘not want 
Jose to know where she was’. 
When emergency services arrived 
at the flat in Plaza de Camas, they 
desperately tried to revive Bianca, 
but she was pronounced dead at the 
scene.
Police sources said Jose told inves-
tigators he and Bianca had enjoyed 
a horse-drawn carriage ride through 
the city before having dinner, ‘lots of 
tequila’ and sex until dawn.

When police quizzed Jose, he also 
claimed that Bianca had ‘consumed 
a substance’, the details of which re-
main unknown.
Jose was first arrested for reckless 
homicide before an autopsy re-
vealed signs of asphyxiation due to 
strangulation.
He is now being probed for domestic 
violence and will remain in prison 
without bail while the investigation 
continues.
Authorities now must determine 
whether the strangulation took 
place during a sexual ‘rape role-
play’, or whether it was intentional 
and planned.

EXCLUSIVE 
By Laurence Dollimore

El Toro El Toro 
comes to comes to 
life!life!

HALF Picasso, half Miro, it thrusts out of an 
olive grove near Ronda like a bull at Pamplo-
na.
With a giant copper horn, a beady eye and a 
pair of lips that double as a viewing platform, 
it is likely to become an internet sensation.
The crazy five-storey building is part of a 

new organic olive mill and museum created 
by French design guru Philippe Starck.
Built over 26 hectares, LA Organic Expe-
rience is part of a €22 million investment 
which has seen around 10,000 trees planted. 
It expects to have 150,000 visitors a year and 
aims to promote the world’s best olive oil.

PICTURE 

EXCLUSIVE 

ARRESTED: No 
bail for Jose 

over sex game

FLED: Bianca (centre) with her two children had come for ‘new life in Spain’

GAUDI, GOLDEN VISAS 
AND GETTING A LIFE 
IN THE SUN
Don’t miss our Property magazine inside

SIESTAS, lots of  holidays 

and long warm evenings… is 

it any wonder Spain offers the 

second-best work-life balance 

in the world. 
According to new research, 

Spaniards have much more 

time to relax outside of  work 

compared to most European 

countries.. 
In comparison to the UK, 

where most people work nine 

to five jobs with a short lunch 

PERFECT BALANCE
Spain is the second-best country in the world for work-life balance

break, most Spanish workers 

get at least an hour to eat.
According to global HR com-

pany Remote, Spain scored 

a healthy 76 out of  100 for 

workers.
In the company’s study of  the 

60 countries with the highest 

GDP globally, only New Zea-

land came above with a score 

of  79.
The poll took into account 

public holidays, sick leave, 

healthcare, annual leave, 

maternity leave and overall 

happiness. 
Spain did extremely well for 

statutory annual leave of  36 

days, while 16 weeks of  paid 

maternity leave (at €100 a 

week) and getting 60% of  

your wage if  sick were pluses.

While the minimum hourly 

wage is low at €7.41, it is com-

pensated by an average happi-

ness level of  6.48 out of  10. 

An ordinary work week is 25.9 

hours, including part-time 

work. 
Despite coming first, Kiwis get 

less annual leave than Span-

iards, with 32 days. 
However, their sick leave per-

centage is higher at 80% as 

well as maternity leave al-

lowance, at around €98 for 26 

weeks. 

France came third, followed by 

Australia, Denmark, Norway 

and the Netherlands. 
The United Kingdom was in 

eighth position, with an aver-

age happiness score of  6.94 

out of  10. 
Brits get 28 days of  annu-

al leave, £96 a week for sick 

leave and 39 weeks of  mater-

nity leave at £24 (€27). 
In ninth and tenth place were 

Canada and Brazil, respectively.

By Yzabelle Bostyn
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W
HERE once chickens litera-

lly ruled the roost, a firm of 

architects is now drawing 

inspiration from the nature 

of the Paratges de La Moixina.

Nestled within the scenic natural park 

near Orlot (Girona), a remarkable 

transformation has taken place.

What was once a dilapidated chicken 

coop is now a centre of creativity and 

innovation, thanks to the work of the Ar-

nau Estudi d'Arquitectura studio.

Led by Arnau Verges, (below) the firm 

decided to restore the forgotten 

structure to its former glory.

With a keen eye for design Ar-

nau and his team renovated the 

old coop, breathing new life into 

its weathered walls.
The transformation of the chic-

ken coop into an archi-

tect’s studio has been 
nothing short of ex-
traordinary.
It exudes a sense 
of rustic charm, 
blending seamless-
ly with the natural 
beauty of its su-
rroundings..
It was a labour of 
love for Arnau who 

The chicken coop that has been 

The chicken coop that has been 

transformed into an architect’s stu
dio

transformed into an architect’s stu
dio

grew up on the farm where the 

coop stands. He remembers see-

ing roe deer and other wildlife on 

the land.
And now he has clear views 

from his comfortable stu-

dio as the wildlife timidly 

approach the old coop.
He said: “We watch 
the seasons and life 

go by through the win-
dow while we know that 

this little paradise is just 

a lucky fragment of the 

broken mirror of life.”

CLUCKS TO CREATIVITYCLUCKS TO CREATIVITY
WINGING IT: Arnau grew up on the farm
WINGING IT: Arnau grew up on the farm

A MASTER
EYE ON

Taking a look Taking a look 
at the lesser at the lesser 

known Gaudi known Gaudi 
creationscreations

See page 14

Opinion Page 6

SCENE: The square SCENE: The square 
Jose ran to for helpJose ran to for help
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The Olive Press is the most popular English language publication in Spain and is free. The Rough
Guide votes it ‘the best for its investigative reporting, etc’ while we were also voted ‘best expat
paper in Spain’ and ‘second in the world’ at the TESCA awards in London. In 2020, it won an award 
from the Google News Initiative for its original, unbiased reporting.
With a team of over a dozen professionaly-trained journalists around Spain, we break stories on a 
weekly basis and are regularly employed by the national newspapers and TV networks in the UK to 
investigate stories in Spain and nearby Portugal.

The Olive Press consistently maintains a high ratio (around 50% / 50%) of quality news items and
features to adverts compared to the majority of our competitors. As a result, any advertisement
stands out more in our publication. We also print on heavier, better quality paper that further helps 
us stand out from our rivals.

The Olive Press covers five distinct regions, Andalucia (English and German language),
Costa Blanca, Murcia, Mallorca and Gibraltar

The Paper

Six Printed Editions

A L E M Á N
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Supplementing the news

OVER A DOZEN 
SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENTS 
EACH YEAR

“THERE’S no way I’m ski-ing down that. I’ll walk up, get my ski and take the lift down,” insisted my Ol-ive Press colleague, looking longingly uphill, while skiers zipped gracefully past us.His grimace was barely vis-ible through the layers of buff, hat and goggles, but the snarls were audible as he lay spread-eagled one ski 20 me-tres above him, where he’d taken a tumble.
It had been a testing day on the slopes for ski virgin Rob, and after a particularly ambi-tious blue run with three con-secutive wipeouts, his sense of humour had vanished with-out trace.
It didn’t help that the rest of our impatient group had zoomed back to base for a 

The Costa del Ski is 
perfect for Christmas 
card snowscapes 
and adrenaline-
pumping thrills, 
writes Iona Napier, 
recalling her ‘pizza-
shaped’ teaching tips

Continues on next page

ICY BLAST: The snow cannons going full ICY BLAST: The snow cannons going full blast, while (inset) the view from the topblast, while (inset) the view from the top
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Love letterLove letter
A century ago Hemingway described it as one of the best places 
A century ago Hemingway described it as one of the best places 

in the world for romance. Two decades ago Olive Press editor 
in the world for romance. Two decades ago Olive Press editor 

Jon Clarke loved Ronda so much, he moved there
Jon Clarke loved Ronda so much, he moved there

IT is easily one of Spain’s most 
memorable sensations; the mo-
ment the adrenaline hits as you 
look down from a ledge at the top 

of Ronda’s famous Puente Nuevo 
bridge.
A staggering 400 foot drop into the 

TEL: 672 284 146

Closed Sunday and Monday

Calle Pozo 2, 29400 Ronda

https://qrco.de/bbWFvy

Come and try Ronda’s 

amazing wines with a tapa

SOUL MATES: 
Hemingway and 

Ordonez became 
close friends

abyss of the Tajo gorge below, it is 
only a series of wrought iron railings 
that ward off the panic.
A breathtaking geographical fea-
ture, this was the location of a 
haunting chapter in Ernest Heming-
way’s seminal novel, For Whom the 

Bell Tolls, when a line up of soldiers 
are hurled into the ravine to their 
deaths - an event related to actual 
events during the Civil War.
And Hem, of course, should know… 

Continues on next page

GOYA-STYLE: 
Ordonez’ 
grandson 

Fran Rivera 
today

FOR parents newly arrived in Spain navigating the Spanish education system can be a bit of a head-scratcher.
Making sure they choose the right school is a test all parents want to pass with flying colours. But on the Costa del Sol, negotiating the interac-tive whiteboard jungle is an even tougher call, as you’ll be spoiled for choice.
Of course, your selection will de-pend on certain key factors: dis-tance from home, budget, academic standards, teaching style and word-of-mouth recommendations, to name just a few.
So where do you start?
The first item on your check-list should be Public 
or Private – do you 
opt for an interna-
tional college or 
a Spanish state 
school? 
It’s generally an 
easier decision to 
make for younger 
children, as primary 
schools throughout 
Europe are 
more or less 
compara -
ble.
A ro u n d 
8 0 % 
of ex-

AN 8-PAGE 
OLIVE PRESS 

SPECIAL 
PULL OUT 

SUPPLEMENT
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TOP OF THE CLASS

Negotiating the Spanish education system can be a test for newly arrived parents on the Costa del Sol. But problem solved - we’ve done the homework for you 
pats send their children to local state schools – called colegios (primary schools) and institutos (second-ary schools). 

There are two serious advantag-es to Spanish schools. 
One – children will learn Span-ish fast and should integrate well into their new home country.Younger children, in general, thrive in state schools, with youngsters under nine nor-mally picking up impressive spoken Spanish (usually, far better than their parents’ Spanish) within a year, just by socialising with their friends. Two – state schooling is free of charge from the age of three, when children can begin attending infantile or pre-escolar, equivalent to a nursery in the UK. The only costs you’ll have to cover are books, school trips and, if the school has them, uniforms. There are also downsides to Span-ish schools. Older, less extrovert 

k i d s 

with limited Spanish can have trouble adjusting. Learning maths and phys-ics in a foreign idiom isn’t for sissies!It is definitely worth considering extra language tuition outside school hours to help ease the transition. Budget up to €20 per hour for private lessons. Your child will not only be more able to keep up with lessons but is far more likely to make friends if they can so-cialise in the same language.“It is fine if you get the kids into school early, at a young age, but if they are nine or 10 then they will find it harder,” advised one English parent whose two children have been through the local system in Manilva.
“They will almost certainly need some extra tuition and watching carefully. It also helps if the parents get involved in the school and try to get to know the other Spanish parents. Joining the parents/teachers association certain-ly helps.”
If you decide against the Spanish state system – either because you fear educational standards will be low (according to reports, Andalucia does indeed come well below average), or because you prefer to have your chil-dren educated in English – then you will have no choice but to go private.Budget is a major consideration but many expat parents say an interna-tional school gives their child a gentler introduction to education in a foreign 

country, with smaller classes taught in English.
Most international schools even follow a UK curriculum, with GCSE and A-lev-els, with a number of local schools regularly seeing their pupils getting into the top British universities, includ-ing Oxbridge.
International schools have very differ-ent personalities and philosophies, and it’s very much a matter of per-sonal preference. But with more than two dozen on the Costa del Sol alone, there are more than enough to choose from.
Marbella – with more than 40,000 resident foreigners – has the largest concentration of international schools after Madrid and Barcelona. Malaga, Mijas, Fuengirola, Benalmadena, Es-tepona, Almunecar and Sotogrande 

all have their own options.The rise of international schools in Spain can be traced back to former dictator General Franco, who intro-duced tourism to the Costa del Sol. Since then, a torrent of foreign visitors settling along the coast has turned it into a melting pot of cultures, provid-ing endless opportunities for educa-tion start-ups.
British schools are now said to ac-count for two-thirds of the interna-tional schools on the coast, with other options including  Swedish, German, Norwegian and American.The oldest is Swans International School, established in 1971, and named after its legendary headmis-

CHOICE: Selecting the right school is not always easy

Continues on next page
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THE average life expectancy in Spain is the fourth highest in the world and three years above the in-ternational average. 
Most Spaniards live to at least 83.3, according to a new report by the Organisation for Economic Co-op-eration and Development (OECD). They tie with Australia which takes fourth spot in the report, Health at a glance.

Japan took the top spot, at 84.5 years, followed by Switzerland 

DESPERATE to shed some ex-cess festive timber but appre-hensive about hitting the local gym? 
There’s no need to worry as scientists have revealed the best way to get into shape - a daily walk.
Researchers have highlighted several small changes that can bring a wide range of anti-ageing, health-improv-ing and fitness-enhancing benefits.Walking with greater intent can alle-viate stress, strengthen muscles and bones, increase flexibility and length-en lives, all without the additional costs of fitness classes.

Studies have found that nasal breath-ing during walks, the technique of breathing through your nose rather than your mouth, enables a range of improvements to your cardiovascular health.
Research conducted by Colorado State University showed athletes who practiced nasal breathing had a lower respiratory rate than when breathing through their mouths, indicating an improved flow of oxygen through the bloodstream.

Likewise, wearing a weighted vest was found to accentuate the health benefits of a daily walk.
A study conducted by the journal Er-gonomics suggested men who wore a nine-kilo vest burnt 6% more calories than without (a 2.5 kilogram vest is recommended for women).Best of all, altering the speed of a walk has the greatest impact. Even small bursts of power walking have the potential to reduce the risk of key diseases such as type 2 diabetes.One study conducted by the University of Leicester even suggests that brisk walking can add 16 years to your life, and slow down your biological age.

FOUR in 10 Spaniards say they ‘almost never’ use a condom during sex. The most common reason (40%) for not using protection was the ‘existence of oth-er methods’. 
Some 29% say they forgo condoms due to a ‘loss of sensitivity’, while 18% say it ‘ruins the moment’.
Meanwhile, only 30% of Spaniards have ever been checked for HIV. 
Almost half (48%) said they would not 

sleep with someone 
who had a ‘sexual in-
fection’, but 30% said 
it depended on the type. 
Despite this, four out of 10 Spaniards say they do not check the sexual health status of the peo-ple they sleep with. 
The report, Spaniards and Sex, spoke to 2,000 men and women aged between 18 and 58.

THE LONGER 
LIFE Spain amongst the best in the world for life expectancy

By Yzabelle Bostyn

(83.9) and Korea (83.6). 
The worldwide average life expec-tancy is just 80.3 years, with the UK clocking in just above, at 80.4 years. It is believed Spain’s high life ex-pectancy could be linked to good nationwide healthcare provision, the Mediterranean diet, as well as the warm climate.

Old age 
wonder

A 2018 study by The Lancet pre-dicted Spain could hold the world’s highest life expectancy by 2040, at 85.8 years old. 
Other specialists have speculated that frequent siestas, regular walks and even more frequent sex could be influencing the longevity of Spaniards.
This comes despite Spain also rank-ing highly for negatives such as to-bacco, cocaine and alcohol use.   The country ranks third in cocaine 

Walk your 
way fit ... 
and live 
16 years 
longer

DONKEY TREATMENT
The University of Agricultural Sciences is ana-lysing the blood from animals at the El Burri-to Feliz Association, in Hinojos, in Andalucia’s Doñana National Park.

It is looking at the ‘enormous strength’ of their manes to obtain a formula to be trans-ferred to human hair.
Researcher Juan Negro ex-plained: “We are looking at the characteristics of hair growth shared by humans and four-legged animals.
“Hopefully we will find pos-sible remedies to baldness, which is important to some p e o -
ple.”

A SWEDISH university team has been extract-ing blood from Spanish donkeys to see what can be learnt to help humans who are losing their hair.

use, following the 
UK and Australia. 
In the last year, 
almost 3% of 
adults in the UK 
and Spain admit-
ted to using co-
caine in the past 
year and in Aus-
tralia this figure 
rose to 4%. 
However, Spain 
had the lowest 
rates of overall 
opioid use in the 
world, alongside 
Israel, with just 
0.1% of adults us-
ing opioids in the 
last year. 
According to 
most recent data, 
Spain ranked 7th 
in terms of alco-
hol use, the aver-
age person con-
suming 10.5 litres 
per capita. 
They drink more 
than in the UK, 
which ranked 
11th, with 10 li-
tres per capita. 
The international 

No protection Numbskulls
FLU vaccinations are now available free without an appointment at all health centres around Andalucia.The move comes however, just as the spread of respiratory illness-es, such as flu, is starting to subside. The first week of 2024 saw a 3.2% decrease across Spain, with a fall from 966 to 935 cases per 100,000 residents.Andalucia also has the second lowest rate nationwide with only 460 cases per 100,000, a rate only bettered by the Balearic Islands.Castilla-La Mancha has an infection rate of 1691 cases per 100,000.

BEST WEAPON

HAIR HAIR 
BRAINED BRAINED 
SCHEME?: SCHEME?: 
Donkeys Donkeys 
in Doñana in Doñana 
could help could help 
cure bald-cure bald-
nessness

SAMPLES from the oldest woman in the world - Maria Branyas - are being analysed to try and find the key to a long life.
The Spaniard from Catalunya is an incredible 116 years old, but has no health complications other than hearing and mobility issues.
Unlike most people her age, she has zero cardiovascular prob-lems nor memory issues, and can recount stories from the age of four as if they happened yesterday.
Maria herself has previously credited eating natural yoghurt each day for her longevity, and avoiding ‘excesses’, adding: “I have always eaten little, but ev-erything, and I have never fol-lowed any regime. I have not suffered from any illness or been through an operating room.”

average is 8.6 litres.
Spanish smoking rates were also higher than world averages, with 19.8% of people over 15 smoking daily. 
Compared to the international aver-age of 16%, the UK ranks low, with just 12.7% of people smoking daily. 
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GibMed International Hospital, a pioneer in private healthcare, is proud to be the first private hospital to open its doors in Gibraltar. With a focus on innovation, our promise is to go Beyond Better

www.gibmed.gi | (+350) 200 49999 | info@gibmed.gi | Floor 2, ICC Building, Gibraltar, GX11 1AA
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IT was a Monday morning in August 
and I arrived at the descent down 
to Playa Granadella with my old 
man and a boot full of snorkeling 

gear.
“Perdona, playa is closed - it is full,” 
said the sweaty civil protection offi -
cer blocking our path with a piece of 
rope.”
I tried my best Valenciano, bribed 
him with coffee, but it was no use.
We joined the four or fi ve cars turn-
ing around like stingrays in the sand 
of what National Geographic and 
Conde Nast Traveler dubs as one of 
Spain’s best beaches.

More Balearic than Benidorm

The ‘coolest spot’ on the Costa 
Blanca, Javea is spoilt with some of 
Spain’s best beaches, but you’d be 

best to visit outside midsummer, 
writes expat resident Joshua Parfi tt

Continues on page 10

Sponsored by:

IDYLLIC: The rugged IDYLLIC: The rugged 
coastline of Javea is more coastline of Javea is more 
reminiscent of Mallorca reminiscent of Mallorca 
and Ibiza than neighbouring and Ibiza than neighbouring 
Costa Blanca towns  Costa Blanca towns  

The Olive Press undertakes 
special supplements on a 
range of different topics 
every year, including 
education, health and skiing.
The paper also publishes 
around a dozen pullout 
supplements on a series of 
the region’s most important 
areas and towns, including 
the Serrania de Ronda, the 
Costa de la Luz and Malaga 
city.

Our supplement specials 
cover...

Special interest
• Health and Fitness
• Education
• Motoring

Specific locations
• Marbella
• Malaga
• Palma
• Sierra Nevada
• Costa de la Luz
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Advertising

The Market

Socialising 15%
Shopping 22%

Food 25%

25%

25% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on food than 

they do at 
home

22%

22% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on shopping 
than they do 

at home15% of British 
expats spend 
more money 
on Socialising 
than they do 

at home

15%

58% of British 
expats invest more 
money abroad than 

they do at home

To share in The Olive Press success and increase
your business potential further, our sales team
are happy to answer any queries you may have.
Please contact us and see how we can help you.

Telephone: (0034) 951 154 841
or 691 831 399 or email
sales@theolivepress.es

Our readers are English-speakers in Spain, or who 
have strong links, and want a quality read about 
their region.
Our loyal readership is attracted to interesting 
articles that cover everything from the Spanish legal 
systems to tourism meaning that advertisers of all 
markets benefit.
More than one million expats live in Andalucía, 
Mallorca and Valencia mostly from Britain, but 
also from Germany, Scandinavia, Holland and 

America. The amount of expendable wealth that 
our readers have at their disposal continues to 
attract advertisers. According to the NatWest Expat 
wealth ranking survey, over 58% of British expats 
invest more money abroad than they do at home, 
spending more on shopping (+22%) food (+25%) and 
socialising (15%). 
Our readers are well travelled and enjoy experiencing 
Spain, which makes us a prime advertising medium 
for travel-related businesses.

Feels like homeHola Quooker!
Quooker has arrived in Spain. You can now benefit from official technical service 
and local warranty. Visit www.quooker.es to know more or to find a dealer near you! 
With a Quooker in your kitchen you always have 100 °C boiling water alongside 
regular hot and cold. Add a CUBE and you will also have filtered chilled and 
sparkling water – all from the same tap. The tap that does it all. info@quooker.es

* V o l u n t a r y  i n s u r a n c e  c o v e r .  S u b j e c t  t o  c o m p a n y  u n d e r w r i t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  

* D a t a  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  p r o c e s s  c l o s u r e  s u r v e y s  a f t e r  u s i n g  o u r  R o a d s i d e  A s s i s t a n c e  a n d  b r e a k d o w n  s e r v i c e s .952 147 834
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A clever and well 
travelled bunch

An incredible six out of ten Olive Press readers 
can speak Spanish ‘sufficiently to communicate’.
After an in-depth poll of our readers, we also 
discovered that over half of our readers earn 

more than 20,000 euros a year.
In good news for the tourism and restaurant sector, 
some 70% of them eat out more than three times a 
month, while four out of ten people travel out of Spain 
more than three times a year.
Over 80% of our readers check our website on a daily or 
weekly basis
In the questionnaire undertaken by hundreds of 

participants, we also discovered that some 80% of our 
readers are over 40.
In a fascinating mix of nationalities we found that 11% 
per cent of our readers online are from the USA and 6% 
are from Germany and six per cent from Ireland.
Surprisingly 3% were Dutch, while 2% were from 
France, and another 2% were from Denmark and 
Portugal.
The vast majority of course – around 25% – come from 
the UK.
The poll was conducted both in the paper and online. 
Some 1500 readers filled in questionnaires.

The Olive Press is read all over the
world and in 2020 was given an award by 
Google for its news. It is ranked in the top 
1% of websites globally, and has a domain 
authority of 71, with over 88,000 backlinks 

linking to us. All issues of the paper are 
available as downloadable PDFs opening up

advertisers to a worldwide audience.

35,000K

33,000K

10K 

3K 

DAILY VISITORS

20,000 to 
25,000+

MONTHLY 
PAGE VIEWS

1million+

• Over half of our readers earn more 
than 20,000 euros a year. 

• Over 40% of our readers travel out of 
Spain more than three times a year. 

• Almost 70% of our readers eat out 
more than three times per month. 

• Over 60% of our readers speak 
Spanish sufficiently to communicate

• Over 80% of our readers check the 
website on a daily or weekly basis

• Average time on website is nearly 
2 minutes, with a bounce rate of 
nearly 50%

Web and social reach

REGISTERED 
USERS

35,000

Newsletter 
mailouts
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Price List
FULL PAGE

1/3 PAGE VERTICAL

1/6 PAGE

JUNIOR PAGE

1/3 PAGE HORIZONTAL

STRIP

1/2 PAGE VERTICAL

1/4 PAGE

1/12 & 1/24 PAGE

1/2 PAGE HORIZONTAL

DOUBLE STRIP

EARPIECES

(256mm W x 342mm H)

(83mm W x 341mm H)

Vertical (83mm W x 170mm H)
Horiz. (126mm W x 110mm H)

(200mm W x 250mm H)

(256mm W x 105mm H)

(256mm W x 45mm H)

(126mm W x 341mm H)

(126mm W x 170mm H)

(83mm x 84mm) (39mm x 52mm)(39mm x 84mm) (83mm x 52mm)

(256mm W x 170mm H)

(256mm W x 90mm H)

Andalucia - 1250 €
Costa Blanca N - 1120 €
Costa Blanca S - 1120 €

Gibraltar - 870 ₤
Mallorca - 870 €

Andalucia - 540 €
Costa Blanca N - 480 €
Costa Blanca S - 480 €

Gibraltar - 355 ₤
Mallorca - 355 €

Andalucia - 540 €
Costa Blanca N - 480 €
Costa Blanca S - 480 €

Gibraltar - 355 ₤
Mallorca - 355 €

Andalucia - 355 €
Costa Blanca N - 325 €
Costa Blanca S - 325 €

Gibraltar - 240 ₤
Mallorca - 240 €

Andalucia - 985 €
Costa Blanca N - 870 €
Costa Blanca S - 870 €

Gibraltar - 750₤
Mallorca - 750 €

Andalucia - 355 €
Costa Blanca N - 300 €
Costa Blanca S - 300 €

Gibraltar - 220 ₤
Mallorca - 220 €

Andalucia - 750 €
Costa Blanca N - 675 €
Costa Blanca S - 675 €

Gibraltar - 510 ₤
Mallorca - 510 €

Andalucia - 750 €
Costa Blanca N - 675 €
Costa Blanca S - 675 €

Gibraltar - 510 ₤
Mallorca - 510 €

Andalucia - 500 €
Costa Blanca N - 445 €
Costa Blanca S - 445 €

Gibraltar - 330 ₤
Mallorca - 300 €

Andalucia - 215 €
C. Blanca N - 195 €
C. Blanca S - 195 €

Gibraltar - 140 ₤ 
Mallorca - 140 €

Andalucia - 185 €
C. Blanca N - 160 €
C. Blanca S - 160 €

Gibraltar - 120 ₤
Mallorca - 120 €

Andalucia - 115 €
C. Blanca N - 105 €
C. Blanca S - 105 €
Gibraltar - 85 ₤
Mallorca - 85 €

Andalucia - 300 €
C. Blanca N - 265 €
C. Blanca S - 265 €
Gibraltar - 185 ₤
Mallorca - 185 €

Andalucia - 480 €
Costa Blanca N - 430 €
Costa Blanca S - 430 €

Gibraltar - 325 ₤
Mallorca - 325 €
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Price List cont.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTS

All prices are per edition (IVA not included). 
Minimum of 2 issues on ALL ads (including classified)

LINEAGE ADS
87c per word, minimum of 
10 First two words in bold

For an all bold entry add 25%

SINGLE DISPLAY BOX
(39mm W x 50mm H)

55 euros

DOUBLE DISPLAY BOX
(79mm W x 50mm H)

75 euros

TRIPLE DISPLAY BOX
(120mm W x 50mm H)

100 euros

For further information on rates, special supplements, sponsored pages, as well as 
additional Internet and Classified details, please contact our sales team on 

951 154 841 or 691 831 399 or email admin@theolivepress.es

ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
Right hand page premium
Back page premium*                                     
Front page premium**

ARTWORK DEADLINE
Friday 5pm prior to publication the following Wednesday

DESIGN AND ARTWORK CHARGES 
Subject to sight of copy and brief for bookings of up to six 
issues

PAYMENT 
Advertisements must be fully paid for prior to publication. 
Failure to do so will automatically lead to non publication

DISCOUNTS 
6 - 12 issues (3 - 6 months)
12 - 18 issues (6 - 9 months) 
18 - 24 issues (9 - 12 months)
Black & White

12%
50%
100%

5%
10%
15%
15%

* Half, quarter sizes and 1/12 page earpice only 
** 1/12 and 1/24 sizes only


